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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 11, 2020      
 
DICKY PRIDE  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Dicky, great round out there today, 65.  
 
DICKY PRIDE:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  Just sum it up for us. 
 
DICKY PRIDE:  I just played really solid, hit a couple of good shots early to make some 
birdies. The 12th hole I hit a really good drive and had a 5-iron in on a par-5 and was able to 
make a birdie, kind of got the round started and I just played really solid. 
 
Q.  This is your third start on PGA TOUR Champions. 
 
DICKY PRIDE:  Yes. 
 
Q.  You're playing on a sponsor's exemption. You obviously want to play well to get 
more starts. How do you balance that need and not putting too much pressure on 
yourself? 
 
DICKY PRIDE:  Well, last year was a very difficult year for me. I played in the Senior British 
Open and came back and immediately had to have surgery on my thumb. I hadn't played in 
a year and I really -- I've gotten myself prepared, but I haven't played a lot of tournament 
golf. I'm very thankful to Hollis Cavner and Sanford for giving me the opportunity to play. I 
feel good about my game, but it's tough to come by. They took care of me and I'm very 
appreciative to Sanford for it. 
 
Q.  Can you maybe explain how the sponsor's exemption came about? 
 
DICKY PRIDE:  Well, I wrote a letter, I made a lot of calls. I called Josh and I called Hollis 
and I had friends of mine -- Ken Kennerly, a good friend of mine who knows them well and 
works with them, made a call and said he's coming off an injury and, you know, it's a difficult 
thing. It's the most difficult thing for a tournament director as far as dealing with the players 
because there are a lot of very -- a lot of people that deserve them. So I'm just very thankful 
to Sanford to extend the invitation to play is a huge boost to my Champions Tour career and 
it means a lot to me. 
 
Q.  Did you explain what the injury was? 
 
DICKY PRIDE:  I have not. So I tore a ligament in my left thumb, this ligament right here. So 
my thumb kind of used to sit like that and they had to fuse the ML joint right here. So you 
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can kind of see there's a scar right there. This joint is fused and my thumb's at 10 degrees 
and it's never changing. So there it is.  
 
It's made my gripe more consistent. I don't know if it's good or bad, but apparently it's good. 
Yeah, it's the same injury Fred Funk dealt with. I've talked to Fred a bunch, he's really been 
nice to me to kind of talk me through about what's going on. He told me early on that this 
was not going to be career threatening, it's just going to take a lot of work, and it has 
because there's been a lot of work this year. 
 
Q.  Did you see a 65 coming today after all the work and that kind of thing? 
 
DICKY PRIDE:  I really like the way I'm playing, yes. I've been playing some really solid golf. 
The opportunity I had at the Bridgestone really confirmed -- well, I played in a Tour event in 
Reno and playing against those kids. I really want to play the Champions Tour because they 
hit it way farther than I can. 
 
So the opportunity at Bridgestone was a huge opportunity. I had four solid rounds, but saw 
room for improvement. I knew I was playing good coming in, I had a good practice session 
yesterday after the pro-am, so I was excited to play.  
 
  


