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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 10, 2020      
 
STEVE STRICKER 
 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Steve, welcome back to the Sanford International. Obviously you won 
two years ago. What are the memories, what are the feelings coming back to Sioux Falls?  
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, excited to be back. Yeah, unfortunately I had to miss last year, 
but I had a good hunting trip.  
 
Yeah, excited to be back, excited to see the course. I haven't been out there yet, but 
conditions look a little bit firmer than when I was here two years ago, we had a lot of rain 
then.  
 
But obviously our first event back with fans, which is exciting for us as players to experience 
that energy again.  Really excited to be here. 
 
Q.  I was going to ask you about your hunting trip. I'm glad it went well. 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, it did. 
 
Q.  Now that you're playing in some Champions Tour events, just talk about the 
significance of this tour to -- I know you're doing both, but especially like Bernhard 
Langer, who's played on a really competitive level. 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, all these guys, the majority of them, 99 percent of them probably 
played on the regular tour. Even a guy like Scott Parel, who didn't play out on the regular 
tour, is a great player. He plays well, he competes at a high level, but you have a bunch of 
those guys out here. They all show that they can compete at a high level and they've proven 
that either on the PGA TOUR or somewhere else. 
 
So when you come out here, you have to expect to play well. It's a three-day tournament, so 
it's kind of -- it's a quick race and you have to be prepared to come out and play well. And 
these guys work at it. You know, we all find enjoyment in the competition, I think, so we all 
continue to work and play hard. Even when you're home, guys are continuing to play. The 
game out here is very challenging and the scores are usually low because the courses aren't 
really as tough as they are on the regular tour, so you have to be prepared to come out and 
play well. 
 
Q.  What's the feeling when you come back to a tournament that you've won 
previously? Is there a boost of confidence stepping back onto the course whether it's 
here or anywhere? 
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STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, no doubt. Do you want to wait for that plane to go over? 
 
Yeah, you get another level of excitement and a confidence level when you come to a 
course that you played well at. I drove here from Madison, it was a six-hour drive yesterday 
in cruddy conditions, so I had nothing better to do. It's always nice to be able to hop in your 
car and get to an event.  
 
This is Midwest, it's something that is familiar to me. It feels like we could be in Wisconsin 
where I grew up. Yeah, it's just familiar surroundings and it gives you a definite boost of 
confidence when you come to a place like this, especially if you've won here. 
 
Q.  How many times have you played on a course where you've won the first time you 
played like you did two years ago? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, yeah, I don't know if that ever happened. Without a practice 
round, too. I remember two years ago we didn't get a practice round in, so I just drove 
around it in the storm trying to get a feel for what we had to do.  It all worked out. Hopefully, I 
can draw on some of those past experiences and play well. 
 
Q.  You've got some new guys coming into this tour. You were the new guy two years 
ago, you were the villain two years ago, now there's more of them. It's got to be 
exciting to be part of and see the Champions Tour just get stronger and stronger.  
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, that's the cool thing about the Champions Tour, it's 
always -- every year we've got players coming off the regular tour and coming on to the 
Champions Tour. This year you've got the likes of Mike Weir and Phil obviously, Jim Furyk. 
I'm sure I'm missing -- Rich Beem played I know a couple weeks ago for his first one, Ernie 
Els is just a couple years out here, Retief Goosen. You get all these Hall of Famers and 
guys that have proven over the years that they're great players and they've won. They just 
bring that focus to this tour. It's exciting to be a part of it.  But you know coming here that you 
have to play well to have a chance to win. 
  


