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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW    
September 22, 2020 
 
HENRIK STENSON 
 
 
JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome Henrik Stenson into the interview room here. He is 
making his first ever start at the Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship.  
 
Henrik, while I know you haven't seen the golf course yet this week, it is pretty obvious from 
the drive from the airport that this is a pretty special place. If we can get some comments on 
being here for the first time. 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Yeah, looking forward to the week. Obviously Dominican Republic is 
well known for its ocean and beaches and great resorts. Excited to be here and visiting one 
of them, possibly the top one. It should be the top one, right? 
 
Yeah, it's going to be a fun week. Making my first appearance here. From year to year we 
tend to a lot of times end up in the same schedules and now with everything being shuffled 
around and up in the air, it made for a good trip for me to come down here and play this 
week and play next week as well in Mississippi. Yeah, a couple new tournaments. And 
having done what I've done for that long, I don't get to see too many new places these 
years, so excited to put a few new pins on the world map and meet some new people. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  With it being a new place, talk about the next couple of days and how you'll 
go about preparing for a new golf course.  
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Yeah, so as soon as we are done talking here I'm going to run out and 
play nine holes, so we'll get a nine hole pro-am, like Graeme said. We've got pro-ams back 
in place even though it's a limited one, we've got it back tomorrow, so I'll play nine tomorrow 
and I'll play nine this afternoon to familiarize myself with the golf course. My caddie, Glen, 
he's already been around it, so he should have somewhat drawn up the game plan already.  
 
I expect given how much it's been pulling this tent here for the last hour, I expect wind to be 
a pretty big factor and I can see why Graeme managed to win the championship last year 
being from Northern Ireland and a very good wind player. I think you've got to control your 
ball flight around here and really keep it in play. We've done well at The Open a few times 
over the years. Hopefully, I can bring my wind game this week, too. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Speaking of Graeme, we just talked with him a little bit about what a 
challenging year this has been for everyone. Talk a little bit about that and how your golf 
game has held up through it all. 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Yeah, I still played a fair amount of golf away from the Tour, but given 
how everything turned out and family-wise and where we positioned ourselves in the 
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summer, I took a slightly different approach to some of other guys. I wasn't really there when 
we picked up again, I've only played three tournaments in six months basically, so I've got a 
pretty full schedule ahead of me.  
 
Yeah, what do you do. It's been certainly different and strange times for us. I managed to 
spend some more time with the family, been a home a lot more. Now we're ready to take 
advantage of these tournaments in the fall and try and get the game ready and wrap up 
some points. Normally for me I'll play some on the European Tour on the back end of the 
year and don't really have a chance to get any of these fall events in. Yeah, I hope I can 
bring some game to a few of them and wrap up some FedExCup points like a head start 
going into next season.  
 
Q.  Henrik, I was going to ask you, is it a relief to be getting down to a course like this 
where, as you probably checked, 15 under, 20 under par wins particularly after the 
brutal test of last week, and how brutal was it in terms of the majors you've played? 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  I guess both yes and no. I think if I look at my career and my game 
and so on, I'm probably one that fares better on courses where we're looking at a winning 
score at 8, 10 under par rather than 20 under par maybe. I hope the same feeling that I've 
had before in my career when you play a tough U.S. Open test and the week off, that you 
feel like all the pin positions are accessible and if you miss, there's no rough and all the rest 
of it. So hopefully that goes for this week, too. 
 
Always a tough test at the U.S. Open and the rough was brutal. And it's more than anything, 
I found the green complexes to be extremely difficult around Winged Foot. We know they 
were built a long, long time ago and the speed of the greens were maybe perhaps not what 
we're seeing today and what we play today, so I think that makes them extremely 
challenging and very tough. 
 
Q.  In saying that, Henrik, would you rather play more Winged Foot-type courses or 
prefer to wait 14 years before Winged Foot comes back on the rota?  
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Yeah, that might be a very good description. Yes, please. 
 
Q.  You said you're playing here for the first time. Is there any consideration of 
heading across the pond and playing in a European Tour event or are you committed 
with the family there in the States to remain in the States? 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Yeah, I'm planning on staying here. I've certainly got my eyes on 
Dubai in December as a wrap-up of this 2020 season, but I'm staying Stateside and playing 
some on the PGA TOUR here for the next couple of months. Not making a trip over at this 
time, no. 
 
Q.  You talk of how brutal last weekend was. In your opinion, just put in perspective 
how impressive it was for Bryson to do what he did and what he's doing for the game 
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of golf.  
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Yeah, certainly a very impressive performance from Bryson. I tend to 
agree with Rory, if you would have given me the number of fairways hit and that kind of style 
of game plan at the start of the week, I probably wouldn't have thought that was the recipe 
for winning, either.  He certainly surprised more than a few with that.  
 
But hitting the ball a long way is one factor. I don't know the stats by heart, but I heard on the 
broadcast quickly that I think he had a 90 percent conversion rate last season inside 10 feet. 
So if that's the case, you can pretty much wrap it up as a great putting performance and 
short game and controlling his irons and everything. You're not winning a U.S. Open just by 
hitting the ball a long way.  
 
And also, there's a few factors I think to take into account at Winged Foot. One is that most 
of the green complexes are open, so from the rough you can scoot the ball in. If you then are 
standing back 140, 150 yards in the rough, you certainly have a much better chance to get 
that ball up onto the fringe or on the green than if you're 200 yards back and trying to do the 
same thing. So that certainly gives you that indication that it's better to be further up. 
 
And also the number of fairways hit at Winged Foot I think is pretty low in terms of 
percentages. So if everyone's missing a lot of fairways, again you ought to be further up 
than further back if you're in the rough. 
 
Yeah, certain courses it's going to favor game plans and style of play and that's worked out 
great for Bryson. Again, congratulations to his performance. 
 
Q.  I asked Graeme the same question. We've heard of the term "Tiger proof" when he 
burst onto the scene and changed the game of golf. Do you ever think we'll see 
courses being Bryson proofed?  
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Well, if Bryson can't reach them, then no one else will reach them 
either, I guess. Then it will be proofed for everyone.  
 
I think when that term "Tiger proof" came into effect, it would just play even more in the favor 
of that player who's hitting it further and playing better golf than the -- the harder it gets, the 
more it's going to benefit that player.  
 
The only thing you can do, of course, is making it even more narrow and deeper rough the 
further you go, but I don't think that's a fair way of setting the golf course up. I would like to 
see it the same. If you hit it 330 yards straight, you shouldn't be more -- you shouldn't be 
penalized compared to hitting it 290 and hitting it straight, and vice versa.  
 
So I want to see kind of the same setup no matter if you hit it long or short and how it looks if 
you miss. Numbers would tell you that it's harder to hit it 330 and keep it straight than 290, 
so it's still going to be more of a challenge to keep it straight the harder and longer you hit it. 
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Q.  I know you're still a pretty young fella, so if you had a choice, more muscles or a 
48-inch long driver?  
 
HENRIK STENSON:  I could always do with a few more kilos of muscles, I guess, so we'll 
go for the muscle then. It looks better on the beach here in the Dominican Republic as well.  
 
JOHN BUSH:  Henrik, as always, thank you for your time. Best of luck this week.  
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Thanks a lot.  
 


