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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 10, 2020      
 
ERNIE ELS 
 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Ernie, welcome to Sioux Falls and the Sanford International. What 
have you heard about this tournament and how excited are you to make your debut this 
week? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Well, everything's new for me on the tour, I'm a rookie, so first time in Sioux 
Falls and first time at the golf course. First time -- I actually play it today in the pro-am. I only 
flew in yesterday. After seeing the weather, I thought no, I would rather come today. So I'll 
play my first round today. Just met the chairman of Sanford, I'm playing with him and 
members here, so they'll show me around and we'll take it from there. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  How have you enjoyed your rookie season out here on PGA TOUR 
Champions so far?   
 
ERNIE ELS:  I'm having a great time. I'm still getting used to playing three rounds, meaning 
that you've got to get on your horse and start galloping. You can't walk around and look 
around, you've got to get going. The guys know the courses and I need to learn them quite 
fast, but I'm loving it. The guys are great and seeing new places like Sioux Falls, I've never 
been here. 
 
Q.  To carry that a little bit further, Ernie, the fact that you guys are able to play the 
game you love for so many more years after the regular tour, how cool is that? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, we're very thankful for that. In not many sports do we get a chance to 
keep playing at our age. We professionals, you know, given sport, you play it through your 
prime, you know. Sometimes your prime is five years, 10 years, 15 years. In this case we 
can keep going at 50 and longer. It's really a gift for us and we're very thankful.  
 
That's why we have sponsors like Sanford, we take them very seriously and we have to 
thank them properly. It's a wonderful time for us to be able to play. We could play until we're 
60, maybe even past that, so pretty cool. 
 
Q.  What's it like playing in front of fans or what are you anticipating to be back in 
front of fans this week? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, it's going to be good, I think. We haven't played in front of fans since 
March. The last time we had fans was in California in March, then the shutdown came. We 
were very glad to get back playing golf without fans and now we have fans this week, so 
we'll hear a bit of cheering. Hopefully, we can give them something to cheer about, so it's 
going to be cool. 
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Q.  So the 60-year-olds are kind of like looking at you like, "Oh, Ernie, what are you 
doing here?" 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, I'm sure they are. Yeah, they were 50 just not long ago and I guess 
there's a little bit of a difference between 50 and 60, but there's a big rookie class that's 
coming. It's going to get very competitive. 
 
Q.  The future of this tour looks unbelievably bright.  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, it really does. Not too many years to come, Tiger turns 50. I know he 
doesn't want to hear it, but who knows, if he plays, it will be really unbelievable. Phil already 
played, Jim Furyk, myself, there's so many. Retief, so many guys playing and a lot more 
coming, so it's going to be great. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Good luck, Ernie. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Thanks, guys. 
  


