
 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

1 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 8, 2020      
 
SHANE LOWRY 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Shane Lowry, welcome to the interview room here at the Safeway 
Open, the first of the 2020-0201 season. You came off a season that you finished 123rd in 
the FedExCup, a good tournament at Wyndham to make the Playoffs and unfortunately 
missing the cut in the first one, but now you're here to start the new season. Just talk about 
the reason -- this is your first start here at the Safeway Open -- the reasons that you're here 
at the tournament and what you're looking forward to most. 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, I mean, obviously I wouldn't be overly pleased with how I did in, I 
suppose, last season, you know, but it was a strange one. I felt like I played okay in part and 
I felt like I had it going before lockdown and I struggled when we came back out and I rallied 
a little bit to make it to the Playoffs. It was disappointing to play the way I did in Boston, but 
that's just the way it is.  I've had a couple weeks off.  
 
And the reason I'm here this week is, you know, U.S. Open next week, don't really want 
three weeks off going into the U.S. Open. I'm close, I'm in America. My family are in Ireland, 
so I couldn't go back to Ireland because of the quarantine, there was no point, so yeah, I just 
decided to play here. Got here on Sunday, quite a nice place and I'm looking forward to the 
week. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  So you've managed to play 18 holes already here so far. What's your 
first impressions of the golf course?  
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, it's good. I can imagine there's a lot of birdies, but it gets quite firm 
and fast. Poa annua greens are tricky to putt on. Yeah, it's a nice course and it's a nice place 
and I like what I see so far, so hopefully I can play okay this week. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  It probably feels like a little bit of a coup for the tournament to have the 
current Open champion playing in the field. Is it kind of strange that you get to say that for 
like an extra year, I guess?  
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, it is a little bit. Obviously I am, you know, and I will be for another, 
whatever, eight months or whatever it is, nine months. It's nice. But obviously, look, it's very 
strange times and I still have the Claret Jug at home and it will be nice to have it on the 
Christmas dinner table here again. I look forward to going back to St. George's defending 
next year, but obviously we've got a lot of big tournaments between now and then as well. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Do you typically play like a week ahead of a major championship? 
You said you had three weeks off. Is that something you typically try and do or do you 
try and take a week off beforehand?  
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SHANE LOWRY:  I've done it all. To be honest, I didn't play the week before The Open last 
year so I doubt I'll ever play the week before The Open again. I tried it all and kind of had 
sort of mixed results. So, you know, like leading into the PGA last year, I didn't play for three 
weeks leading into it and I played okay that week. Didn't play the week before The Open.  
 
But I just felt, you know, I'm here in America. I would be down in Florida this week just 
playing golf every day and practicing and probably with my mind too much on the U.S. 
Open, so it's nice to get to an event.  
 
And look, this is a PGA TOUR event, this is a big event in its own right, so I want to come 
here and play well. Obviously I'm thinking about trying to get a bit of form going into Winged 
Foot next week, but at the end of the day I'm a proud golfer and I want to play well this 
week. For me, this is the only week that matters right now. Then when I get to Winged Foot 
next Monday I'll start to think about that, but obviously this week first and foremost I want to 
do well. 
 
Q.  Shane, how have you spent the last couple weeks since the Playoffs ended for 
you? 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  I went to -- spent a week in Newport with some friends, played a little bit 
of golf and just hung out. It was quiet enough. Everybody was pretty much on lockdown like 
most places in the world, definitely where I've been anyways. We just kind of took it easy.  
 
Then last week I was in Florida just practicing, playing and getting ready. I've got some new 
equipment in the bag, so just trying to get used to that and getting ready for this week. Yeah, 
trying to get better, I suppose. 
 
Q.  Does it feel like the start of a new season for you and if so, do you set any goals at 
this point or are you more of a guy that does it at the end of the year? 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, to be honest, it doesn't feel like a new season at all, it's strange 
because I've never played the Fall Series over here, I've always been back in Europe this 
time of year playing in that and playing the end of our season in Europe. It is strange to be 
starting a new season this week, but I just see it as another event. To be honest, it's nice to 
be able to get some events under my belt this year this time of year in America because 
normally I come back out in January or February with like, you know, a long way behind the 
top guys at the top of the FedExCup. So it would be nice to hopefully get a few FedExCup 
points on the board and hit the ground running. 
 
Q.  What do you know about Winged Foot and how are you trying to prep for it this 
week, if at all? 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, I just know it's going to be hard. I just know it's going to be one of 
those courses where you're going to have to drive it in the fairway and you're probably going 
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to have every part of your game is going to have to be good to compete next week.  
 
Like I said, I've got some new equipment in the bag, a new set of irons and a new driver, so 
I'm trying to get used to that this week and I'm trying to hopefully build some confidence with 
them going into next week.  
 
But like I said earlier, I feel like this week is a PGA TOUR event and doing well in any PGA 
TOUR event is not easy, so I'm focused really on trying to play as good of golf as I can this 
week and see where my game is at going into next week, but it will be really nice to have a 
good week this week. 
 
