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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 12, 2020      
 
STEVE STRICKER  ( -9) 
 
 
Q.  In 2018 you were the inaugural champion of the Sanford International, so I'm going 
to say you're trying to defend your title tomorrow. What is it about Minnehaha that 
you like so much? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I feel like I'm the defending champion. I haven't been here since 
two years ago, but I enjoy the layout. You've got to put it in the proper spot. If you don't hit it 
in the fairway, sometimes hitting it on these small undulating greens is tough, as you saw a 
couple short holes for me today that you end up scrambling. But if you get it in the fairway, 
you've got a lot of short irons in your hand and you've got some birdie opportunities on the 
back side, the par 5s that are reachable. So there's a lot of scoring opportunities, but some 
good holes, too, that you've got to pay attention to.  
 
Q.  Let's start with that final shot. That's a pretty nice way to end.  
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, nice way to end where you don't have to really think about your 
last putt all too much, just a little tap-in. Drove it in the rough again and that was kind of one 
that came out the way I thought it would come out. The lie was really good, it came out soft 
and I was able to put a little spin on it. A couple other ones that I hit in the rough, it was a 
crapshoot, so that one came out nice and nice way to finish up the round. 
 
Q.  Looking at your position heading into tomorrow with a chance to win for a second 
time. 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I'm in a good spot, but there's a lot of guys in this golf 
tournament, there's a lot of guys up around the lead. Who knows if my 9 under will be 
leading by the end of the day, but I like my spot and I'm going to have to go out tomorrow 
and put up another good round. That's my focus anyway, to get out there and make birdies 
and try not to make any mistakes. 
 
Q.  Seems like always after this event you're heading to like a big event, the Ryder 
Cup three years ago and it will be Winged Foot after this. Can you just talk about 
Winged Foot a little bit and heading there after this? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, excited to get back to Winged Foot. Last time I was there was 
2006 U.S. Open and kind of the turning point of the second part of my career happened at 
Winged Foot. I finished in the top-10, gave myself an opportunity to win there. My swing held 
up during the weekend play there and gave me some confidence and momentum, which I 
carried forward from that point on. 
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So I'm excited to go back, but I'm going to have to tighten up my game some. I'm not driving 
it particularly straight and my iron play is mediocre, but I'm putting well, which is nice to see. 
I'm going to go to the range and try to work on a few things and hopefully play well tomorrow 
and then next week. 
 
Q.  What did you see from Daly today? I know he had it going and then he finished 
bogey-bogey, but what did you see from him today? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I was rooting for him. He's playing great. He played great on that 
back nine except for the last couple holes. He's going through a tough time right now. I 
talked to him about it a little bit and shared my well wishes with him. Hate to see anybody go 
through that kind of pain, so hopefully he can keep getting ahead of it and endure the pain. 
And we would love to see him out here. He's a big part of this tour and people love to see 
him out here. 
  


