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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 10, 2020      
 
ANDY ZHANG  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Andy, Monday qualifier and you turned around and play a great opening round of 
golf. It's got to be exciting. 
 
ANDY ZHANG:  Yes. Like coming into Napa Valley not knowing what I was going to do, 
going home or have a chance to play in a PGA TOUR event, this is definitely very exciting to 
play for today. 
 
Q.  Talk to me a little about your season, because you qualified for the Mackenzie 
Tour, is that correct, and we didn't have it, so you've been looking for places to play 
and just things to do and try to get your professional career going? 
 
ANDY ZHANG:  Yeah, exactly. So after losing my card last year on the Korn Ferry Tour, I 
qualified for the Mackenzie Tour beginning of this year and then shortly after, because of the 
pandemic, everything was canceled, so I had nothing else to play in. I think PGA TOUR and 
LOCALiQ did a really good job much forming that new series really quickly, so that was 
something we were -- we've been able to play in at least for the last few weeks. So that's 
what I've been playing mostly is the LOCALiQ events and Monday qualifiers. 
 
Q.  What made you come to Napa? Was it just maybe I've got a chance, I'm playing 
well? What was it? 
 
ANDY ZHANG:  I was not planning to come here at all. I was actually planning on doing the 
Chicago Monday I think for Korn Ferry Tour. I was actually very far down on the waiting list, 
so I was like instead of doing nothing, I'm just going to fly over here and Monday, you never 
know what's going to happen. 
 
Q.  Well, good things happen not only Monday, but also today. What are your 
thoughts going into the weekend right now? 
 
ANDY ZHANG:  Well, I've still got tomorrow to play before the weekend, but I hit it really 
good today. Just got to figure a few things out on the putting green. Not super used to these 
greens compared to what I've been putting on, but I'll practice this afternoon and get going 
tomorrow. 
 
Q.  If we can just get some comments about your round. How was it out there today? 
 
ANDY ZHANG:  It was good. Obviously I shot a bogey-free round. Regardless of the score, 
I think a bogey-free round is always a very good sign. I hit it very good today. I think I hit 
almost every green. If not -- I think I did hit every green, I just missed a lot of putts. I think I 
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missed like six putts inside six feet with a couple being three-footers. I was hitting good 
putts, I don't think I was lining up right just because these greens don't break as much as 
what I'm usually used to. We'll get those things sorted out and get ready for tomorrow. 
 
Q.  And talk about Monday qualifying into this event. That's not always easy to do. 
How was that? 
 
ANDY ZHANG:  Yes, it's definitely not easy. I've been doing Monday for I think the whole 
year, like whenever I get a chance. So being able to qualify, being able to play a good round 
on Monday and get into a PGA TOUR event is always very exciting. 
 
Q.  And you've been playing the LOCALiQ Series the last few months. Can you talk 
about that program and how that created opportunities for players to play? 
 
ANDY ZHANG:  Oh, yes. I mean, I don't know if people realize this, but there are a lot of 
really good players who aren't on the Korn Ferry Tour, who aren't on the PGA TOUR who 
have status on PGA TOUR China, Latinoamerica, Canada and not having a place to play is 
very disappointing, first of all, but it's just very frustrating because maybe your game is on 
and you've got nothing to play. So thanks to PGA TOUR and LOCALiQ for, you know, 
getting that together so quickly. It's been tough, like people are winning at 20-some under 
every week for a three-day tournament. That's really low and it's good competition out there. 
  


