
 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

1 

ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 10, 2020      
 
BRENDAN STEELE  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Where does this round rank? You've played well so many times here. Where does 
this one rank versus some of the others? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, this was really nice. It kind of reminded me of my first round, I 
shot 63 maybe in 2016 in the opening round and it was very stress free, felt very 
comfortable, hit a lot of good shots. So it feels like that, which is nice.  There was very little 
stress out there today, which is always good. 
 
Q.  What is it about this place for you? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  You know, people have been asking me that for years. I think there's 
a lot of factors, I don't think it's one thing, but I really have a good sense of where you can be 
aggressive out here, where you need to be conservative, where you can miss it to different 
pins. I just kind of understood it right away, which is nice.  And being from California, I'm 
comfortable on the greens.  
 
I always like the clean slate, too, getting back to zero. It just feels like there's less pressure, 
it's a little more freedom because everybody's just getting their feet wet on a new season 
even though we just ended a few days ago. I think it's just a bunch of things, but nothing I 
can really put my finger on. 
 
Q.  Were you worried at all yesterday there might be a problem with the air quality? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yes. 
 
Q.  Today it seemed like it was much better. 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yes, it was much better today. Yesterday was very uncomfortable. I 
hadn't seen anything like that as far as playing golf in it. I've been around too many fires in 
my time, but yeah, with the ash coming down and just how dark it was. I mean, 12:00 there's 
lights on the putting green, that's not a normal occurrence for us.  
 
It really affected me yesterday, too. I didn't feel right all day. I woke up and thought it was 
earlier than it was and then I got done out here and thought it was time to go to bed and it's 
like 2:00 and I just didn't know what was happening. 
 
Q.  Were you uncomfortable in your throat yesterday? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  I don't know. I didn't feel great and I think it was just like my rhythm 
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was out on what time of day it was. It felt like it was time to eat and go to bed and it was 
2:00. Then I was rolling around come 9:30, 10:00, so I didn't know what was happening. 
 
Q.  Are you in the U.S. Open next week? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  I'm not actually.   
 
Q.  How much of -- even if you're not, how much of a prep can this be? Very different 
conditions. 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, guys like to sharpen up, a lot of guys. Phil loves to play the 
week before a major, some guys like to take time off and work on their game. I think if you 
want to play, this is where you need to be. Obviously it's going to be different, but if you're 
hitting good shots, you're hitting good shots, it doesn't matter if it's hard or U.S. Open or 
more like this week. I think it can definitely prepare you, for sure. 
  


