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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 9, 2020      
 
SERGIO GARCIA 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We would like to welcome Sergio Garcia, 10-time PGA TOUR winner, 
to the Safeway Open.  
 
Sergio, welcome. This is your first appearance here, so I guess we'll start with what are your 
first impressions of the Safeway Open and particularly the Silverado Country Club golf 
course?  
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Yes, Mark, like you said, it's my first time here. Always wanted to come 
and play here at Silverado in Napa and unfortunately -- and obviously my wife wanted me to 
come and play and obviously bring her, but unfortunately the time of the year, this year kind 
of changes a little bit, but during the past usually we're in Europe, playing Europe, so it's not 
easy.  
 
I've obviously watched a little bit on TV in the past and I saw it today. Really nice golf 
course, just great visuals off the tees, kind of a little bit different, but it kind of reminds me a 
little bit kind of like Torrey Pines or Riviera, those kind of looks on the tees and stuff. 
Beautiful trees, beautiful high trees, really amazing oaks and cypresses and pine trees and 
stuff. It's a very pretty course and it's in very good shape. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Obviously it's been a really strange season for a lot of reasons, 
scheduling, et cetera. I know you missed the Playoffs for just a second time in your career 
since the FedExCup has been instigated. Coming here, was there a decision in that because 
of missing the Playoffs and wanting to get the season under way again and how important is 
it -- it probably doesn't even feel like a new season for you, but how important is it to get the 
season under way with a good performance here?  
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Yes, it definitely would be nice to get some good mojo going. I feel like 
my game, it feels pretty good. It's just a matter of kind of getting things going in the right 
direction, getting the ball rolling nicely and kind of riding that good wave. 
 
But obviously not being able to make the Playoffs made my decision easier to come here. If I 
would have at least played a couple of the Playoffs, then probably I would have taken a 
couple weeks off getting ready for the U.S. Open, but I didn't want to go into the U.S. Open 
without playing for four weeks. So at least get a little bit of competition energy going, 
competition like fluids coming into your body, you know. Just like I said earlier, hopefully 
some good feelings playing well and get some good confidence going into Winged Foot. 
 
Q.  How do you describe the sky outside today? I'm just curious if you've ever seen 
anything like that. 
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SERGIO GARCIA:  Similar. I think when we played in Australia, Australian Open at the end 
of last year, they also had some fires close to where we were there near Sydney. It's very 
similar to that. I guess it was a little bit dark throughout the day today, but it's kind of like a 
combination of clouds and smoke and, you know, a little bit of ash and stuff. 
 
But, you know, they're saying that the winds are supposed to kind of change, start from the 
south and it should blow all of these away and then it will be fine. But today was definitely a 
little bit cooler than it's been and a little bit darker throughout the practice round. 
 
Q.  What have you been doing the past three weeks? 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  A little bit of practice, enjoying the family, which is great. We've been 
spending a lot of time playing with Azalea and little Enzo and watching them grow, doing 
some things with Angela, with my wife in the house and seeing some friends and obviously 
playing a little bit of tennis and practicing a little bit. It's been a good three weeks. 
 
Q.  And Mark mentioned you not making the FedExCup. How do you explain someone 
of your talents only having one top-10 in his last 18 Tour starts? What's happened? 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Well, it's quite simple. I think it's a combination of obviously this season, 
it's a little bit different because I didn't really play that much. I think I played only nine or 10 
tournaments because of everything that happened, because usually I start my season late. 
Obviously the last couple of years some of my decisions when it comes down to equipment 
and stuff like that didn't help me. Obviously took some of my confidence away.  
 
This year has been trying to find myself back a little bit, trying to find my feelings, my good 
feelings that I had in the past. I feel like I'm starting to get there, I feel like I've been playing 
much better, I feel like I've been hitting the ball much better. I just need to tweak a couple 
little things here and there and just get some good confidence going, some good things 
happening and then I feel like I can start doing some beautiful things again, which I've done 
pretty much my whole career. 
 
Q.  And what do you need to take away from this week to feel good about Winged 
Foot and what do you remember about playing there in '06? 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Well, I think, like I said earlier, just kind of keep working on the things 
that I've been doing, trying to make sure that it feels like I'm moving forward, that I'm getting 
a little more confident and a little more comfortable with everything that I'm doing.  
 
