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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 14, 2020 
 
JIM FURYK 
 
 
Q.  Jim, welcome to the Dominion Energy Charity Classic, making your first start here. 
You had a chance to see the course yesterday. Just give us your impressions.  
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah, excited. Heard a lot good. The guys that I've talked to about the golf 
courses we play, this is one that everyone talks favorably about, a lot of good compliments. 
Talked about the greens being new this year, they look great. 
 
But I thought the golf course was good, a lot of good golf holes on it. Big golf course really 
for us. It's playing -- you know, a lot of rain, so it's playing wet, it's playing probably longer 
than usual, but I just really liked it.  
 
Q.  Looks like you've got a marquee pairing for Friday. The times aren't out, but you're 
playing with Phil and Miguel. Can you just talk a little bit about playing with your 
fellow rookie?  
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah, obviously fun playing with both those guys. Miguel's had a good run on 
the Champions Tour, won recently, and Phil and I kind of grew up in the same era, same 
age, a month apart. Played against Arizona-Arizona State and obviously throughout my 
whole career, so we know each other well. We're friends, good friends, our wives are good 
friends. Been around him my whole career. My, I guess, fourth start, his second start, so 
good to be paired together and we'll have a good time on Friday if it's not pouring down rain. 
 
Q.  Jim, what have you heard from your fellow pros about this course? It was voted 
pretty highly in terms of favorites by PGA TOUR Champions. What have you heard 
about it, what have they told you about it? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, it was really just a good golf course, a good mix of holes, some long par 
4s, some short. You know, really they said you're going to like the golf course, it's a good, 
traditional, good golf course.  
 
Other than that, you kind of have to make your own opinions, go out there and play it; does it 
suit your eye, is it comfortable. I thought it was a good, solid test of golf. I really haven't 
played -- this is my fourth event. I haven't played a bad course on this tour, but this certainly 
I could see where it's definitely one of the better golf courses we play. 
 
Q.  Is this kind of a freebie for you to play a playoff course on this tour without it 
being in the Playoffs to kind of get some knowledge before, when you come back next 
year, it means a little bit more? 
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JIM FURYK:  Yeah, obviously Playoffs are always important and you're jockeying for 
position throughout the year and then you want to play well down the stretch. Just like the 
FedExCup Playoffs, same here with the Schwab Cup Playoffs.  
 
Yeah, it's nice to see the golf course. I plan on playing here, I plan on playing the next 
two weeks as well and I guess that's one of the reasons. I want to see the playoff courses 
and then also have kind of a condensed season as well. Don't see a lot of guys taking a lot 
of weeks off now. We had three months earlier in the year to take some time off, so it's good 
to get out and play. 
 
Q.  You guys don't get to play in front of fans. I know part of this tour, you guys are 
definitely focused on golf, but there's a little bit more interaction with the fans. Is it 
different not seeing the full gallery and how's affect you guys? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, I'm getting used to it now unfortunately. I don't want to get used to it, it's 
a lot more fun to have the fans out, to have the excitement, the cheers. You know, I miss the 
atmosphere, but it's part of what we're doing and I think we all have to kind of count our 
blessings that we're out here, we're able to play, we're able to do our jobs and have a lot of 
fun playing golf for a living. Everyone in the world today isn't that fortunate, so I think we're 
really lucky to get to do what we do. 
 
You know, on the other end, it will be nice to have the fans back and have that atmosphere 
and it's -- the most awkward is kind of elevated greens. You can't see a green surface, you 
hit an iron shot in there, your playing competitor hits an iron shot in, it looks good and there's 
just dead silence. You have no idea if it's three feet or 30 feet. It's kind of that anticipation to 
get to the green. Usually we judge everything off the crowd's reaction, you can kind of get a 
good idea, oh, that's really close or uh-oh, what was wrong with that shot. You kind of start 
guessing at that point. 
 
Q.  Were any of your preconceived notions about the Champions Tour right on before 
you started playing out here and what has surprised you, if anything, about being on 
this tour? 
 
JIM FURYK:  I guess you take a look at the scores, so it's a track meet every week. 
Someone's going to shoot 14 to 18 under par in three rounds, so you always feel like it's a 
track meet. You've got to make a lot of birdies, you've got to shoot under par. That was kind 
of given. 
 
I guess what didn't I expect? You know, I was lucky my first two weeks that I played on golf 
courses that I knew really well. To go to Warwick Hills, a place I won on the PGA TOUR, and 
then to go to Pebble Beach, so these last two weeks are kind of like seeing a golf course for 
the first time, kind of getting my feet wet, trying to figure out the courses, which ones I like. 
 
You know, I would say the greens have been a touch quicker than I expected, put it that 
way. The green speeds from the events we've played so far have been no different than the 
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PGA TOUR, I just expected probably like a foot slower. I heard a couple guys tell me that, 
that I thought when I came out the greens were going to be a touch slower, but they're quite 
a bit quicker than I expected and really no different than the PGA TOUR. There really hasn't 
been an adjustment, which has been good as well. 
 
Q.  Will you be at Augusta next month? 
 
JIM FURYK:  I will not.  
 
Q.  Jim, the last four winners on this tour are Phil, Miguel, yourself and obviously 
Ernie last week. I mean, seems like the tour's kind of entering this pretty cool moment 
in time where just guys that were winning on the Tour, now winning out here, coming 
out here. Just your thoughts on that? 
 
JIM FURYK:  I think you probably always have that, right? You've got the guys that 
have -- and forgive me for forgetting folks, but the Bernhard Langers, Scott McCarrons and 
the guys that have been playing so well out here for so many years. I think we've got a pretty 
exciting class coming out with Phil Mickelson, Ernie Els, Retief Goosen recently, KJ Choi, 
Mike Weir, we have a pretty cool class. Rich Beem just turned 50, and I'm going to forget a 
bunch. We're going to have in that era right now from probably the age of 52 to 46 there's a 
bunch of players that were very successful on the PGA TOUR and I think you get that every 
year, new, exciting blood coming out here. I guess on the PGA TOUR that new, exciting 
blood now seems to be 20, 21, 22 years old. Out here, I definitely -- somehow I got a little 
younger and I got a little longer here in the last couple of months just by turning 50. It's been 
fun. 
 
I think to have Phil come out really, a guy that's won over 40 times on the PGA TOUR, to 
have him out here and playing now in the second event, he may play again later this year, 
he still wants to focus some on the PGA TOUR, but it's a big boost for the Champions Tour 
to have him come out and play. He's a guy that still moves the needle on the PGA TOUR, so 
it's a big bonus for us here on the Champions Tour. 
  