Q.  I just want you to follow up on that equipment change you were just talking about. 
Give us a little more detail. You said full set of irons and a new driver.  
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, Srixon came out with some new equipment, a new set of irons, 
which are similar. They look a little bit different to what I've been using, but they perform 
pretty much the same and I find the irons easy to change, so that's easy.  
 
And my driver, to be honest, I drove the ball pretty poorly over the last while and I do feel like 
there might be something wrong with the old driver. I used it for a couple years, maybe it's 
gone a little bit. I was getting some weird numbers on TrackMan and stuff, so decided to put 
a new driver in the bag. I used it the last couple of days and I've hit it pretty well, so I'm 
excited to see what they're like. 
 
Q.  I guess the reason I ask, too, is with so little offseason, if you will now, it's always 
hard to figure out when you're going to do that sort of a change. What made that for 
you, the fact you had these few weeks off?  
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, I had a full week down in Florida last week practicing with them. I 
came here yesterday with six drivers and I managed to whittle it down to one today, which is 
good. After a day, I'm down to one, so I'm pretty happy with that.  
 
Yeah, just obviously going into the U.S. Open, probably not the most ideal time to change, 
but some fresh grooves on the irons, I feel like they spin a little bit more, which might be 
helpful at Winged Foot trying to stop the ball on some of those greens, so it could help me 
going forward. 
 
Q.  Shane, hi.  Thanks for doing this.  I was going to ask you a question Adam asked 
you about, maybe if there is an excitement given this is the first event of a new PGA 
TOUR season, but you probably answered that already because I know this time of 
year you're probably thinking about going to Portugal, Turkey, playing the Dunhill.  
 
But I was going to ask you, talking about excitement, I remember being there and as 
everybody else did on that 18th green at Portrush last year when Wendy and Iris came 
out, how special was that for you being a parent? I'm just sort of, with that in line, just 
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thinking what Rory could go through now with the fact that he's now got a daughter 
now as well.  
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, yeah -- 
 
Q.  Did you know that Rory was expecting? 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Oh, I've known. Yeah, I've known all along. 
 
Q.  I thought you might have. 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  I'm very surprised that it didn't get out quicker, to be honest. Yeah, I've 
known all along.  
 
Yeah, like look, I've always -- I remember since we've had Iris, I just wanted to get my first 
tournament win when she was there and that's will I've wanted to do, and I'm sure Rory's 
going to be in the same boat.  
 
Look, it's so nice to have your family there when you win a tournament. It literally is the best 
thing ever to be able to celebrate with them, your little girl to be able to run out onto the 18th 
green, that's just -- it doesn't get any more special than that. And to do it -- you know, I did it 
in Abu Dhabi last year and to be to do it at The Open was something special. Yeah, it's 
something that he'll want, so yeah. 
 
Q.  Are you camping by yourself at the moment still?  
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, I'm still alive. Look, it's been hard, yeah. The girls went home six 
and a half weeks ago, so it's not been easy at times. I miss them an awful lot and I'm -- you 
know, to be honest, probably if it wasn't for the U.S. Open next week, I probably wouldn't 
have lasted the full stint over here because it's just been incredibly hard. Yeah, look, U.S. 
Open next week then I'm home the week after, which is nice, so I'm looking forward to that. 
 
Q.  I was going to ask you a question about being home. You said going home after 
Winged Foot. Any plans what you're going to do European Tour-wise? 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, I'm going to play the Irish Open. So I'm going to go home after 
Winged Foot, go straight up north and play the Irish Open and then I'm going to take some 
time off to be honest, Bernie. I would like to play Wentworth, but it just doesn't make sense 
for me to go over and play Wentworth for one week and have to come back to Ireland and 
quarantine for two weeks. It's just something that I can't do. I've been away from my family 
for too long and I'm missing a certain stage in my daughter's life that I don't want to miss and 
it's not been nice, but it is what it is.  
 
Yeah, so I'm playing the Irish Open, then I have a couple weeks off and then I come back 
Stateside. 
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Q.  Okay, thanks. Wish you well this week.  
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Thanks, Bernie. 
 
Q.  Shane, just talking about the family there, how difficult was it to decide to head 
straight back and go straight to Northern Ireland rather than say, look, maybe I'll give 
the Irish Open a skip this year and get back to be with the family. That must have 
been quite a difficult one. 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, I suppose for me it's never really a difficult decision to go play in 
the Irish Open. Look, it's something that I obviously won as an amateur and it kickstarted my 
career, so it's something that means a lot to me.  
 
You know, to be landing in Dublin airport and taking a left out of the airport and going up 
north as opposed to taking a right and going down to my home will be more difficult than 
anything, I suppose.  
 
But look, I'll have a few weeks off after the Irish Open, I'm planning on that and planning on 
just taking some time off with them. All in all it will be almost 10 weeks away from them, so 
it's not ideal, especially when your daughter's growing up and she's only three and a half, 
but it is what it is. It's not like I'm going to war or anything, I'm just going to play golf, so I just 
have to get on with it. 
 
But year, that will be the most difficult part will not being able to go home when I land in 
Dublin, but yeah, I'll be straight into the European Tour bubble and play the Irish Open. 
 
