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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
October 17, 2020 
 
RORY McILROY  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  That was a good round. Did you give yourself any kind of opportunity tomorrow? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I don't know. I mean, I sat here yesterday and you said 12 behind going 
into the weekend. I halved it. Maybe, it depends. It's hard, because if we get another day like 
this, you know, sort of one of these courses where a good score is 66 and an average score 
is sort of 70, 71. There's not much separation. So I would need to go out and shoot 
something -- what am I, 8 under -- maybe shoot 64 tomorrow and see where that leaves me. 
But it was a good round today, I played better. I did what I wanted to do and that's all I can 
ask for. 
 
Q.  What were you trying to do today? What was your mission today? 
 
RORY McILROY:  So, again, I said it yesterday, it was just free myself up a little bit from 
swing thoughts. You know, the last two weeks every swing that I've made, every ball that 
I've hit has been with at least two or three swing thoughts. So first day was sort of similar, 
yesterday was a little better and then today again I hit the ball pretty good, especially off the 
tee again. That was a big plus.  
 
I've been sort of complaining about my driving and off the tee, but this week's been really 
good. So if I can just keep continuing to see progress there into tomorrow, you know, it 
would be great to shoot another low one and get myself right up there. But I feel like I've 
made some good strides in my game this week. 
 
Q.  I may have either missed this or not listened very carefully, but when you talk 
about a couple of different swing thoughts, are you working on something at home 
and what exactly was that? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I've been working on quite a bit if you've got time to listen here. 
Sometimes the club gets -- I take the club away and it gets low and around and behind me. 
My trail elbow, my right elbow gets sort of behind my rib cage, I get real deep and then I sort 
of feel like I have to get it back out in front of me. In the downswing, I have to throw it back, 
my right shoulder really has to throw back out to get -- and then if I don't do that and I drive 
with my legs, it gets even further behind me and I just get this two-way miss going. Just 
been trying to get the club a little more in front of me on the way back, try to get my right arm 
working better so it supports the club at the top and doesn't get behind, and then from there 
it's easier to make a good move through the ball and the ball to go where you want it to go. 
 
Q.  Did it get out of sorts for you? 
 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it has. I've only seen my coach, Michael Bannon, he was in Florida 
last week, so that was twice in the last six months I've seen him. So it gets off every now 
and again. We've played in different conditions, we've played in a little bit of wind, you get 
into some bad habits and when you don't have a set of eyes there keeping a check on you. I 
mean, you can send videos and stuff, but it's not the same as someone watching the ball 
and the flight and everything else. It was good to spend some time with him last week and 
it's a work in progress, but getting there. 
 
Q.  Rory, real quick, you talked about this since we came back, kind of the energy 
about the crowds. Do you feel a little bit more energy? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I think after the three weeks off after the U.S. Open and getting home 
and recharging, I sort of viewed this as -- it was like a six-week runup until Augusta, right? 
I'm trying to work hard, I'm trying to do the right things, working hard on my game, working 
hard on what I need not just for these weeks, but obviously looking ahead to Augusta as 
well. That's energizing, right? Something to build towards and that's sort of what I'm trying to 
do. 
 
Q.  Rory, this is your first time, first appearance in the CJ Cup. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  How do you think about the CJ Cup so far? 
 
RORY McILROY:  It's great, yeah. Travel wasn't much of an issue, which is different than 
before, but it's been fantastic. I'm just so happy that we're able to play it this year, that 
everyone rallied together.  
 
Obviously we couldn't travel to Korea, so being here at Shadow Creek in Vegas is a nice 
alternative. It's a great field. I'm looking forward to -- I played ZOZO last year, it was the first 
time in Japan. I've obviously played in Korea before, played the Korean Open a few times. It 
would be nice to hopefully next year, when things return to normal, it will be nice to play the 
CJ Cup in Korea. 
  


