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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW    
September 22, 2020 
 
JOOHYUNG KIM 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We'll get started and like to welcome Joohyung (Tom) Kim. Thanks for 
joining us here in the virtual interview room. I wanted to have you in just because I think 
you're a really interesting young player and a lot of people probably don't know much about 
you. 
 
First of all, you go by the name Tom. How did you get the name Tom? 
 
JOOHYUNG (TOM) KIM:  Actually, it was actually Thomas. I got it from Thomas the Train 
when I was young. As I grew older, some people started calling me Tom and I thought it was 
just shorter and just more simple. I think by the time I was like 11 I went just by Tom. My 
brother even calls me Tom. It was kind of natural. And my family calls me Tom as well, my 
friends all call me Tom, so it kind of came natural to me. It was that kind of a name. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Was Thomas the Train a favorite show when you were a youngster?  
 
JOOHYUNG (TOM) KIM:  Yeah, definitely. I had the whole thing, I had the lunchbox, I had 
the toys, yeah.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  You've had an amazing career for a very young player. At 17 you 
became the youngest professional to win on the Asian Tour. Just talk about your growth and 
where you are. You've played the PGA Championship, being the top 100 in the world to get 
into that tournament, and I know you played at the Safeway Open just a few weeks ago. 
What have those experiences been like on the PGA TOUR for you? 
 
JOOHYUNG (TOM) KIM:  Yeah, definitely. Ever since I started golf -- well, even before I 
was always (inaudible). Obviously my first PGA TOUR event, and it was a major, at the PGA 
Championship was a huge experience. Obviously with the situation that we have right now, 
there weren't fans allowed to go in, so everyone was telling me that it would have been a 
different feeling if they were there, but I was just happy to be there. I gave myself a chance 
to play.  
 
It's definitely different out here. The conditions, the greens, the fairways, the rough, it's all 
new. And the pin positions as well on the PGA TOUR are different from tours that I play, so 
it's definitely a big learning experience for me, a big step just to -- it just shows how good 
these players are, these conditions. And to shoot high under par on tough weeks and the 
cuts in majors, the cuts on PGA TOUR events, it just shows the difference in the level.  
 
It has been a huge experience for me and definitely puts a lot of things in practice differently 
as well and how I prepare for events. It just shows that -- how much that I need to improve 
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as a player. It's definitely been a journey and I'm just glad to be here and hopefully to play 
here full time soon. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  You said there's been a number of learning experiences. Is there one 
specific thing in the two Tour events that you've played that you've noticed maybe that other 
players have done that you've gone, okay, I need to improve in that area? Is there 
something that stands out?  
 
JOOHYUNG (TOM) KIM:  Yeah, definitely, I think it's just taking my medicine. Sometimes 
you get gnarly lies here and just tough pins, sometimes you just really have to take your 
medicine, just make a good bogey instead of like Safeway, I remember like I shot 5 under 
the first round, gave myself a good chance, so kind of felt like I wanted to keep shooting high 
under pars. Went for a lot of pins which I shouldn't have, was playing really aggressive and I 
feel like sometimes you don't need to do that.  
 
I feel like I was pushing myself a lot and I made a lot of soft bogeys and a lot of mistakes. I 
didn't really have the week that I wanted. Even in the PGA Championship, just kind of 
pushing too hard. And, you know, with the conditions, sometimes a soft bogey is okay, but 
sometimes taking my medicine and just kind of trying to play too aggressive. Just definitely 
shows you can see a lot of the best players in the world make bogey and just walk out of 
there and just rebound and bounce back. I couldn't really do that the first two events, so that 
for me has been a huge experience. Hopefully, try to gain more experience this week. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Do you have a favorite player on the Tour or somebody that you've kind 
of followed growing up to where you are now? 
 
JOOHYUNG (TOM) KIM:  To be honest, I follow all the guys on Tour. I'm a bit of a golf nerd, 
so I know a lot about these players. I study a lot about them, I still do.  
 
I've always been a huge fan of Tiger just because ever since I started golf, I think the first 
golf tournament I watched was Tiger winning the Masters, I think. And actually I saw him in 
Australia when I was like 6. He came to Australia at that time and I remember he was like a 
foot away from me and I was wearing his cap that was too big for me, but I wanted to wear it 
just because it was Tiger's cap. I was shouting "Go, Tiger" and got a tip of the cap. It was 
pretty fun.  
 
