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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW    
September 24, 2020 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Hudson, congratulations, really nice round, 7-under 65. You know the back nine's 
tougher than the front?  
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  I do know that. 
 
Q.  You played really well. Your thoughts on how this round went. 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  It was solid. Yeah, like you said, back nine's supposed to be a little 
tougher than the front, for sure. Hit a lot of quality shots really all day, hit a lot of good putts. I 
had a couple nice par putts there coming in at the end, but you're going to need that around 
here. Like you said, the back nine, there's a lot of 6- and 5-irons into par 4s and par 3s that 
are 240 and 200, you know, with water, so it's a good finishing stretch, for sure. 
 
Q.  Rolling the rock, that long putt you made at 14, the par 5 for birdie, 16 you make a 
long one for par, good putt at 17 for par. Did you just find something, just like these 
greens? How good was the flat stick? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Yeah, no, my speed was really good today. I didn't really run any 
by or leave any short, I just felt pretty comfortable with the speed all week. So when I feel 
like my speed's pretty dialed in, you don't expect to make a long one like at 14 and 16, but I 
hit really good putts and just had nice speed and they kind of went in. That was good. 
 
Yeah, I hit a lot of quality putts all day. Even on the front nine when I had a couple just run 
over the edge or kind of wiggle offline, kind of stayed with it and made a couple late to make 
up for it. 
 
Q.  You're on a major medical and you need I think 133 FedExCup points. Where is 
that in your mindset as you start playing a lot this fall, especially when you start out 
with a round like this? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Yeah, it's been wearing on me there for a little bit because I had 
restarted my medical and I only needed maybe 19 points, but I only had one event. So I 
restarted and it was wearing on me a little early on, wasn't playing unbelievable golf trying to 
predict outcomes, but kind of reset this past week. Actually played pretty good at Napa, but 
was getting a little frustrated. Just kind of had a reset with a mental coach, Dr. Bhrett 
McCabe, and just every week's an opportunity. Like I've been playing good golf and just let it 
happen. You know, the hard work's kind of showing off now. Try to take one shot at a time. I 
mean, I'm going to play golf the rest of my life and the rest of my career, so major medical's 
just kind of got to put it back on the back burner. 
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Q.  Hudson, 7 under par, excellent start. If we can get some comments on your round. 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Yeah, it was good. I had really good rhythm all day. It wasn't 
blowing like it normally has here. I was here maybe a year ago and it was blowing maybe 
20, 25. Felt like I had good rhythm all day, and the speed on the greens was great. Made 
some long putts, made some short, you know, great short par putts. Hit a lot of good quality 
putts.  
 
So I just felt like if I just kept giving myself chances, it didn't matter really where, I just felt like 
I could make some putts. Just tried to make it as simple as possible.  
 
And it's tough on that back nine, too. It's not an easy stretch of golf. It was nice to get some 
misses on the front, just burning some edges, but made a lot of putts and kind of capped off 
a nice day. 
 


