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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 11, 2020      
 
JOHN DALY  ( -2) 
 
 
Q.  John, news broke yesterday about your health and your cancer diagnosis. Can 
you just talk us through when you got diagnosed with that and how your health is 
right now? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Branson, the first tournament in Branson that Friday morning about 3:00 I 
was, I don't know how else to say it, peeing blood, throwing up blood and kind of passing a 
lot of kidney stones, I guess, and I had to withdraw.  
 
Went to the hospital in Branson, did my blood work, everything seemed to be okay, thought 
it was just passing kidney stones. And then my back was really, really bad the second 
tournament and I went back and saw the doctor. They think the kidney stones may have 
made the back really bad, or it might have been the kidney stones.  
 
So I withdrew, went home, got to Little Rock, went and saw a back doctor, to my knee 
doctor, Samuel Moore, and I apologize not remembering who my back doctor is right now, 
but he was awesome. He did a CT and he says, "You know, your back looks okay, but 
there's something going on in your bladder. I need to get you to a urologist." 
 
He needed to call Dr. Mooney in Little Rock there and Dr. Mooney says, "Yeah, come in and 
we'll do an iodine CT scan," and they found a tumor in the bladder and he says, "We've got 
to go in and get it out." So he got it out.  
 
Learned an awful lot in the last week about it. It's something that I -- you know, a lot of 
people have beaten and can get through it, but it's going to be painful about three months, 
six months a year, it's going to be pretty painful how they do the operation. So 85 percent 
chance, 80 to 85 percent chance it comes back and most likely I'll be getting it done in 
November again. 
 
But the good news is it wasn't in the kidneys, it wasn't in the pancreas or the liver, so hope I 
just keep going back and doing that. A lot of people said they've had it and a lot of people 
have made it, some haven't, but I feel confident that if I do what they tell me to do -- hell, I 
only smoked six cigarettes, not even six cigarettes out there today. It's usually about a pack 
and a half. So I'm trying to slow everything down, but I can't just quit everything right now. 
And Doc's cool with that.  
 
We'll see in November when I go back in. When they go in and see if it came back, they'll 
just cut it out again and keep cutting it out until hopefully one day it goes away. 
 
Q.  How do you just feel in general, John? I saw you on the first tee and Miller said, 
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"How are you," and you said, "I'm just a little bit tired." But you just keep going, you 
keep playing. How do you feel just in general? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Well, I've kind of -- Doc didn't really say just sit at home. He didn't really 
recommend I be playing, either. I figure I can't just sit at home, it's just going to get in my 
mind and it's going to make me feel worse, so going to try to keep playing as much as I can. 
 
I'm going to go back home after this week and go see the doc again. I hate missing PURE 
Insurance and Pebble, but he wants to go and sit down with me and go through everything 
and set up an appointment sometime early November, right after the season, and go back in 
and check it out again. 
 
Q.  Was it tough hearing the diagnosis? What was sort of going through when you 
hear the diagnosis? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Well, doctors are pretty cool how they explained it. Dr. Mooney was great. He 
said, "You've got bladder cancer, but you've got the one that we can beat. If you change 
some things in your life, you can beat it, but it's going to be pretty painful."  
 
People who have had it, it's not the easiest thing with the catheter going in your, you know, 
your little pee pee there. That chemo going in there, it's pretty tough. But I'll see what 
happens in November. But those are eight days after that surgery that are just brutal, it's a 
brutal feeling, but I am tired. 
 
Q.  Have you already started chemo? 
 
JOHN DALY:  I did it for eight straight days. I took the medicine and they had chemo in it 
when they did the surgery as well. It was a pill, three pills I had to take. It's weird, peeing 
cowboy blue, so that was kind of weird. 
 
Q.  You can still smile, though.  
 
JOHN DALY:  I've got to, man. We'll beat it, I'll beat it. 
 
Q.  One other thing I was going to ask is describe the outpouring of support. I saw on 
Twitter you put you were just so thankful so many people reached out and texted you, 
your fans are shouting "John Daly," all that stuff. What's the message to your fans? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Well, I love 'em. And the cool thing about social media is when you put 
something out there like that, how many people come flooding in and tell me that they had 
the same thing, do this, do that.  
 
You know, if it doesn't get any better after the three months, then the six months, then 
there's a thing called BCG, which I've got to read up about it, but I had about 30 people tell 
me that they went through BCG and after eight years they were cancer free or four years 
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they were cancer free.  
 
It could be a long process, but it is what it is and I'm just going to do whatever I can, 
whatever the doctors say to do to fight through the pain, I guess. 
 
Q.  I think the quote you had was you beat the odds all your life and you're going to 
try to do it again. Is that kind of -- 
 
JOHN DALY:  Pretty much, yeah. I never thought I would see me getting to 50, so every 
year after that it's just a gold medal for me. 
 
Q.  John, with everything you've been through recently, how good did it feel to go out 
and shoot a 2-under round? 
 
JOHN DALY:  And that weather today, it was pretty brutal. The course didn't play easy, but 
the golf course is in such great shape that we could play. The fairways are still decent 
enough with all the rain, so hats off to the superintendent and the crew for the golf course to 
even be playable. The golf course is great. I hit some really good shots, made a couple putts 
here and there, but the greens are just so perfect that you feel like you can make some putts 
on them. 
  


