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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 11, 2020      
 
PAT PEREZ  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  Particularly your putter, you're at something like 212 feet in putts for 36 holes. Tell 
me about your work. 
 
PAT PEREZ:  Yeah, you know, I obviously didn't finish off too well last year, but Drew and I 
did a lot of work last week.  
 
And funny enough, when I got here, I changed my putting, I moved the ball back about two 
balls. I felt like my ball was getting too far up. And my lines, I wasn't lining up right, couldn't 
see the line. So I moved it back a little bit, started making some putts and I thought, you 
know, might as well go with it. I'm pretty comfortable standing over the putter right now. 
 
Q.  Is that an alignment adjustment or do you move it further back because it's poa 
annua and bentgrass? 
 
PAT PEREZ:  No, nothing to do with the grass. My ball was just too far up, which makes me 
hit across it and up, which makes it spin right. Left to rights, I've been really bad on them. 
Plus I just can't see the line. I always try to see the line well, but when I moved it back, it was 
just, I could see it a little straighter. 
 
Q.  So you've got to have a lot of confidence headed into the weekend. Every putt out 
there seems like it's makeable to you? 
 
PAT PEREZ:  Yeah. I grew up on poa annua greens, too, so I know the subtle breaks and 
that kind of stuff. I'm just -- it's a new year, just getting going here. We'll see what happens. 
 
Q.  New year, new you. Tell me about the haircut.  
 
PAT PEREZ:  I had to, I couldn't do it anymore. It was blowing in my eyes last week. I just, 
you know what, enough's enough, I couldn't take it anymore. So the wife wasn't too happy, 
but you know, I had to cut it, I just couldn't take it anymore.  
 
Q.  Your wife liked the long hair? 
 
PAT PEREZ:  Oh, it's the only reason I had it. 
 
Q.  How long did it get? 
 
PAT PEREZ:  It was long. They cut probably that much off. I feel like I lost 40 pounds. I don't 
look like it, but I feel like I did. 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

2 

 
Q.  Other than the slight change with the ball, with the putting, what did you and Drew 
work on this past week? 
 
PAT PEREZ:  My wrist always gets this way at the top and so it makes it come over and I 
have to slide forward and throw it at the end. Now I've finally tried to get it bowed at the top 
more, then drop it in the slot. It's really hard because I've done it the other way for so long 
and I've just been reluctant to do it. But I started hitting it just so bad and so sideways, I just 
couldn't do it anymore, I had to make a switch.  
 
It's pretty nerve wracking because I'm so afraid of hitting it left with that motion, but when I 
do it right, it just feels incredible. I've seen some shots this week I haven't seen in so long, 
I'm pretty excited about it going forward throughout this fall season. Keep working on it and 
see what happens. 
 
Q.  As an old-school style course like this where you've got to shape it, does that get 
you excited? Does it feel like an advantage to you? 
 
PAT PEREZ:  No, I don't really shape it too much. I try to hit it kind of straight line, it's either 
left to right and I hit it straight away from the pin. I play kind of conservative aggressive. I 
don't ever really move it too much, I'm not really that good at it, but I'm just trying to hit 
it -- kind of trying to hit it in smart areas. 
 
Q.  Going back to the hair, what's the funniest thing you had heard about your look? 
 
PAT PEREZ:  I heard it all. Great moss, lettuce, hockey hair, you name it, I've heard it all, 
which was fun with the fans and all giving it to me. But I just can't take it. Not saying I won't 
grow it back. Thankfully, my hair does grow back, so it could get long again, but it was just 
driving me nuts. It was so hot this summer and it just was like a drape, I just couldn't take it 
anymore, that's it. 
 
Q.  Was some of it also just a coronavirus thing, not wanting to go get a haircut? 
 
PAT PEREZ:  No. I haven't cut it in a year. It's been about now since I cut it. I don't know, I 
just -- I always put it up when I'm home so I never really think about how long it is, but I can't 
do it out here, these guys would make fun of me, so I can't take it. 
 
Q.  What have you heard this week from guys now that you cut it? 
 
PAT PEREZ:  They actually said I look a little bit younger, which I'll take because I'm getting 
old, so I'll take it. You know, I feel a lot better. I don't have to worry about combing it for 
45 minutes in the morning and that kind of stuff. It actually feels nice to be clean shaven 
again and that kind of stuff. You know, we'll see what happens. 
 
Q.  Why did the goatee go? 
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PAT PEREZ:  Oh, that was so horrible. It was just terrible, it was so ugly. I saw it when we 
did that match at Wyndham and I go, "God, you look so bad." It had to go. 
 
Q.  It was a little Andres Gonzales, right? 
 
PAT PEREZ:  I had it and I was actually going to do it long and I was going to tie it into two 
knots, but no, that show's over. Too much keep, too much upkeep on it. 
 
Q.  And just being in contention going into the weekend, how does that feel? 
 
PAT PEREZ:  It feels great anytime, you know. It's been a long time since I have been. I've 
played horrible for so many weeks, I was fighting trying to get going, trying to hit it like this, 
but now, I don't know, it always feels great being in contention. That's why we're out here, to 
have a chance to win, at least have a good week and that's all you ask for. 
  


