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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 14, 2020 
 
ERNIE ELS 
 
 
Q.  Obviously a new week. How did you celebrate the latest win? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  We didn't do much, you know. I normally, in my past history if I won a 
tournament, there would be a big celebration on a Sunday, but this time took it easy 
because I had a day in Virginia Beach for a good friend of mine. He was in the Navy, Special 
Forces, and he's got a son with autism and the last four, five years we've done the 
tournament that benefits autistic kids in his area and our school. So I wanted to be in good 
form for that event, so didn't have anything on Sunday, didn't even have anything on 
Monday, so I'm pretty fresh.  But come this Sunday we'll have a couple and hopefully 
celebrate that event. 
 
Q.  How much fun are you having playing with guys that you played with for a long 
time? The competition's got to be pretty good. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, the competition is excellent out here. You see the guys, we got here 
yesterday and the guys already played, on the range, every week guys are playing. You get 
to the fitness trail and guys are doing their thing. I guess we have to in many instances 
because we're getting a little older and the joints aren't what they used to be, but the guys 
who are working, they're sharp, their all-around games are very sharp. You see that in the 
scoring every week, there's guys shooting very low scores and it's not going to be any 
different this week, so you've got to stay sharp. You can come with, you know -- you can 
come with a lot of heavyweight credentials, but you've got to still show it out here. 
 
Q.  Speaking of Dutch, you did the event with him yesterday, he's out here caddying 
for Rich Beem this week.  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, he's got Richie this week, a good friend of ours. Dutch loves golf. You 
know, he's retired from the Special Forces now, so he needs to stay busy. It will be 
interesting to see. I'm sure he's hiked some mountains in his times, but he's got Richie's golf 
bag on his back this week and he's going to love it. It's good to see him out there. 
 
Q.  What have you been told about this course and this event by guys that have 
played it before? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Well, I actually got to play nine holes yesterday late afternoon, I played the 
back nine. I mean, it's in unbelievable shape. This is an old -- I don't want to say old school, 
but it's got so much history. Just walking through the clubhouse, seeing all the tournaments 
they've had here. Sam Snead, I see he played here a lot, Fred Ridley, Augusta chairman, he 
won the U.S. Am here in '75. I see my good friend Vinny Giles, he plays here a lot. It's just a 
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great old design golf course. And that's what I like about the Champions Tour, we come to 
golf courses like this that might be a little outdated for the regular tour, but it's perfect for us 
to play. 
 
Q.  You were kind of going head to head with Colin this past weekend, and I was at 
the 1997 U.S. Open and you got him again in '94. Do you have needles, do you -- 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, he got me many times. I was just fortunate to get him a couple of times 
also. Like I said, he played right in my era and I was in his era. He was absolutely 
unstoppable in Europe, winning seven consecutive money titles there, which is really 
unheard of. He got his fair share of events over me and over everybody else. I was just 
fortunate enough last Sunday to make putts at the right time. I mean, how many times do 
you make a 40-footer on the 18th hole? Not many times. So it fell in my last this time. 
 
Q.  Sorry there weren't any fans. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Not enough fans. There were a couple of members out there, but it was still a 
great feeling. 
 
Q.  Ernie, I know it's a wraparound season this year, but you moved to No. 1. I don't 
know if it means anything yet obviously, but it might be nice to be No. 1 at this point? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  It is nice. I'm in a good position. But as you say, there's such a long way to go. 
It would have been very different if we were coming down the stretch now with two events to 
go, but we've got a whole year to go. It's basically like playing in a 54-hole event and you 
just played the front nine. Played the front nine very well, but there's still many, many holes 
to be played. There's still a lot of golf to be played, a lot of putts to be made, but I'm in a 
pretty nice position now. 
  


