
 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

1 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
20 October 2020      
 
TAKUMI KANAYA 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Please note the majority of this interview will take place in Japanese, but 
there's time dedicated in the latter portion for English questions if needed.  
 
Q.  Hi, Takumi. I'm just curious, how did the Asia-Pacific Amateur help your 
development? 
 
TAKUMI KANAYA:  Well, it was obviously a big leap for me, myself. It was a confidence 
boost for myself ever since when I play big amateur events overseas, it really helped me, 
and the majors as well. 
 
Q.  And second question, how much was Hideki Matsuyama an inspiration or a 
motivation for you growing up? 
 
TAKUMI KANAYA:  Obviously his success on the PGA TOUR gave not just myself, but a lot 
of the Japanese players, fellow players big confidence that we could compete against the 
world like he did. Although the goal is high, he set a good goal for us and for that I really 
admire him and admire him as a role model. 
 
Q.  I saw you at the Australian Open last year and you played really well there. You 
also seemed to notice or be impressed I guess by Adam Scott's appearance in his 
home country and you said recently you would like to have the same sort of following 
in Japan. How important is it for you to have that whole country feeling behind you as 
you try to play around the world?  
 
TAKUMI KANAYA:  Obviously when I saw Adam play at the Australian Open and the home 
country, people rooted for him. Regardless of the results, I think just the fact that he played 
gave a lot of big cheers for the Australian people. Just like Hideki, whenever he plays in 
Japan, a lot of the fans root for him. So I would like to be just the same as that and then 
Hideki moving forward. If I play well enough over season, I think a lot of people back in 
Japan will cheer for me whenever I go back and play in my home country. 
 
Q.  And speaking of that, obviously if it wasn't for the pandemic we would be there 
this week and you would be able to do this in front of your own people, but do you 
think it would still be a massive plus for Japanese golf and Japanese fans if you or 
one of the Japanese players this week would be able to do it here even though it's not 
in Japan? 
 
TAKUMI KANAYA:  Hopefully the fans will be watching on TV, through TV and media, and 
if I play well enough here, I hope that the Japanese fans will cheer for me. Although this is 
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only my second event as a pro, hopefully that will be the case and I'll try my best this week. 
 
MODERATOR:  That concludes the press conference. Thank you so much for your time and 
good luck this week. 
  


