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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 11, 2020      
 
SAM BURNS  ( -15) 
 
 
Q.  You make double bogey on your second hole and I wonder how you're going to 
respond, you respond with three straight birdies. Tell me about the start and your 
mental state after that. 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I think it pissed me off a little bit, woke me up, I guess. It was early, 
cold. It was kind of like it picked me up, like hey, let's go. Just kind of stuck with it and the 
golf course opened up for me the rest of the day. 
 
Q.  You've done a wonderful job with your irons, 16 of 18 greens in the second round, 
only missed six greens this entire week for 36 holes. Tell me about your iron play. 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, actually some of the guys at Callaway came to my house last week 
and we worked on some stuff with my irons, put the new irons in play. So far they've been 
pretty good. I really like the way they feel, they set up really nice. Yeah, I've been happy with 
it. 
 
Q.  And your putting's been spectacular as well. Tell me what adjustments you've 
made on these greens, because you've been practicing on some Bermuda greens, 
you come out here, a mixture of bent and poa, you're close to 200 feet in putts for two 
rounds. 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I've made zero adjustments other than just trying to stick with the 
practice routine that we have in place, just sticking with those and try to keep hitting my 
lines. A lot of what we do is just making sure the ball's starting online, and we do stuff 
around the hole, just get the feel of visualizing the putts breaking. Really that's all I've done 
so far, just trying to get the feel of these greens and they're rolling really nice. 
 
Q.  Trying to win for the first time on the PGA TOUR. Give me your thoughts headed 
into the weekend. 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I think for me I'm just going to go out tomorrow and focus on what I 
can control. For me, that's on my mind and that's picking good targets and hitting shots. 
 
Q.  The way young stars come out and do so much almost too quickly, has it been 
any sense of trying to keep up or have you been able to stay in your own bubble and 
know that there's plenty of time for you to prove yourself out here? 
 
SAM BURNS:  I think for me, comparison is kind of the thief of joy. I try to stay as far away 
from that as possible. I know that God has his own timeline for me, so just trying to stick to 
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that and do whatever I can to keep trying to get better. So if that's a win this week, great. If 
it's not, I can accept that. 
 
Q.  The flip side of that is when you see the youngsters winning and doing well, does 
that fire you up to try to -- 
 
SAM BURNS:  Sure, yeah. I grew up playing with all those guys. It's really cool to see them 
playing so well. Yeah, definitely is a motivator for me to try and get a win or put myself in that 
place. Yeah, it's really cool to see those guys playing well. 
 
Q.  How would you characterize your last season? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I think coming off of injury last July and I came back and tried to play 
in the fall but came back too early, just really bothered by my ankle. So just tried to get 
healthy there at the start of the year. Got a couple months in I guess before we shut down 
and then played some solid golf after we restarted, so overall it's a solid year. 
 
Q.  Which ankle? 
 
SAM BURNS:  My right. 
 
Q.  How did you hurt that? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Just an accident back home. 
 
Q.  What are you happy with so far this week in your game? 
 
SAM BURNS:  I think my caddie, Travis, has done an excellent job of putting us in the 
correct spots. He's just really good at sticking with it, doesn't get too far in front, doesn't think 
about what's happened previously. I think a lot of this play is deserved to him. 
 
Q.  And what do you think you need to do to get that first win, get over the hump? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Like I said, there's no timeline for me. I'm just going to try to keep improving, 
keep getting better, trying to go off of my stats from last year and see where I can get better, 
so just going to see if I can continue to do that and see what happens. 
 
Q.  Who's your instructor these days? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Brad Pullin.  
 
Q.  How long have you guys worked together? 
 
SAM BURNS:  We've worked together for almost 10 years. We started working when I was 
about 15, so nine years. 
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Q.  What would you say is the shot here that was the best shot you hit? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Probably the little pitch shot I hit on the last hole, 360 lip-out. Well, not 360, 
but it caught a lot of the hole and I thought it should have gone in, but that is what it is. 
 
Q.  Just finally, I saw a post on social media, you had some pretty bad storms in your 
area just a few weeks back and somebody was thanking you for coming out and 
helping with a chainsaw. Can you just talk about that a little bit? Did you have much 
experience with a chainsaw, and just explain what you did. 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, a little bit. You know, unfortunately we had the hurricane come 
through and a lot of people had a lot worse than we did, so our thoughts and prayers are 
with them down south. 
 
Yeah, this family had a big tree down in their driveway across the road, so I just tried to help 
out where I could. I don't think I did a whole lot, but I just tried to be a helping hand. 
 
Q.  How much of the day did it take to remove that tree? 
 
SAM BURNS:  I think it probably took them a couple hours, two or three hours. Pretty big 
tree. 
 
Q.  Not a bad workout? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Exactly. 
 
Q.  Ever use a chainsaw before?  
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, yeah. 
  


