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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 10, 2020      
 
FRED COUPLES 
 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Fred, welcome to Sioux Falls and the Sanford International. How's 
your game and how's it feel to be here?  
 
FRED COUPLES:  My game's okay. I played the first week in Branson and then went home 
and I kind of geared down. But I played a little bit last week and I hit some balls yesterday, 
and I know it's an old-style course, I like that. I've heard there's five par 3s, which if I can get 
them dialed in today in one day, I like all that stuff, too. I know in previous years, I don't know 
how bad the weather's been, but I know the scoring is not like 20 under par, is that correct? I 
think someone told me, so that's fun, too. 
 
I just drove by the register and whatever green that is there looks like Winged Foot or 
Oakmont, they look incredible. So I'm looking forward to playing and hopefully doing well. I 
like the style course, so I'll probably come back. 
 
Q.  The fact there's fans here for the first time, did that play into your decision to 
come play? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  No. What really was the decision was I'm not playing that much and this 
is a great event. I know Andy North's a big part of it. Like I said, I don't know when it was, if it 
was at this time before, but I like to play a couple weeks in a row, so I played Akron and I 
played Branson and I'm going to play here and Pebble, then I think I'm done for the year 
until Phoenix. 
 
It's just the way it sits in. When I get there, you know, to be honest, not being a smart alec, if 
I like the course, I'll come back every year. Buick, which I played forever and won, I didn't go 
to that because I wanted to see a little bit on the COVID, you know, the first week. And that's 
one of my favorite courses on the PGA TOUR, now we play there. I had been for almost 100 
days near nobody and I don't want to get it. I think when I get the flu, the way I react to that, 
it's not good. I think if I was to get COVID, I might not react very well to it. 
 
Now, to answer your question on the fans, I think it's phenomenal as long as they 
understand that I'm treating some of my best friends -- I had my best friend go to Vegas 
because he loves to gamble and I said, "Don't get near me for two weeks and go get a test," 
and he did. He's one of my best friends. We were playing golf 70 days in a row.  
 
So if I'm walking to a tee and they get too close and I look at them, I hope they appreciate 
that, you know, I'm from California and they're putting the fear of God in us about this and I 
don't want it. So if someone comes up close, I may look at them and say, "You're a little 
close to me," and I don't want anyone to be offended at all. We're here. I don't know if 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

2 

there's 6,000 or 8,000 people, but for us it's very exciting. The regular tour hasn't had any 
fans, so we're one-upping them there. We're on what looks like to be a heck of a golf course 
and hopefully we'll put on a nice show. 
 
Q.  Fred, just any thoughts on Phil being the latest champion on PGA TOUR 
Champions? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah. You know, if I had known he was committing, I honestly might 
have stayed and played and I would have had Suzanne fly out, because that's a big deal. It's 
easy to sit here and say that, but when I finished on Wednesday, they ran up and said, "Can 
we ask you a quick question," and I'm like, "Phil's playing this week?"  
 
So it was kind of disappointing because -- was he assured to win?  You know, he might win 
90 percent of the events he plays, that's how good he is, but he's going to have to beat 
Steve Stricker and Langer and everyone else to do it, but he sure did there.  
 
But it's very exciting for us if he pops in. I also heard he might play Phoenix, which is the 
week before Augusta. I'm going to play there, so hopefully I'll see him there. He just brought 
our tour up a notch and we need guys like that. We don't need them 20 weeks a year, we 
couldn't need them 15 weeks a year. In a selfish way, if he wants to play twice, that's great 
with me.  
 
Q.  How exciting is it to be able to be on tour, extending your guys' career and playing 
at the competitive level that you do in front of fans, getting paid a pretty good amount 
of money and just having fun? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  That's a great question, I get that all the time. Why do I keep playing? It's 
basically the competition and I enjoy it. I handpick where I'm going to play. I physically am 
doing well because I kind of watch myself and I think the pandemic has actually helped me 
because I'm bored out of my mind. So I played like at least four times a week for months in a 
row, so I think it's helped my back. 
 
But as far as this tour, you know, my pairing is always phenomenal and that makes it fun. 
That's not to say anything because I'm going to get Kevin Sutherland and I'm getting, you 
know, Retief Goosen. They're a couple of the best players. And if I don't play well Friday, 
then I'll get paired with other guys that are shooting the same score as I'm shooting. 
 