That doesn't mean that I need to win or I need to finish top-5 or something. Obviously it 
would be great to have an amazing week and hopefully have a great chance at winning, but 
at least if I see that I'm doing some good things and I'm able to do them throughout the 
week, it can be a good build-up for next week where obviously it's a tough golf course from 
what I remember. I've heard that it's in great shape and I heard that if the weather stays 
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good like it's been in New York for the past week or so, couple of weeks, it could be playing 
quite tough. So I've always enjoyed those kind of conditions. 
 
Q.  The Aussie Open was a bit different, wasn't it? We had that smell there as well. 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Yes. 
 
Q.  You mentioned spending time with the family. Can you talk to kind of figuring out 
that work-life balance now at this stage of your career and trying to I guess get the 
motivation and the prep right when you do come out on Tour while still getting to be 
part of your family in those off weeks?  
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Yeah. I mean, the great thing is that I have a wife that -- I have a great 
wife that understands what I do for a living and she knows how much of our life golf is a part 
of, so that's great. 
 
Yeah, it definitely changes, I'm not going to lie. Now, as soon as I finish practicing, I just 
want to get back home as quickly as possible so I can see everyone and enjoy our time 
together. 
 
But I try to prep as much and as well as I did in the past. There's no doubt that your 
mentality kind of changes a little bit as you become a father and you have a family and stuff, 
but it's all great things and trying to enjoy them and do them as well as possible. 
 
Q.  Can I ask, when you see the success of Jon Rahm, is that something that fires you 
up as a fellow Spaniard? Like do you enjoy that and does it give you hunger to kind of 
get back to your best? 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Yeah, for sure, and it makes me feel proud. As a Spaniard, it makes me 
feel proud to see another Spanish player playing and doing as well as he's doing. It's great, 
the same way that when I was coming out and Seve and Olazabal were watching me, I 
know they were proud of the way I was doing not only for golf but for Spain. That's the way I 
see it also with Jon and with any Spanish player that plays well. It definitely is great to see 
him doing so well and I just -- I want to keep working hard to make sure that I can get as 
close to his level and DJ's and Rory's and everyone where I've spent most of my career 
fighting against.  
 
Q.  What do you think of Jim Furyk and Phil Mickelson playing -- they each played 
once on the Champions Tour and won right away. Sort of that decision of weighing 
whether to go on the Champions Tour or stay on the PGA TOUR. I realize you're nine, 
10 years away from that, but how do you think you sort of weigh that decision when 
you get there and curious your thoughts on what they're doing. 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  I don't know. Obviously it's difficult for me to talk about what's going on 
in their heads and it's difficult for me to say exactly what's happening until I get in that 
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position. 
 
It's obviously -- the only thing I can tell you is that probably four, five years ago I was -- you 
know, I was probably thinking I'm not even sure if I'll play the Champions Tour, I'll probably 
play very little, kind of like just relax and whatever. Now I look at it and I say, you know what, 
looking at it in a different way when I turn 50, I kind of become the young gun again on the 
Champions Tour, so like 50 is the young guy. 
 
So it is kind of fun to have that possibility, and it also obviously depends. I understand that 
you want to play on the main tour, on the PGA TOUR because it's the best tour and it's 
where the highest level is played, and if you feel like you can still do it consistently, you want 
to. 
 
At the same time, I think if you're playing on the PGA TOUR and when you feel like you're 
playing great, you finish in 15th, 20th or something like that playing great, then probably it's 
time to say, you know what, I would rather go somewhere where playing at this level I know 
that I have a chance of winning every week or almost every week than having a great week 
and saying oh, I played amazing this week and I finished 20th. 
 
So we're all competitors at the end of the day and we enjoy winning. It's not the main thing, 
but it's a funny balance in between those two situations, I guess. 
 
Q.  And if I can ask one unrelated follow-up question, I know a lot of thoughts are on 
the U.S. Open and getting ready for next week, but as a Masters champion, what are 
your thoughts about a Masters here on the horizon in November? I mean, such an 
unusual scenario and we're all used to Augusta in the spring.  
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Totally. 
 
Q.  What do you think that's going to be like? 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  I don't know. I wish I could tell you. I don't think I've ever played Augusta 
in November, at least not that I can remember. But I've talked to some people, some of the 
players and stuff. A lot of the guys that live around the Atlanta, I guess, area, they've told me 
that the weather there usually is great in November. It's like mid 70s, low 70s, so beautiful 
weather. I don't know if it's good enough weather for the azaleas to be blooming perfectly, 
but I'm sure Augusta will do something about that. 
 
