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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
September 12, 2020      
 
STEWART CINK  ( -14) 
 
 
Q.  Stuart, man, you got off to such a great start. When I saw that, I go, Stuey's going 
to go low today. When he gets it going, you usually keep it going. Not quite what you 
wanted on the back nine, but great playing. 
 
STEWART CINK:  Thanks. I did start off hot, I don't know how else to describe it. But, you 
know, I parred 9. I was just in front of the green in 2 and I hit kind of an indifferent third shot 
to about 10 feet and didn't make the putt, and that was just a little bit of a momentum staller, 
just a little bit.  
 
And then after that I was still pushing. I made one more birdie, but I just couldn't get anything 
stuffed in there close and couldn't get any putts to fall. All in all, though, it was a round I'm 
really pleased with. 
 
Q.  Talk about that a little bit because there's a lot of guys on Tour that they played 
great, maybe made $40 million, but they don't go that low that often. When they get it 
going, they just kind of -- there's two different types of players, 6 under through six, I 
wish I was on 18, I don't mess around, or I wish I was on 2. You're the guy that likes to 
be on No. 2 because I'm playing good and I'm going to keep it going. 
 
STEWART CINK:  Well, it's a learned skill. It's not just something you're born with, it's 
something you have to work on because your body and your brain work a little differently 
when you get in that kind of, they call it the rarefied air sometimes. You know how it feels. 
You do have to train yourself how you're going to be. You've got to be prepared to be 6 
under through seven holes and you've got to be prepared to be 6 over through seven holes. 
I've done a good job of both of those and I've done a terrible job of both of those. But a part 
of that's golf and just putting yourself in that position enough times to sort of unlock 
whatever's going to happen. 
 
Q.  Looking forward to tomorrow I've got to think? 
 
STEWART CINK:  Absolutely. I don't get in these positions every time I play anymore. I 
would like to, but to be up there where I might have a shot at, you know, making some noise 
here with a really good round. And my son, Reagan's on the bag, it's a really special week. 
We're having a great time and he's doing an awesome job. I'm just going to enjoy tomorrow 
and keep on pushing.  
 
Q.  You talk about a learned skill. What have you learned over the years about starting 
Sunday near the top of the leaderboard and how to handle that? 
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STEWART CINK:  Well, you know, starting near the top of the leaderboard is a little bit 
different animal. We were talking more about just like how to keep a round going when 
you're way under par. 
 
Starting when you're near the top of the leaderboard, the important part is to sort of like 
recognize but also minimize the importance of every shot because it's easy to miss a putt or 
hit a drive behind a tree or piddly shot or something like that and feel crushed when the 
reality is if you watch the best players in the world, it doesn't matter what generation, they 
just -- they get knocked down and get back up again, they keep going and nothing fazes 
them. So that's the key, that's the key when you're in a position like hopefully I'll be in 
tomorrow. And we don't know what the leaders are going to end up doing. 
 
Q.  What would winning mean at this point in your career? 
 
STEWART CINK:  Oh, it would be -- I don't know. It wouldn't mean any more now that it 
meant when I was 34 I guess really, but I'm 47, so I mean, it would be -- I would be in 
probably a very select group of people that have won at this age on the PGA TOUR. It would 
mean something to the stat book, but to me it would really just more validate, hey, I know 
I've got enough game to compete out here, I know I do, and I haven't really shown it in the 
last several years, but I know I have the tools to compete. So being in contention and 
winning is all part of just believing in yourself.   
 
Q.  You talk about a learned skill. There's a lot of guys that are still learning how to 
win their first time out here on that leaderboard. Do you feel like you have a bit of an 
edge in that regard? 
 
STEWART CINK:  Probably a little bit of an edge, but it's also kind of a double edge 
because it's been a while since I was really in the thick of it and when you're my age, you do 
kind of carry some different things in your brain and your soul than you carry when you're a 
kid. Maybe a little bit of a different attitude just by the nature of the way that we mature. 
 
But I remember what it's like. I mean, it was 11 years ago when I won The Open 
Championship, but I feel like it was yesterday. I remember that day, after it was all said and 
done, looking back and thinking I really didn't do anything all that special today, I was just 
myself and that's the key. 
 
Q.  What did you think of conditions today compared to the first two rounds? 
 
STEWART CINK:  Well, I think the ground has dried out a lot, so the ball's going farther in 
the air, but it's also going farther when it lands, especially off the tees, so you're having to 
account for a little bit more of that. 
 
The rough is dried out, so it's playing a little bit more unpredictable than it was before when it 
was still kind of damp. And the greens are still holding, so I still expect scores to be pretty 
low today. 
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Q.  Your son was caddying. Has he done that before in the past? 
 
STEWART CINK:  Yeah, I think this is Reagan's fourth time caddying. He's caddied once 
every couple years. He's 23 years old and he loves golf, he's a good golfer, he's about a 
zero, so he's fun to have on the bag. He knows golf just like we know it out here and we've 
had a good time this week. 
 
Q.  How does that dynamic kind of work? What advice has he kind of given you? 
 
STEWART CINK:  Well, there was one specific moment today, it was on the sixth hole and I 
had about a 20-foot putt and I read it from behind the hole and I read it behind the ball and I 
was pretty much resolute on my read and I said, "Reagan, I've got this going a little bit left, 
maybe just outside the hole." He goes, "Whoa, I had it going right." 
 
So we had to start over, and in the end he convinced me by looking at our little map and 
some other factors right around the hole that he was right. I played his read and it couldn't 
have gone more in the middle of the hole. So I was proud of him right there not because he 
read the putt right, but because he had the guts to stand in there and say, "Dad, you're 
wrong about this, I'm right, trust me." That was a big moment for him, I think.  
 
Q.  Handing you the putter on 16 out of the bunker? 
 
STEWART CINK:  Oh, yeah, I flubbed my little bunker shot left in the rough, yeah. I think 
that was the "going through the motions" taking over there. 
 
Q.  In the past when he's caddied for you before, has he not kind of stepped in like 
that? 
 
STEWART CINK:  I don't remember him -- I don't remember him not doing that, but he has 
grown a lot as a golfer himself over the last several years. He doesn't play a ton, but he's 
good. He knows his way around a golf course and I think he is -- he's kind of coming into his 
own with his belief with how to read the shots out here. It's a lot more than just reading putts, 
it's how the lies are going to be around the green, it's the wind, this green's firm, that green's 
soft, he understands all that stuff. So I think he's coming into his own on how to read all that 
stuff, so he's not afraid to speak up when he thinks I'm wrong. 
 
Q.  Is your decision to have him on the bag COVID related at all? 
 
STEWART CINK:  Is it what? 
 
Q.  Is it COVID related at all? 
 
STEWART CINK:  Not at all, no. The only thing it has to do with is that about three week 
ago Reagan said, "Dad, I'd like to caddie for you again sometime," and I said, "How about 
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Safeway?"  
 
No, he's just working for me for this one tournament and my regular caddie, Kip Henley's, 
going to be back when I tee it up next. 
  


