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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
October 11, 2020 
 
ERNIE ELS  ( -12) 
 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Ernie, congratulations on your win at the SAS Championship. Wild day 
with the weather, and the leaderboard was packed. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, thanks. I got to the golf course this morning and the weather wasn't 
looking good. We had a delay and there was probably a chance that we wouldn't play there 
for a while. But then, you know, the grounds crew did a hell of a job, tournament officials got 
us on the course, played. Yeah, I mean, I had 64 in my mind to try to get to 14 under par, I 
was starting at 6 under, but conditions helped. It was tough scoring out there. 
 
I actually had a pretty crappy start, I was 1 over through three and then I started getting the 
putter going and I made seven birdies from -- No. 6 was my first birdie, to 18, so seven 
birdies. It was just good enough. 
 
Q.  First time you're here. What does it mean to win here, Prestonwood, first time 
coming here? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, wonderful. Every golf course to me is a new one because I'm a rookie, I 
haven't played too many tournaments out here on the Champions Tour, it's my first year. 
Yeah, I'm going as I see it. 
 
But I had a really good feel for the golf course in the pro-am. And I must say, the greens and 
the greens superintendent got to get a prize, these are some of the best greens we putt on 
all year. So love the greens and the golf course suited my eye, so I had a good time. 
 
Q.  Can you walk us through the putt on 18 from the moment you got on the green 
until it went in? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Well, you know, the Sunday flag is a tough one. It's on a shelf on the right, it's 
quite narrow up there. I tried to hit the correct shot, I tried to fade a shot in there, but I just 
got it too far left and it went down the slope. I had a bit of spin, so the ball really came down 
the slope a long way. I had 40 feet up and it's always tough to judge the speed of the putt to 
go up and then, you know, it flattens out to the hole. I read it right. You never know if you 
read it right, but I knew it was going to come right to left and then straighten up and that's 
exactly what happened.  
 
It's a crazy game. A couple of weeks ago I missed a very short putt to get in a playoff and 
today I make a 40-footer. figure that one out. 
 
Q.  Do you ever remember a tournament before where you never led the entire time 
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until the last shot essentially? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  It's happened before in my career, but not many times. Obviously I had a fast 
finish, 17 and 18. It was difficult, but I made the right putts at the right time for once. Like I 
say, that doesn't always happen. In this case, you know, I've got to count myself very 
fortunate. I played a good round of golf and it just held on. 
 
Q.  I know it was a couple days ago, but people were amazed about your draw out of 
the pine straw on 13 when you curved it around the tree. I haven't had a chance to ask 
you about it. Can you just explain that shot? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, I was fortunate there, I was just far enough to the right where I actually 
had a bit of a lie and line to the flag. I still had to play the ball down, it was on hardpan. I've 
played it a million times, I'm sure a lot of people have done that a million times, so I felt 
comfortable with the yardage. I think I had 145 or something and I just took an 8-iron, played 
it from kind of back in my stance and just hit a little lazy draw in there and it ran up. Pity I 
didn't make the putt, but that was one of the shots of my tournament. 
 
Q.  Ernie, you mentioned the weather. Did it feel like it was a little bit of a race against 
time out there today to try to get it in and not have to drag this out? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Absolutely. When we actually started, it was raining, then it held up a little bit, 
but there was always a bit of spit all day long. Then on the back nine it really started pouring 
down again. I really feel that the players felt it, too, because the pace of play was really fast 
on the back nine, guys were trying to get to the finish line, so that was a good sign because 
when Colin finished now it was raining again. It's tough conditions. 
 
Q.  Did you get a glass of wine? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  No, no, I thought I'll wait a bit. 
 
Q.  Ernie, could I ask you to expand upon when you talked about the Pebble 
three-footer and then a 40-footer today? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  It really is crazy. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  You know, it's amazing. Like amateur players, we work on stuff constantly in 
our games. There's so many different disciplines that you have to master in golf; one day 
your bunker play may be a little off, the next day your putting.  
 
So in my case, at Pebble I was a bit uncomfortable on the shorter putts and my technique 
was not quite where it should be. I had some time to think about it and work on it.  
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And I actually, I mentioned Mark O'Meara. Mark saw me after the first day. I missed some 
shorter ones again, so we talked about it. We've played so much golf together, I've known 
him 25 years, so he gave me a little something to work on and here we are. I've got to thank 
him. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Congratulations, Ernie. 
  


