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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
23 October 2020      
 
RORY McILROY  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  Rory, do you feel a little bit better with today's round than yesterday's  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah. I mean, yeah. You know, I made eight birdies today. I made seven 
yesterday and shot 1 over par. So I've made 15 birdies in the first two days, which usually 
would put you right up at the top of the leaderboard. I just made too many mistakes. It was 
the same story last week, sort of the same story at Winged Foot. Just been -- just one of 
these stretches where the good stuff's there, but the bad stuff is sort of taking away from the 
fact that I'm hitting good shots and making birdies. 
 
So if I can just get rid of that and, you know, maybe be a little more conservative when I miss 
fairways and not try to take too much on. But that's sort of been the downfall of late because 
the good play is in there, it's just being overshadowed by the mistakes, I guess. 
 
Q.  You've talked about the need to tighten up the swing a little bit. Is it still kind of 
creeping in out there? 
 
RORY McILROY:  A little bit yesterday. Again, it's sort of like you get into the tournament, 
you start to see shots and play shots and play golf basically. Then like Shadow Creek last 
week, then I had three days to reset here, work on some stuff and then that first day back it's 
still in there. I just have to catch myself and be like, you know, just make golf shots, see 
shots, visualize, be instinctive, be athletic and I was a little bit more of that today. 
 
Q.  You said earlier this week you weren't going to kind of gauge where your game 
was at based on results, it was more how you felt you were playing going into 
Augusta. Do you feel better than the results or is it kind of vice versa? 
 
RORY McILROY:  It's hard because there's a lot of both in there. There's a lot of good and 
there's a lot of bad. So I'm happy with the good, I'm happy with the fact that I'm making 
birdies and I'm converting the chances I'm giving myself, but it's just when I get it out of 
position, I'm not -- I'm not playing smart and I'm not -- maybe not I'm not playing smart, I'm 
maybe just taking too much on at times and then, you know, compounding errors.  
 
It sort of happened yesterday with a couple doubles coming in. That's just the stuff I need to 
tidy up. If I can tidy that up, I'm playing well enough to know that I can go out and make five 
six seven birdies a round. You know when you have that in there, it's just a matter of the 
holes where you're not looking at making birdie is okay, how can I get out of here with a par 
and just move on. 
 
Q.  I just asked JT, I think we've all broken a club on a golf course before. He said it's 
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kind of cathartic when you do it, get it out of your system. Was it for you? 
 
RORY McILROY:  A little bit. It's certainly not the first club I've broken and it certainly won't 
be the last. Sometimes you just -- you know, I said yesterday as well, I missed so many 
shots to the right, if that wedge shot on 18 hadn't missed 20 yards left, I still would have had 
that club in my bag, I wouldn't have snapped it. It was just one shot too many to the right. 
Even if that thing had missed six feet to the right, that club was probably getting broken. 
Yeah, it was just one of those things.  
  


