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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
October 18, 2020 
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( -17) 
 
 
Q.  Here with the happy champion, Phil Mickelson. Phil, two starts on the PGA TOUR 
Champions, two wins. What have you learned about your game when you come out 
on the PGA TOUR Champions? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I have a lot of fun playing out here because I can play aggressive, I can 
get away with a couple of misses and I can play the way I like to play and see a lot of the 
guys I haven't seen in a while. Mike Weir, we played college golf together and so it's fun to 
go head to head and play. And then to play a little bit more attacking style, I really enjoy that. 
 
Q.  You know, obviously the tee shot on 9 is not one of your finer moments. How did 
you calm yourself down and move forward from there? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So, yeah, that didn't -- that kind of fried me a little bit. I was able to play 
a good back nine, but you can't -- you can't make those mistakes. And I was lucky to get 
away with it because I came back and played well. That's something I've been working on 
and it will give me something to work on here in the coming weeks as we head into Augusta.  
 
But this was a good momentum start for me. I put a driver in that I haven't used before, 
trying to get a little more pop for Augusta, a little bit more carry. It might have been a little bit 
offline at times, but I'm working with it and it was a good successful week, though. 
 
Q.  Congratulations, Phil. Your second PGA TOUR Champions win here in Richmond. 
Just your thoughts on the week. 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Obviously it was a really fun week and I enjoyed it quite a bit. I enjoyed 
the golf course. It has such great history. I go back to when Fred Ridley won the Amateur 
here in, what, '75 or so. I'll see him in a few weeks and I'll bring that up. But it's nice to play 
such a classic, historic golf course and play it well. 
 
It's fun for me to come out here and play well and this is a good start for me as I try to build a 
little bit of momentum heading to Augusta in about a month. I put a new driver into play this 
week, trying to get a little more pop, a little more carry. It was a little wayward at times, but it 
was also effective in allowing me to play this course the way I wanted to, which was 
aggressively. So there were some good things that came of it, and I also identified some 
areas I've got to work on. All in all, it was a really fun, successful week. 
 
Q.  It seemed like on Thursday you said you wanted to work on your driving accuracy 
and kind of your competitive fitness, just kind of get back into a competitive situation:  
How well do you feel like you responded when Mike took the lead on 12? 
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PHIL MICKELSON:  I felt like the last six holes I had an opportunity with the two short par 
4s and two par 5s to make something happen. I was just trying to -- at the start of the day, 
trying to get close with those last six holes. He took the lead on 12 with a great birdie, what a 
great shot he hit in there, and I knew that I had some work to do. But I was able to make a 
birdie on 13 and take advantage of the length birdieing the two short par 4s, 13 and 15, as 
well as the two par 5s. So I was able to have two-putt birdies on three of those holes and 
that was very helpful.   
 
Q.  Can you just talk about the shot on 15? It was like literally right over the flag that 
you hit there.  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So, it was the best swing of the day for me. The 3-wood there and the 
4-iron on 16, second shot, those were the two best swings that I hit flush, right online. I 
needed to hit a good shot there and flew it right in the center. From where I was at, I thought 
it might even hit the pin, I didn't realize it flew past, but I was just trying to get it anywhere on 
and it was dead solid, it was the best swing I made all day. 
 
Q.  You mentioned yesterday that you wanted to get sharper. How would you grade 
yourself today with the exception of that tee shot on 9? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So, right, that was the one area that I've got to work on, but I felt like 
for the week I did a lot of good things well. I putted really well and I hit the ball long, but I 
need to work a little bit on accuracy. It wasn't too bad other than 9 where it went out of 
bounds. They were all kind of in play. I hit a lot of good short irons to give me some birdie 
putts. My short game was great, too. My chipping out of the rough, which is not easy, I hit a 
lot of really good shots close. 
 
Q.  One of the things people talk about on this tour is how much fun it is, how much 
fun you guys have, how relaxed the atmosphere is. Is it possible to carry that over 
when you go back on to the PGA TOUR? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I'm certainly going to try. I do enjoy playing these events. I enjoyed 
playing with Mike, who we played college golf together 30-plus years ago. Seeing the guys 
that I've played Ryder Cups and Presidents Cups with, Tom Lehman and Corey Pavin and 
guys that 25 years ago I played my first team events with, there's a lot of good relationships 
with people that I haven't seen in many years. To come out has been really fun and to 
compete and play well has been good, too. 
 
Q.  When you come out here, you attack a crap-ton of attention. Does that also 
translate into pressure for you to do well? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It certainly is pressure for me because the expectation is to win. So if I 
win, well, I'm supposed to, and if I don't, oh, my goodness, what happened.  
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So certainly there's pressure, but it's more self imposed and I want to play well. I'm 
appreciative of the opportunity to play in this event and to compete with these guys and to 
use this as a momentum builder as I head into Augusta; find out things I need to work on 
and be appreciative of the things I'm doing well. 
 
Q.  After 36 holes yesterday you went to the range. What did you work on? What was 
that key that was missing and did it help for today? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So, I didn't strike it as well as I wanted to yesterday and I wanted to 
just get the timing back because I had been hitting the ball really well coming in at points, 
but -- especially with the irons, but I didn't quite yesterday, in yesterday's 36-holes, play as 
well as I wanted to. I hit some shots that were -- that weren't okay, I needed to work on.  
 
So, I just kind of found the rhythm a little bit and tried to incorporate that today And I ended 
up improving on some shots. I think like the shot on 4 where I hit an 8-iron where there's 
water tight to the pin and I hit it in there five feet, like that was a really good shot to have the 
confidence to take on that pin. And that comes from like last night, kind of finding that rhythm 
and finding that swing that I wanted. 
 
Q.  Is it a wider arc are you looking for? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So, certainly a wider arc will allow me to have less face rotation 
through the ball. As I get a little steeper, the club's going to flip more at the bottom, so 
finding that balance.  
 
But then when you get a little too wide, there's a propensity to kind of hold on, so you've got 
to find the balance and the rhythm. 
 
Q.  Phil, when you come out here and you have success and you're having fun, sort of 
when you think about the future, does it help maybe, all right, yeah, I want to come 
back here and play with these guys again? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It's very enticing playing in these events as much fun as I'm having, 
and obviously playing well and I've won twice, so yeah, I'm going to have fun. But the 
atmosphere and the environment, like we went 36 yesterday, you had a cart. Like that's 
cool. I got done with the day and I didn't feel just wiped out. Like I felt like I could come back 
today and play well even though we had just played 36. 
 
The feel of like how the course is set up and accommodating the players so you're not trying 
to like wear them out, like I just think all the little details are very well done. I've really 
developed an appreciation for this tour. 
 
Q.  Is this like retiring and joining a really cool men's league? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  You could say that, but I still -- I still get a lot of fulfillment when I'm 
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able to compete on the regular tour. So it's been a year and a half since I've won on the 
regular tour. In Memphis I finished second and I love that feeling of having a chance. So I'm 
hopeful that this tour, this tournament will help give me a little bit of momentum. I'm going to 
go back to L.A. and play at Sherwood next week and try to compete against those guys. It's 
not going to be easy, but I'm going to give it a try and I'm going in with a little bit of 
confidence now. 
  


