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PRESS CONFERENCE    
September 22, 2020 
 
Graeme McDowell 
Henrik Stenson 
Frank Rainieri 
John Norris 
Manuel Sajour 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Good afternoon to all. On behalf of Grupo Puntacana and its friend, 
Puntacana Resort & Club, we warmly welcome you to our traditional press conference 
opening of the Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship PGA TOUR event 2020. 
This is a very special edition because we are celebrating the 50th anniversary of Grupo 
Puntacana. 
 
Thanks to all of our friends from the local and international press that are connected with us 
today by livestreaming as well as representatives of the PGA organization and Grupo 
Puntacana executives.  
 
Today we're going to share with you all the details about the third edition of the maximum 
golf experience in the Caribbean, Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship PGA 
TOUR event to be held here at Corales from September 24th to 27th. 
 
We will also want to acknowledge the presence of our board. In the center, Mr. Frank 
Rainieri, president and CEO of Grupo Puntacana. 
 
To his right, Mr. John Norris, senior vice president of tournament business affairs of the PGA 
TOUR.  
 
To his left, Mr. Manuel Sajour, Grupo Puntacana executive marketing director and also 
tournament director. 
 
We will also want to acknowledge the presence from the interview room of Mr. Graeme 
McDowell, winner of the second edition of the PGA TOUR Corales Puntacana Resort & Club 
Championship, and Mr. Henrik Stenson, professional PGA TOUR player and 2013 
FedExCup champion. Thanks for being here with us.   
 
To formally start this press conference, I would like to invite Mr. Frank Rainieri, president 
and CEO of Grupo Puntacana. 
 
FRANK RAINIERI:  Hello, everyone. I want to thank everybody that's here with us today for 
the launch of the event. I am very happy and excited to be launching this event for its third 
year now. We're showcasing the Dominican Republic to the world and we're very excited to 
showcase our beautiful beaches, their amazing cigars and really show what the Puntacana 
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experience is about to the entire world. 
 
This is an amazing week for us. We're celebrating our third year with the event and it is more 
incredible because we're also celebrating our 50th year anniversary, so it's great for us. 
 
When we came here many years ago, we had no idea that our destination would be and 
become the leader of tourism for the Caribbean. Right now we're all about showcasing our 
sustainability efforts to the world, not only showcasing everything that we have to do with 
resorts, but everything that we also do for our area. 
 
Today we're receiving players from all over the world. We're also getting some players that 
are local and they're going to be showcasing the local talent in the field. It's important to 
highlight that this is one of the first events of the season for 2021 and that means all eyes 
are on us this year. 
 
This year, because of safety protocols, we will not have spectators, but we will be live on 
Thursday and Friday from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Golf Channel, Saturday and Sunday on 
prime TV from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on NBC. Also, we'll have repetitions on Golf Channel 
outside those time frames. 
 
It is important to mention that our purse this year is $4 million, which is exceeded any 
Dominican price purse of any sport for the Dominican Republic. This also means that we're 
getting 500 FedExCup points for the event, and in addition, the winner will also get to play 
the Masters. 
 
This year has been full of challenges, but it also has been an opportunity for us to show 
resilience, to show compassion for our community and to come together. As in the past 50 
years has brought us where we are, so I invite you to imagine more. Thank you. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you, Mr. Frank Rainieri, for your words. We continue with Mr. John 
Norris, senior vice president, tournament business affairs for the PGA TOUR.  
 
JOHN NORRIS:  On behalf of the PGA TOUR, I want to thank Grupo Puntacana and you, 
Mr. Rainieri, for your continued support of the PGA TOUR. It's quite an accomplishment to 
have our third event here, but even more so to celebrate 50 years of Grupo Puntacana. 
 
You and your family have been amazing partners. We have had 11 events that were 
canceled this year and 14 more that have been rescheduled. This is the first event back on 
the PGA TOUR with a pro-am and we did that because we know that the environment is 
safe and good for our players and all of the people here on site. 
 
As you mentioned, it will be full FedExCup points, a $4 million purse and an invitation to the 
2021 Masters tournament. There will be over 30 more hours of television from the event this 
year over prior years and for the first time the event will be broadcast on a major network, 
NBC, over the weekend. As a bonus, we'll be back in six months again, in March, to come 
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visit you. 
 
This week the rest of the world will see what an amazing place, amazing people and general 
hospitality that this fantastic resort and country have to offer.  
 
Last night I was watching the news in my television room and it was a New York station and 
the newscaster warned the people on TV that it was going to be freezing cold in New York, 
so tell all of New York and all over the world it's not freezing here, come visit. 
 
Thank you again for hosting the PGA TOUR at your beautiful property.  
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you, Mr. Norris, for your words. We now would like to invite 
Mr. Manuel Sajour, Grupo Puntacana executive marketing director and also tournament 
director. 
 
MANUEL SAJOUR:  Thanks, everyone. This has been a very special year for all of us, but 
in particular with everything that has to do with operations, it has made it a very challenging 
year. 
 
This year we have created way more stations when it comes to bio-security protocols to 
keep our players, our guests, our volunteers and everybody involved in the event safe. This 
year makes the event a little different when it comes to operations. In order to make 
everybody safe, we are hosting bubbles of safety. We have three bubbles. One of the 
bubbles is PGA TOUR players, the second bubble is the media center and then the third 
bubble is everybody else that is on the course. All those bubbles have been previously 
tested for COVID-19 to make sure that everybody out there working in the field is safe. 
 
As you know, this year there will be no spectators, but we've done everything possible for 
you guys to be able to join into the experience by being live on the two channels that we 
already mentioned. But we also are going to host two areas for our just very top sponsors so 
they can come and view the event in those areas. Those areas are hole 19 [sic] and also 
hole 17 that are conditioned for very few VIP spectators that are our sponsors, because 
without our sponsors we could not make this possible. 
 
