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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
September 12, 2020      
 
AKSHAY BHATIA  ( -12) 
 
 
Q.  Akshay, I was so impressed with your round, you're dominating the par 5s out 
here. Four par 5s, I played them in 5 under par here in the third round. Tell me about 
the eagle at the fifth.  
 
AKSHAY BHATIA:  It's probably the craziest eagle I've ever made. I hit in an okay drive and 
then basically like shanked a 5-iron, hit a tree, hit the road two or three times, bounced 
inbounds, got relief. I mean, I told my caddie, I was like, I'm just trying to give myself a putt, 
and I mean, I hit a good chip but it landed like pretty firm and just railed the flag and went in. 
So I mean, that hole went from basically like a 7 to a 3, which is crazy how golf works like 
that. 
 
Q.  You know, the key out here is not just getting good breaks, it's taking advantage 
of them. That's something that you did. You had 106 feet of putts. You putted really 
well on Thursday as well and Friday was a so-so putting day for you. Is there any 
difference there? 
 
AKSHAY BHATIA:  Just I was comfortable, I was excited to play and I mean, I just enjoyed 
myself. Michael, I played with Michael today, I don't know how to say his last name, but it 
was really comfortable. We had a good time, it was pretty casual. I mean, the greens are so 
pure and I knew I could take advantage of it early if scoring was definitely in the morning and 
I did it, so...  
 
Q.  Did the golf course firm up overnight? 
 
AKSHAY BHATIA:  100 percent. I was telling my caddie, I said it's crazy, you can see the 
footprints now in the fairways. That's kind of how it was last year, but definitely a lot firmer in 
some places and you can get it going sideways and it could kick pretty weird on the greens 
and stuff. 
 
But we managed it and we left ourselves in a lot of really good places if I missed the fairway. 
 
Q.  Well, congratulations. You're playing the weekend for the first time on the PGA 
TOUR. Thanks for joining us. 
 
AKSHAY BHATIA:  Yeah, thanks for having me. 
  