But that's really the only reason. I'm 60, I'll be 61 here in a month, month and a half. I really 
do enjoy it. I think it's a blessing for all of us to continue to play. I don't want to play 25 weeks 
a year, but if I play 10 or 12 times, that's great. 
 
Q.  Andy North thought your game pairs well to this course. How do you feel like 
you're playing right now and are you ready to go, ready to contend? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, I just saw him when I registered, so I scolded him, I thought he was 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

3 

actually playing. 
 
He says -- obviously you can tell it's a beautiful golf course. Am I going to have some 
three-putts on these greens? Of course. Am I going to get it in the wrong spots because I 
don't know the course as well as maybe some guys who've played three years in a row 
here? Yeah, but that's not anyone's fault but mine. 
 
Andy, I might even see him -- well, I'll see him tonight during this little skins game that we're 
playing and he'll give me a little help, but I should be able to figure it out today. It's a perfect 
day, playing the pro-am. But Andy North has done a great job and we're lucky to have a 
sponsor like Sanford, we're lucky to play for what we're playing for, and we're lucky to have 
this day because I guess tomorrow and the next day are going to be a little sideways, but 
we'll worry about that later. 
 
Q.  We talked about the fans a little bit. Freddie, you've always been a fan favorite and 
I've been there when you've played and heard the gallery yelling "Freddie!" What does 
that do? I mean, does that bring you up a notch and help you play better? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  You know, it's -- yes, yes, of course it does. I've been watching a lot of 
tennis and it's the most eerie thing I think because I'm not -- I haven't played in any PGA 
TOUR events, but if you're Tiger Woods or Phil Mickelson or Koepka or Dustin Johnson and 
you're out there, you've got to figure a way to be up every single day. A lot of times when 
you walk on the range and you're at Atlanta, they're going to give you a standing ovation, 
they just start clapping, so that's a nice bonus there.  
 
Now, like if you're Dustin, it's like you're in Jupiter going out to play with Brooks and Rickie 
Fowler, but I personally think that's helping scoring, too. I think there's no fans to get in your 
way, I think there's no fans to be nervous. You're nervous about what you're trying to 
accomplish, but I think that's helping the scoring.  
 
And getting back to the tennis, that's really eerie because you can hear every word they say 
when there's 15,000 people yelling. You don't hear them much after every point, so it's kind 
of fun. 
 
Q.  Fred, just curious about Winged Foot next week. Any thoughts on just the 
challenge there? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, I just saw where Koepka pulled out, which is kind of a bummer, but 
it will be phenomenal. I was there three years ago, went over to have dinner there and they 
were explaining all the trees that they took down. So it will be a different course, but I'm sure 
the rough will be brutal and the greens are very difficult.  
 
But these guys are extremely good players and I'm sure some guys will have some very 
good scores, but New York is a great spot and Winged Foot is one of the top-10 golf courses 
that you'll ever play. 
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Q.  You've got ALS on the side of your hat. What's behind that? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, that's the guy in Newport, he's a young kid. Real quick -- I don't 
want to go real quick, but Eric and Amanda Stevens, and he got ALS. He was on Ellen. And 
so I was by myself, I watch Ellen a lot, and I started crying. So I told Suzanne and she says, 
"Oh, I saw them a month or two earlier and she had them back on."  
 
So then we invited them to the Newport tournament, which is near my house, and he had a 
great day. He's a 30-year-old kid now, played football at Cal, played one year in the pros.  
 
And then the axe part is his brother was a fireman and somehow after the NFL he got into 
the fire department and he and his brother were in Orange County and then he came down 
with ALS. We just had a pro-am for him on Monday, not three days ago but the week before. 
We raised 500,000 for him to probably get through -- I know it sounds crazy, but to get 
through a year and a half of treatments, and from Newport, which was in March, to just six 
days ago, he looked better or the same to me. I don't know how rapidly anything happens, 
but that's the "axe ALS" and he's -- he could be a movie star and it just kind of hit me hard. 
He and his wife, she's pregnant, so they've got a lot of fun going on in a crappy situation and 
that's kind of why I wear it on the hat.  
 
 
Stevens Nation - Axe ALS  


