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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 14, 2020 
 
RICKIE FOWLER 
 
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  I would like to welcome Rickie Fowler to the interview room here at the 
CJ Cup at Shadow Creek.  
 
Rickie, just some thoughts on the course and what you've seen so far out there. 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  The course is awesome. I've been here a couple times before, but it's 
been a few years since I've been here. It's about as good a condition as you're going to see 
a golf course from tee to green. From the Tour that's been involved here getting set up to the 
staff at Shadow Creek, I think they've done their job and they went above and beyond. I 
know everyone's excited to get things going tomorrow. 
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  And just some comments, this is going to be your first start at the CJ 
Cup. 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  It is. I've always enjoyed being able to go over and travel in the fall. With 
this being a somewhat new event, Allison and I got married last fall and that was a decision 
we made to take the whole fall off. So this was on my schedule wherever it was going to be. 
I was planning to play a bunch this fall. It's just been a little bit more convenient for some of 
the U.S. players that CJ agreed to bring it to the U.S. Like I said, I was going to be -- I was 
wanting to play regardless of whether it was here or over in Korea. So definitely excited to 
get this week going, but also looking forward to being able to go over and play in Korea next 
year. 
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  Have you had a chance to try any of the Korean barbecue in player 
dining this week, any BBGO?   
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, so we've only been here for the two days before now, Monday 
and Tuesday, and I've had Korean boxed lunch each day. I've been happy with it. I'm 
someone that loves food, I love having options and it's not every week that we have a 
Korean option for lunch. 
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  Awesome. And one last question before we open it up to the media on 
the line, you're playing in the charity challenge presented by MGM Resorts this afternoon. 
Just some comments on participating and playing alongside Bubba Watson against Kevin 
Na and Ben An.  
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, looking forward to it. Bubba and I have a long friendship that kind 
of started back in really 2010, someone I spent a lot of time with, and Ben being a somewhat 
similar age, Kevin someone I've watched for a handful of years before I got out here. Guys 
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I'm all friendly with. We're going to have a good time out there. Hopefully go beat up on 
Kevin and Ben, but we've got some tough opponents on us. We're going to go out, have 
some fun, hopefully provide some entertainment, hit some good shots, they'll probably see 
some bad ones, but that's part of it. It will be a good afternoon. 
 
Q.  Rickie, you talked last week about some of the struggles you've kind of gone 
through with your swing changes and then obviously didn't get the result at 
Summerlin that you were looking for last week. Can you talk a little bit about how 
much this week is about getting your game straight again, how much is it about trying 
to win and how much is it about prepping for Augusta? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, I mean, last week was a bit unfortunate. I had -- really, I had four 
swings that cost me eight shots. That's kind of hard to do in two rounds of golf. But I drove it 
really well, putted it really well. Unfortunately, we had those that happened at the wrong 
time, took us right out of the golf tournament. It's the difference of being in contention and 
missing the cut. 
 
A lot of good stuff to take away. I got good work in over the weekend at Summit. This week I 
think the goal obviously anytime you tee it up is to go have a chance to win and be in 
contention come Sunday. For me to keep it simple would be trying to just piece together four 
solid rounds of golf. You know, still working on stuff, trying to simplify things as much as 
possible so there's less thoughts on the golf course. So the more that I can just go out and 
play golf and leave the range work on the range, the better off I'll be.  
 
Like I said, I drove it really well last week, putted it well, just cleaned some stuff with 
approach shots. Other than that, I feel really good about this week. This golf course suits my 
eye, I'm seeing the greens really well, so got to work on just getting to the green and we'll be 
all right. 
 
Q.  And then as far as Augusta, how much is your eye on Augusta at this point? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Well, I definitely look at that as our key event this fall. With CJ bringing 
the tournament here to Shadow, I think this is actually a great place for -- you know, to kind 
of have a little checkpoint of where things are leading up to Augusta. 
 
These greens could be fairly similar in areas to what we may see at Augusta with what 
they're capable there with sub-air as well as here. The greens are very firm as of Monday 
starting into this week, I'm not sure where they're going to take them. Greens are rolling 
perfect. I think something, two similarities we may see at Augusta. But yeah, I'm looking 
forward to being here this week. CJ's been great to me. Looking forward to playing well and 
using this stretch leading up to Augusta to make sure we're ready to roll. 
 
Q.  How much are you going to play leading up to Augusta after this? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I'm playing this week with CJ, Zozo next week, a week off and then play 
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Houston into Augusta. 
 
Q.  Hey, Rickie. Just asked a few of the things I was wondering about, but is there 
anything you plan to do differently in your prep for the Masters with it being played in 
the fall instead of April? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Not necessarily. I mean, I do think that this week here at Shadow is, with 
the way the golf course is set up is a good checkpoint, like I mentioned. I think conditions 
could be very similar. And honestly, I don't think we'll really know until Monday, Tuesday of 
Augusta what we're really in for just because no one's really seen the golf course in 
November, how it could play, how much -- how early they were able to get started as far as 
the overseed and course prep.  
 
But as we all know, Augusta, they can make miracles happen, so I'm expecting to see an 
awesome place as normal, but it is going to play differently from what we see in April. 
 
No, as far as different prep, I'm going to go in very similar. I always try and play the week 
before I go to Augusta and that's typically Houston in the past and has been Valero Texas 
Open as of late. Yeah, excited to be playing Houston leading up and that will be my prep as 
far as game goes and we'll use Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday to see where the golf course 
stands.  
 
Q.  You mentioned Zozo and I just was wondering what your experiences are playing 
Sherwood, what your most vivid memory is of playing that place.  
 
And secondly, why do you think Tiger has been such a good fit there? He's got five 
wins and five runner-up finishes in the Hero World Challenges that have been held 
there. 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, I've been able to play Sherwood a few times when Tiger's event 
was there. I mean, the golf course is I think very much straight in front of you, it's a golf 
course that you have to get the ball in play off the tee. There's a couple holes that can kind 
of sneak up and you attack the golf course kind of from the fairway. 
 
Why Tiger's had runner-ups and some wins, well, he doesn't have to beat too many guys. 
Typically only 18, so he's got to beat 17. I was able to do it once. I've got a ways to go to 
catch him, but you're also talking about arguably the best player that's ever played our 
game. So if he didn't have that record, we would be asking why hasn't he had the success in 
his own tournament.  
 
I think Tiger, you would put him up there as one of the best of being able to manage his 
game on any type of golf course. Sherwood's the perfect example of get the ball in play and 
go play your game from there, and he's been one of the best iron players over time. So get 
the ball in play and then go score from there. It's a great fit for him, but hopefully we're able 
to take down the defending champ next week. 
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Q.  Do you have to hit a ton of drivers on that course? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  No, you don't really, there's a few holes that you can, but you don't have 
to. It's got a good variety. Like I said, a bit more -- depending on how you want to play it. You 
can play aggressively, but you can also kind of take what it gives you. Like I was saying, I 
think the golf course is much more played from the fairway in, but the first part is obviously 
hitting the fairway.  
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  Any other questions for Rickie? All right, Rickie, with that, thanks so 
much for your time and good luck this week. 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Thank you. 
  