He's been so dominant all these years and it's pretty cool what he's done for the game and 
how he's impacted golf. So I've always been -- I've always looked up to him. And it's pretty 
cool that I met him in the PGA Championship and I was able to take a good souvenir picture 
with him. Yeah, he's always been a huge idol of mine. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  You mentioned that you're a big golf nerd, your words. Is there anything 
else that you do away from the golf course? I mean, obviously you follow golf all the time 
and golf seems to be your life. Is there other interests that you have that keep you busy 
away from golf?  
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JOOHYUNG (TOM) KIM:  For me other than golf, it's just sometimes just go out with some 
friends for dinner. Nothing really crazy, just simple dinner with family or friends, go back 
home, watch movies, watch some TV shows.  
 
To be honest, I watch a lot of PGA TOUR highlights. That's what I watch a lot just because, I 
don't know, for me golf has always been in my blood. I'm always trying to get better, so 
90 percent of it is golf. I watch all these guys play. Other than that, it's just really just 
watching some movies, good company and just rest. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  So you're just starting out in your career. Looking ahead, say I say to 
you in 15 years' time, what would you like to have achieved, what are your major goals, what 
do you feel like you're capable of achieving? 
 
JOOHYUNG (TOM) KIM:  I really would love to be World No. 1. That has always been like a 
goal just because Tiger Woods was so dominant World No. 1 for so many years. So that has 
always been like a major thing for me, World No. 1. 
 
I would obviously love to play on the PGA TOUR, win all four majors, be in the Golf Hall of 
Fame, just those big things I always would love to achieve. I've had that mindset ever since I 
started playing golf, so it's always with me. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Just one other question before we take you to the Corales golf course. I 
want to get your opinion on that, but finally, it sounds like you've lived in a number of 
different countries. Can you tell us which countries you've lived in and how that came about? 
Is it because your parents moved around a little bit, or just what's that situation?  
 
JOOHYUNG (TOM) KIM:  Yeah, I lived in China for a couple years. That was because I 
think my parents were living there at the time I was born. But I was born in South Korea, but 
once I was born, I moved to China. 
 
Then I lived in Australia for seven years. I think I went there to learn English. My parents 
moved there just because for me and my brother to pick up English, to pick up a foreign 
culture. 
 
Then I lived in the Philippines for six years. That was just because I think my parents moved 
there just because to learn English and everything, so it was a lot cheaper there to live in the 
Philippines, so we moved there for six years. That's when I actually picked up golf and 
started to play as a career. 
 
Then after the Philippines, once I turned pro I moved to Thailand for a year and a half and 
that's when I really took steps up to being a professional and achieving a lot of things.  
 
And I moved to Korea after COVID. In Korea at the moment, but hopefully I'm really looking 
forward to where my next place leads to in America. 
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MARK WILLIAMS:  How many passports have you been through?  
 
JOOHYUNG (TOM) KIM:  What do you mean by passports?  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  How many passports do you have? 
 
JOOHYUNG (TOM) KIM:  I only have one. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Has it been renewed once or twice or three times?  
 
JOOHYUNG (TOM) KIM:  Oh, plenty of times, yeah. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  That's a lot of places, a lot of travel. Just coming to Puntacana for the 
Puntacana Resort & Club Championship here at Corales, I'm guessing you've had a chance 
to see the golf course. Have you played all 18 holes already and just some thoughts on the 
golf course?  
 
JOOHYUNG (TOM) KIM:  Yeah, I played nine holes yesterday and I played 18 today. 
Definitely, just like I said, this course, it's windy just because it's by the ocean. Very slopey 
greens. Back nine's long into the wind. It's definitely positioning yourself and just kind of 
taking your medicine when you need to. 
 
It's what I've learned my past couple events. I think that's my goal this week, just play really 
smart, take advantage when you can, not to get too aggressive, just play my own game. And 
that's always been me, just do us and stay really focused and very -- you have to be 
hydrated this week, it's very hot, so make sure you drink a lot of water and make sure your 
(inaudible) too much. So that's the main goal. Other than that, the course is in great shape. 
Very slopey greens, as I said, and missing in the right spots is really important this week. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Well, it's been a pleasure to get to know you a little bit better than we 
did before and we appreciate your time coming in and sharing some of your insight as well, 
Tom. Good luck this week. 
 
JOOHYUNG (TOM) KIM:  Thank you. 
 


