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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW    
September 23, 2020 
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Charley Hoffman, thanks for joining us here at the Puntacana Resort & 
Club Championship. This is your first trip to the Dominican republic and your first tournament 
here. So you just played nine holes in the pro-am and I'm sure you had a practice round the 
day before. Just your first impression of the golf course and general impression of the 
Dominican.  
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah, the general impression, yeah, it couldn't be any smoother. 
The airport's pretty much right on site and then after that, expectations are met. Beautiful 
resort, self contained, very safe. Golf course is PGA TOUR caliber with even better views. 
So it's a great spot to come and play and I'm looking forward to getting the competition 
started. Nine-hole pro-am, great group of guys, really enjoyed the guys I played with and 
looking forward to a great week here in the Dominican.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  It really is a stunning place. You made your season debut at the 
Safeway Open with a tie for 56th. How would you assess your game currently and what do 
you feel like, having seen the golf course, what you need to excel at this week to get across 
the line?  
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah, my game's coming around. Spent pretty much all year last 
year slightly hurt. Feeling healthy, feeling good. Ended the year in the Playoffs with a decent 
run, ended a little shorter than I wanted to. Played pretty good at Safeway. The last round 
wasn't what I was looking for, but making the cut on the PGA TOUR is always good. Looking 
forward to playing a pretty heavy fall schedule and trying to knock off some Ws and get back 
to Kapalua and the Tournament of Champions. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  You mentioned the Playoffs. You're one of just nine players that's 
advanced to the Playoffs every season since the FedExCup's been introduced. That's a 
pretty unique achievement. How do you rank that in your career? I mean, that's pretty high 
up there, I would imagine. 
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah. I mean, first of all, health is important. It's hard to play 
against these guys hurt and to be able to sort of scrounge a year together last year was 
nice. You can't give these young kids any edges nowadays, so trying to stay healthy in the 
gym trying to get my body in better shape and use a little medicine that Bryson's sort of 
prescribed for everybody to try to hit it a little further and definitely try to take advantage of 
distance out here on the PGA TOUR. It's obviously the new rave and I think all of us are 
trying to do it. The closer you get to the hole, the better the scoring opportunities are. So try 
to hit it far, find it, go get it and make a bunch of birdies. 
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MARK WILLIAMS:  You brought up Bryce DeChambeau's name. I guess we should ask 
you, what are your thoughts on his victory at the U.S. Open last week at Winged Foot and 
just the way he dominated the field. 
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah, as we all know, it's very hard to win any golf tournament on 
the PGA TOUR, let alone a U.S. Open, but to go out and shoot under par on a day that no 
one else broke par in the final group, it's special. He's changing the game of golf.  
 
Fairways are important, but getting it close to the hole is the most important thing. I think he 
sort of made you think differently around the golf course. When I first came on Tour, you 
wanted to sort of plot your way around the golf course in between bunkers and give yourself 
opportunities that way. Now it's hit it far, go get it, and the ones you hit in the fairway you can 
really attack and the ones you don't you're just sort of trying to make par.  
 
So it's definitely changed the way we've thought a little bit. You say Tiger changed the game 
X amount of years ago in the early 2000s, but he was sort of doing the same thing back 
then, hitting it long and getting a lot of opportunities. What he's doing's a great formula. I 
mean, you've got to hit it hard. Pretty much the top-10 players in the world all bomb it. I think 
Webb's pretty much the only asterisk in that.   
 
So it's something the modern game of golf is. You can like it, you cannot like it, but it's just 
the reality. As I say, athletes are playing golf now, we're training in the gym harder, we're 
trying to find speed. It's not the game that I grew up playing originally, but I'm trying to adapt 
and I love watching these young guys explore different avenues and Bryson's definitely 
doing that. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We don't have any questions in the queue right now, but I'm just going 
to continue on here and just say that you're a member of the Player Advisory Council. 
You've had a particularly busy time since the pandemic's hit us and the way that you guys 
have contributed to having the Tour back and playing.  
 
But this week is a little bit special because this is the first week back that we've had a 
pro-am and also there's going to be some, a small number but some gallery on the grounds. 
If you could just share some thoughts on the process to get that to where it is and what it 
might be looking like going forward from that perspective at tournaments. 
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah, and the first international event we've had, so there's all 
different things we've looked at for the few months that we were off. It was a call with the 
commissioner and his team and executive directors and other player directors. It was 
something that we were far from perfect on, but we put all the minds together to put the best 
formula together to make us succeed.  
 
I would say overall very successful. If you would have told us that we would have ended up 
with no breaks, no downtime with the pandemic going on, I think we all would have been 
nah, I'm not sure if you're correct there. But to do that and now start the season with an 
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international event, I've got to give credit to the players. We've set out a game plan for the 
players to follow. We somewhat have a bubble once we get on site, but the reality is we 
travel week in and week out. We do step outside the bubble, we've got to go to hotels, we've 
got to get food, so it's something that is far from contained, but our players have followed 
those regulations that we've set forth and it's shown that we've stayed healthy.  
 
We've had no really contact tracing-wise. If someone grabs it or gets coronavirus, they 
haven't really passed it on to anybody, which is the most important thing. We find it early and 
we keep it contained to that one person and we go on. You know, I give all the credit to the 
executive committee, the commissioner and most importantly the players for following the 
guidelines.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  And having said that, just from a personal perspective, how satisfying 
has this process been for you in communicating with the players mostly, but has it been kind 
of -- has it been kind of draining in a way and taken some focus away from your game or has 
it been really satisfying to contribute and have the situation that we're in now?  
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah, definitely way more satisfaction. It's nice going through my 
normal routine getting ready to win a golf tournament. Guys come up to you, "Hey, great job 
setting the plan together." It wasn't me, there was a team of us putting a lot of ideas. Some 
got shot down and some we went forward with. It's a slow process back to a new normal. 
Playing pro-ams, like you said, which went flawlessly today at Puntacana. I wouldn't see why 
we wouldn't start having more galleries. We are playing golf outside, we can maintain our 
distance of six feet very easy. Really the only contact you have is your caddie.  
 
It's something that we're lucky, we're a sport that we don't really have full contact with other 
people like other sports have. I don't see us going backwards, we're going to go forward, 
we're going to set a precedent on how we operate and I think other leagues are going to 
follow us. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Well, we really appreciate your time and insight. Have a great week at 
Corales Puntacana Club & Resort Championship. 
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  I'm looking forward to it. 
 


