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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 10, 2020      
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( -1) 
 
 
Q.  It was one of those things, you started driving pretty well though on the back nine, 
started to get it going a little bit, but the putter didn't cooperate with some of the great 
shots you had coming in.  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I let a lot of shots go today, which was disappointing, and I didn't 
drive it well on the front nine, for sure. For me to shoot under par, it's actually a mini victory 
in that I didn't shoot myself out of the tournament. I've got to go shoot 7, 8 under par 
tomorrow to get in it for the weekend, but it's very doable. I've actually have been playing 
well enough to do it, but not today. The putter feels good even though I didn't make some 
that I could have, but I felt like it was a day that I fought to stay in it when I didn't have it. I'll 
put a little work in and see if I can go shoot a low one tomorrow and get right back in it. 
 
Q.  I was with Andrew on the golf course a lot. He goes, "Man, he hasn't been hitting 
that shot left at all lately, he's been putting on a stripe show at home."  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I really have worked hard. I've been driving the ball great. I have 
not been missing it left and I missed it a bunch left today, so I've got to get that figured out 
because in the last three months that I've been playing, I've gotten rid of that shot and then it 
resurfaced here today. So something's off a fraction. It might be my alignment, setup, 
something small because that's not been the miss of late. I've been missing it -- I might 
overhook it, but I haven't been leaking it. It threw me for a loop when I started missing it left 
because you can't play with a two-way miss. You can play with knowing it's going one way, 
but not both. 
 
Q.  Phil, just some comments on your first opening round here at the Safeway Open? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I didn't play great today and yet I fought hard to keep it under 
par and put myself in a position where a good low round tomorrow will get me in it for the 
weekend. I've got to go shoot 6, 7, 8 under par tomorrow to have a chance. It was a little 
frustrating for me, I have not been missing it left. So the front nine, when I missed drivers 
left, it really threw me for a loop because I was having a two-way miss. The last three 
months I've missed it right. I might overhook it, but I haven't missed it left and on the front 
nine I missed them left and that threw me for a loop. So for me to fight, get it under par when 
I didn't have it, that was a mini victory, but I let a lot of shots slide out there. 
 
Q.  How do you flip the switch? Are you able to think of this as a new season and put 
what happened last year behind you? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah. I mean, we all wanted to be at East Lake last week, we all 
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wanted to be competing in that event, and the ones that didn't, we want to get off to a quick 
start so it gives us a better chance to get there next year. So to play in the opening event 
here gives everybody here in this field kind of a leg up on the guys that played all the playoff 
events. It's important to get off to a good start. 
 
Q.  Where's your head, is it here or is it thinking about Winged Foot? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  No, it's here, because the best way to get ready for Winged Foot is to 
play well here. These fairways are tighter and more difficult to hit than what we'll have next 
week, but the rough is going to be a lot more penalizing next week, so it's a great way to 
work on driving, work on your golf swing.  
 
And the greens are very similar grass, so it's a good chance to kind of see the breaks and so 
forth.  This is a fun golf course to play, but to get ready for next week, I've got to play well 
this week. 
 
Q.  How was the air quality today? Were you worried at all when you went to bed last 
night given how weird yesterday was? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  No, I wasn't worried. It was a little ashy yesterday, but I wasn't really 
worried, it was fine. 
 
Q.  You spent a lot of time when you were walking just trying to find the swing path. Is 
that specifically to address going left off the tee? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  When I was doing what? 
 
Q.  When you were kind of walking, you were kind of trying to get that swing path -- 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I was trying to get that arm to release over it. I kept hanging it 
and I didn't understand why because like I said, I haven't missed it left in three months, or 
worried about missing it left. On The front nine every drive I missed left, so it kind of threw 
me for a loop. 
 
Q.  How do you make the adjustment, mate, back from your win on the Champions to 
here? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, I mean, the biggest difference are the pin placements that we 
see. The ones out here, they're always put on a little bit of a knob or a crown or something 
where you've got to be defensive or the ball will run five or six feet by whether it's a chip or a 
putt, whereas on the Champions Tour they're like normal pins that we used to have in the 
'90s and early 2000s so you feel like you can be a little bit more aggressive. In every Tour 
event they're set up to prevent the scores from going too low. They're always in little tricky 
spots. Even though if it doesn't show on TV, there's always deflection going on and the 
Champions Tour there wasn't any of that, which was fun for me to play every hole 
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aggressive and attack. 
 
Q.  How much in the last few weeks have you thought about Winged Foot and the U.S. 
Open just given how close you've come? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I've certainly been thinking about it a lot, but I've got to 
play -- I've got to play well, right? So I've got to play well this week to get a little bit of 
momentum and confidence heading into next week. 
  