Q.  Okay. I thought you maybe had to fly to the U.K. first perhaps, but you can fly into 
Dublin, can you?  Okay.  
 
SHANE LOWRY:  To be honest, Brian, I have no idea. I have no idea, but I know the 
moment I get home I go straight up north. Whether I have to land in the north, I'm not sure. 
 
Q.  My second part of the question really was about the U.S. Open. Just curious, you 
haven't had a chance to visit Winged Foot yet then? If not, what do you know about 
it? What do you expect to face there? And what have you made of Dustin Johnson's 
form over the last while. He's quite a useful operator obviously in U.S. Opens and 
there are a lot of other guys, too.  Just on those points.  
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, Winged Foot is going to be hard, there's no doubt about it. I 
imagine it's going to be one of the tougher U.S. Opens that we're going to face. I'll see what 
it's like when I get there. I haven't been there yet. I'll just have to wait and see.  
 
Look, I heard Jon Rahm's comments last week saying that it's going to be over par will 
probably win the tournament. It excites me a little bit to be able to see what it's like, but 
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obviously it won't excite you too much if you don't have your A-game with you. So I want to 
bring my best game there and hopefully perform as well as I can.  
 
And look, obviously Dustin, what he's done over the last while has been incredible, but look, 
that's only -- that's why everyone knows -- everyone knows that Dustin can do that.  
 
I look at those guys at the top of the world like Dustin and Rory and Justin Thomas and Jon 
Rahm and Brooks and these guys, you look at those guys and when they bring the form that 
Dustin has brought over the last while, they're pretty much unbeatable and that's just the 
way they are. When guys like myself rack up to big tournaments, we just have to hope we 
bring our A-game and they don't. That's the way I've looked at it, that's the way I've looked at 
it my whole career. 
 
Q.  Shane, welcome to northern California. I was a little late, I'm sorry if this was 
asked already, but how hot has it felt up there the last couple days? I imagine quite a 
contrast to your childhood and your background in Northern Ireland. 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, southern Ireland. Yeah, I arrived here on Sunday and it was 
43 degrees, which is 114 or something like that, but I was in Florida for the last week and it 
was like a real feel of about 110 and it was humid and it was horrible, to be honest.  
 
The temperature here, yes, it was really hot, but it wasn't as bad as it has been in Florida. 
You know, I played in the height of the afternoon yesterday, I played seven holes at like 
2:00 and yeah, it was really hot out there. But I see that the temperatures are about to cool 
down this week, so it will be in the 80s or 90, which is not too bad. 
 
Q.  If I can ask one followup, I'm curious your take on the whole fall season. This 
year's schedule is obviously very weird with the U.S. Open and the changes because 
of the pandemic, but the Safeway has always been in the fall here in Napa and it's 
obviously always a challenge to attract (inaudible). I'm curious your thoughts on sort 
of what that transition should be like. This year it was literally two days between one 
season and the next. Going forward, how do you make the fall season work, do you 
think, and attract good enough fields to keep it compelling? 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  God, I don't know. I don't know if I'm qualified enough to be answering 
questions like that.  
 
Like I see, you know, years ago people used to have like a proper offseason where golfers 
would take like a couple of months off, but you look at it now, golfers like to play. Even the 
top golfers will play 25, 30 events a year whereas back 20 years ago guys were only playing 
like 20 to 25.  
 
I'm grateful that the PGA TOUR have events all year round that we get the opportunity to go 
play in big events for a lot of points and a lot of money. When you look at we still have 500 
FedExCup points for the winner here this week, which is the same as some of the really big 
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events on the schedule, it gives lads a chance to kind of come here and get their season off 
to a good start.  
 
But I think the Fall Series is good. I've never played it because I play both tours, I play in 
Europe, but this year I'm planning on playing a little bit and I'm looking forward to hopefully 
getting a few FedExCup points on the board and getting my season kickstarted. 
 
Q.  Shane, we saw you drink a few pints of beer after you won The Open. This is wine 
country. Are you much of a wine drinker?  
 
SHANE LOWRY:  I do like a glass of wine, but I don't drink the week of tournaments, so I'm 
taking it easy, I'm relaxing. We are going for a nice meal tonight, we're going to French 
Laundry tonight, which is supposed to be very special, so I'm looking forward to that. I'll 
leave the drinking to Bo. Bo will look after the wine for me this week. 
 
Q.  And you've got a good story of something that you did with the trophy in the year 
that you had it? 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Not like -- I just probably did with everyone else did, I brought it around 
for friends and family to see it. The odd time, yeah, there was maybe a drink out of it, but I'm 
sure a lot of the guys did that as well.  
 
I really enjoyed having the trophy. It's just such a special piece of history and to have that in 
my house, you do pinch yourself every now and then. And look, when you lead the lifestyle I 
lead or we lead and you get to achieve something like that, it's just incredible. Like I said, at 
the odd time you do sit back and you do pinch yourself that I've achieved what I have done 
so far, and obviously I'm very driven and very motivated to achieve a lot more, but to have 
that under my belt right now is pretty good. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  All right, Shane, thanks. That wraps it up and we appreciate you making 
the time and have a great week at Silverado. 
  


