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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 13, 2020 
 
SUNGJAE IM 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  We would like to welcome Sungjae Im to the interview room at the CJ Cup at 
Shadow Creek. We're also joined by John Kim, who will serve as a translator today.  
 
The first question for Sungjae, what do you think about Shadow Creek so far? What are your 
initial impressions of the course? 
 
SUNGJAE IM (through interpreter):  Yeah, so I've heard that (inaudible.) I found that it's a 
great course and it's a very difficult course, so I hope I can use the experiences from the 
past two days to have a good result. 
 
JACK RYAN:  What are your goals for this week at the CJ Cup? 
 
SUNGJAE IM (through interpreter):  Yeah, so this is my third year playing in the CJ Cup 
and the past two years I've always finished in the middle of the pack, around 30th to 40th 
place. Hopefully this year I can finish either in the top-10 or the top-5 if possible. 
 
JACK RYAN:  You're paired with Justin Thomas and Brooks Koepka for the first two rounds, 
the two past winners of the CJ Cup. What are your thoughts on that, and if you could pick 
two players to play with, who would you pick? 
 
SUNGJAE IM (through interpreter):  Yeah, so obviously the pairings this week, I've been 
paired with very strong players, well-renowned players, so there's some pressure that 
comes with that, but I feel I can learn a lot from these players and hopefully learn a lot. If I 
had to choose two players, it would probably be Rory and Rickie. 
 
JACK RYAN:  You played with a couple KPGA players yesterday. Who are you closest with 
and what did you guys talk about. 
 
SUNGJAE IM (through interpreter):  Yeah, so yesterday I played with one of my college 
friends, Sung Hyun Kim, who's here right now, and today I was able to play with a couple of 
Korean players who I trained for the national team with and who I grew up playing golf with 
in addition to Sung Hyun Kim. So we were able to play a really fun round and yeah, it was 
really great. 
 
JACK RYAN:  As a CJ player, how special is this tournament to you? 
 
SUNGJAE IM (through interpreter):  Yeah, so this is obviously my sponsor event, so I 
would like to really thank my sponsor for making this event possible. As a thank-you, I hope I 
can produce some good results this week. 
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JACK RYAN:  What are you practicing in particular or focusing on for this week? 
 
SUNGJAE IM (through interpreter):  Yeah, so having played yesterday and today, I 
noticed that because the greens are so fast and there are a lot of up and downs on the 
greens, there are some parts where it's really fast and some parts where it's really slow, so I 
think putting speed is really important. And also the rough around the greens aren't that 
long, but it's sometimes really hard to do distance control out of the rough onto the green. I 
think if I focus on those two things, then I will hopefully be able to produce some good 
results this week. 
 
JACK RYAN:  You are joined by a lot of fellow Koreans in the field this week. What are your 
thoughts on the continued strength of Korean men's golf? 
 
SUNGJAE IM (through interpreter):  I honestly think it's so great that golf is growing in 
Korea and more players are coming to Korea. I hope to see more and more of my fellow 
Korean golfers come over to the United States, and when they do, I will do my best to relay 
my experiences to help them grow as well abroad. 
 
JACK RYAN:  We know it might not be the same as if you were to win this event in Korea, 
but how excited would you be and how driven are you to be the first Korean to win the CJ 
Cup? 
 
SUNGJAE IM (through interpreter):  Yeah, so I had my first victory at the Honda Classic 
this year and if I were to win this tournament as my second victory at a sponsor event, I think 
my happiness would be twofold. I hope that I can do my best this week and produce the best 
result that I can. 
 
JACK RYAN:  Those are all the questions we have. Thank you for your time, Sungjae. 
  