But for the course, it could be great. No storms, you can have the course nice and firm, the 
grass should be growing nicely. You know, it's exciting to see how the course will play at that 
time. 
 
Q.  Sergio, today the PGA TOUR announced the finalists for Player of the Year and I'm 
just wondering -- I'm not putting you on the spot as to who you'd pick, but just what is 
your thought -- 
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SERGIO GARCIA:  Who did they put, because I haven't even seen it, sorry. 
 
Q.  So it's Dustin, it's Collin Morikawa, it's Justin Thomas, Jon Rahm and I'm 
forgetting one person. What is your thought process on picking a Player of the Year? 
Is it majors, is it victories, is it -- what matters to you? 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Good question. I think that obviously the FedExCup is important. The 
way DJ's played the last three months or whatever, two and a half, three months has been 
very impressive Even though after having two really bad weeks, the way he overcame those 
and played so well. So yeah, obviously majors are important, without a doubt, but unless you 
win like at least two majors and you don't win the FedExCup, then you would consider 
someone to be Player of the Year in my eyes. 
 
I mean, I think Collin has had a great year, he's had an amazing year. Would I pick him as 
Player of the Year? Probably -- I mean, he had a great year. He finished pretty well on the 
FedExCup, he could be a good contender.  
 
I obviously would have to go for DJ because of the way he's played throughout the Playoffs 
and throughout the last three months more than anything.  
 
But at the same time, you know, obviously Jon has been very, very consistent throughout 
the whole year, winning a couple times and being very close to winning the FedExCup. 
 
So it's probably kind of feels like this year, because there's only one major, there's more 
candidates than maybe in the past when you would have maybe two candidates, one that 
wins the FedExCup and one that wins a couple majors and things like that. It's a little bit 
trickier, I guess. 
 
Q.  You mentioned earlier that your wife was very excited about coming out here. Was 
it about the restaurant scene or the wineries or the spas? What's she all excited 
about? 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Yeah, a little bit of everything, but for sure just a little bit of wine tasting, 
seeing some of the wineries, maybe a little bit of the food. It's a beautiful part of the country, 
so I think we're taking advantage of it because we haven't been here together. I think I've 
been here once in, I don't know, maybe 20 or 20-something years. It's nice to be able to go 
to a couple wineries that, you know, friends own and kind of get little tastings here and there. 
We were able to do that yesterday and we'll do a little bit today. It's nice to enjoy that with 
your loved ones.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  The fifth player that was not mentioned was Webb Simpson as a 
nominee.  
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Okay. 
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Q.  Sergio, thanks. Kind of along those lines, you're kind of able to enjoy Napa a little 
bit, but seeing these conditions, does it kind of spoil things a bit coming to a place 
that's so beautiful but now so dark and gray and gloomy? 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  A little bit, but it only spoils it if you want it to. I think at the end of the 
day you can still really enjoy what Napa has to offer. 
 
So obviously the views are not what you usually see, but that doesn't mean that you can't do 
many other things that can bring you lots of joy and beauty. We're just trying to make sure to 
do that. 
 
Hopefully, as we said earlier, hopefully the wind switches and it clears up and then we can 
have the whole package. 
 
Q.  And you mentioned that experience in Australia with all that smoke. If the winds 
don't and it's just so smoky, how does that kind of affect you if you're a better part of 
a week in just conditions like this? Do you ever notice any kind of symptoms from it? 
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  You kind of feel a little bit in the eyes, your eyes get a little itchy, a 
little -- you know, yeah, I mean a little itchy, maybe a little tired in a way. I think that the most 
important thing is drinking a lot of water while you're out there on the course, making sure 
that when you shower and stuff you kind of clean up nicely your nostrils and things like that.  
That's all you can pretty much do.  
 
The good thing is that even though it's a little bit ashy, a little bit smoky, it doesn't smell 
super -- like in Australia it smelled, you could smell the burned a lot more than here. I heard 
that like 92 percent of fires are under control and stuff, so that's always a positive. It's just 
looks a little bit different than you're used to, but it's not the worst thing. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Thanks, Sergio, we appreciate you being so gracious with your time. 
Have a great stay in Napa and good luck this week at Silverado.   
 
SERGIO GARCIA:  Thank you, Mark. 
  