I want to showcase the five Dominican players that will be here with us. It will be Julio 
Santos, Isidro Benitez, Juan Jose Guerra, and the amateur, Marcel Olivares.   
 
I want to thank everyone and we wait for you in our live showcast from Thursday to Sunday 
from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.  
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you, Mr. Sajour, for your intervention. Now from the interview room 
we're going to welcome Mr. Graeme McDowell, professional PGA TOUR player and also our 
second edition winner of the Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship of the PGA 
TOUR. Let's give him a great applause. Thank you for being here with us. 
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GRAEME McDOWELL:  Hey, guys. Very excited to be back here in the Dominican Republic 
again for this great championship. It's been an honor to be representing the Rainieri family 
and of course the Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship for the last 18 months as 
their 2019 champion.  
 
And I just want to say a big congratulations to Grupo Puntacana on 50 years and I'm very 
excited to be back here for the third edition of this tournament, playing for $4 million like 
Mr. Rainieri said, but more importantly with the winner getting 500 FedExCup points this 
week. So it's exciting to be the defending champion and I'm looking forward to another great 
week on this great golf course.   
 
So yeah, I guess that's kind of pretty much all I have to say right now, but looking forward to 
spending some time with everyone, and again, big thank you to the Rainieri family and 
everyone here at Corales for having us back in the Dominican Republic, and the PGA 
TOUR, the players are excited to be here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you, Mr. McDowell, for your participation. We will now like to 
introduce Mr. Henrik Stenson, professional PGA TOUR player and 2013 FedExCup 
champion. 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  All right. Hi, everyone, great to be here. First time to visit Dominican 
Republic and Puntacana Resort, so yeah, same as Graeme, very much looking forward to 
the week. He told me a lot of great things about last year and here we are ready to play 
some golf. Look forward to enjoying the facilities and meeting everyone. 
 
It's always exciting to visit new places. I've been a touring professional for more than 20 
years now and there's not too many places you feel like you haven't visited, but this was 
certainly one of them. Yeah, it's great to see a new place.  
 
My wife actually played college golf in the U.S. and she came down to Dominican Republic 
25 years ago, I think it was, and played an event at a different resort. Obviously not the best 
one because that's the one we're at this week. She told me great things and yeah, 25 years 
down the line I get the chance to visit the country and see what it's got to offer. 
 
I would just join in with Graeme and congratulate Grupo Puntacana for the 50 years, great 
job. That's a wonderful achievement. Looking forward to seeing everyone throughout the 
week. Yeah, that's about it. We're ready to go and practice and prepare for the week and 
play some good golf. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you, Mr. Stenson, for your words. 
 
We would like to thank our special guests for their interventions and proceed with our Q & A 
session. We're going to read the questions entered by our journalists online. So we ask for 
all journalists to say their complete name, the media that they represent and also indicate 
the questions with the name of the person that you want to respond.  
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So let's start here, like everything is technological and we're online, so I'm going to connect 
here with our media. Let's see. Jules, look at this. We're connected with our media center 
and now here are all the questions from our journalists. 
 
INTERPRETER:  Do you think that having no fans can influence the game of the players? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  I mean, I can answer that question. Can you guys hear me okay? 
 
Listen, we've been very, very fortunate in the game of golf to be able to be one of the first 
sports to return back certainly on the television and being out there competing. We've been 
very fortunate, but there's no doubt that we miss the interaction of fans. We believe that our 
sport is much better and much greater with the fan participation and we look forward to 
safely being able to integrate fans back into what we're doing. 
 
It's nice to see here at the Corales Puntacana Club & Resort that we're going to have some 
VIP spectators and corporate hospitality here safely kind of hosted and that will be a nice 
way to kind of get some fans back on the golf course and get some nice noises and some 
good sounds and some great atmosphere. 
 
INTERPRETER:  Manuel Sajour, what are the national players? 
 
(No interpretation.)  
 
INTERPRETER:  What time are the transmissions of the days of play?  
 
(No interpretation.) 
 
INTERPRETER:  This is for Manuel Sajour. What has been the most challenging protocol 
that you have implemented yet? 
 
(No interpretation.) 
 
INTERPRETER:  This question is for John Norris. John, what do you think is one word that 
the players in the past three years would describe Puntacana as? 
 
JOHN NORRIS:  I would say spectacular. If I only had one word, I would say spectacular.  
 
INTERPRETER:  We have a question for John. Can you please let us know of how many 
places around the world will have competitors this year? 
 
JOHN NORRIS:  As I mentioned, we had 11 events that were canceled, and so every 
event -- Commissioner Monahan said that we will not come back and play golf unless we're 
sure our players, our sponsors and all the people who take care of them will be healthy and 
safe.  
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So we're really excited, as I mentioned, for this to be the first event back on the PGA TOUR 
where we're welcoming more than just the players, but some pro-am participants and some 
sponsors. 
 
INTERPRETER:  I want to congratulate your organization for having the courage to do this 
event here and now which showcases the country to the world. I would like to know what is 
the protocol when it comes to the competition. 
 
(No translation.)   
 
INTERPRETER:  This is a question for Mr. Rainieri. What has been the most memorable 
thing that has happened in the past 50 years?  
 
FRANK RAINIERI:  Well, there's many memorable things that have happened over the past 
50 years, but to be honest, the most memorable one is how my family along with the Kheel 
family came together to develop a dream. 
 
INTERPRETER:  And the last one is for Manuel Sajour. How many people does it take to 
put on this event? 
 
MANUEL SAJOUR:  In a normal event without safety protocols, we usually have more than 
a thousand people working with us, but since the event has no spectators, we're going to 
have roughly 300 to 350 people operating the event. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you.  
 


