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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
24 October 2020      
 
JON RAHM  ( -18) 
 
 
Q.  Score was much better today. Do you feel like you played much better than you 
had earlier in the week or was it just putts started to fall today?  
 
JON RAHM:  You said it. Tee to green was pretty much the same. Maybe just a little bit 
better, but I made the putts, which always helps, right? Making the putt on 1 and 2 kind of 
makes you feel like you don't have to hit it to tap in to be able to make birdies and it freed 
me up a little bit. And following with some good birdies on the par 5 and a couple of good 
putts like the one on 7, you know, got a really, really good round going early on. 
 
Q.  With a round like that, how important is it to save par on 18 just for momentum 
and not leave a sour taste in your mouth?  
 
JON RAHM:  Extremely, because I played the hole the way I wanted to, we just caught the 
wrong wind, a little gust. Both me, Alex and Collin, all three of us had the wind going down 
on the left. Alex pulled his shot, but me and Collin hit it pretty much the way we wanted to. 
He was 10 yards short and I was 15 yards short. we just caught a gust straight into us pretty 
much.  
 
So I'm happy to get up and down. I did get lucky and I had a heck of a lie just over the 
hazard in the rough and maybe it wasn't as hard as it looked. But still, like you said, to not 
make bogey and finish it with a strong par, it's just more about the mood I'm going to be 
afterwards in the day, right? Had I made bogey, I probably would have been a little upset for 
an hour or so and been okay. This way I'm just happy with getting the job done and finishing 
it. 
 
Q.  You said over here in the interview that you don't expect to have the lead at the 
end of the day. Why is that and do you like tournaments like this where you know you 
need to go out and make a ton of birdies? 
 
JON RAHM:  Well, like it or not, you have to do it, it's as simple as that. I don't expect to 
have the lead, no. There's a couple other guys at 18 or 17 under. They have, you know, six, 
seven holes to come and you can make birdies. I mean, when I finished, JT hadn't made it 
through 11 yet. You have 11, 12 and 13 can be birdie holes. You have to make it through 14 
and 15, and 14 you can still make a birdie. 15, I think everybody will be happy with a par. 
And then 16, 17 are two holes where you can make birdies as well. Yes, there's danger in 
every single one of those holes, but with people playing good and hitting good shots, you 
can give yourself chances. Yeah, again, I'm going to be somewhat surprised if one guy 
doesn't separate going to 19, 20 under. 
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Q.  Being an aggressive player, when you saw they had five par 5s here, was that 
something that you noticed, that registered with you at all? 
 
JON RAHM:  Yeah. You still have to hit good shots, though. And it is five par 5s, but you 
have 13 and 16 where they kind of limit you.  I can't just bomb a driver and have an iron in, 
and 13 you have to lay up and have a really long -- maybe a long iron like I did today or 
wood. And 16 is to lay up and a very long shot into a narrow green unless you take certain 
risks. So only two of those par 5s play relatively easy, which were 2 and 5. The other ones 
you still have to, you know ...  
 
Q.  We've heard a lot of guys talking about this week working on shots for Augusta. 
Do you feel there are shots that you have to work on for Augusta or is that kind of 
overrated? 
 
JON RAHM:  Yes and no. Again, yes and no. I think sometimes if you can take a chance 
and have a shot that resembles something at Augusta, like in my case today I had a bunch 
of shots with a ball way above my feet, which can be a good practice for holes like 13 or 11 
at Augusta. You also have a lot of them with the ball below your feet. I think the beauty of 
this golf course is that you hardly ever have a flat lie, which resembles Augusta very well. 
Greens are completely different and the golf course itself is very different. Being able to just 
play those different lies and not a pretty much straightforward shot all the time helps a lot. 
 
Q.  I think you said yesterday at the turn something clicked. It was obviously your 
putting. Was it something specific about your putting or did they just start dropping?  
 
JON RAHM:  It didn't click. They started going in, that's it. If we count Vegas, the last five 
and a half rounds my putter was absolutely cold, didn't make anything at all. And I think the 
stats are there to back me up because last week I was, I think, bottom five putting and up to 
yesterday before getting to the back nine I was probably in the top-10 percent -- on the 
bottom 10 percent, sorry. It was that putt on 11, that 20-footer for eagle that I made just kind 
of freed me up a little bit, made a couple more putts. And then today those putts on 1 and 2 
were really helpful, obviously were key to good momentum and got confidence going. 
Nothing technical at all, thought.  
 
Q.  Just dropped?  
 
JON RAHM:  Yeah, just one dropped and it's like okay, it's possible to make putts and just 
keep going. 
  


