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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 10, 2020      
 
TOM BYRUM 
 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Tom, welcome back to the Sanford International, your annual 
homecoming, so to speak. What's it like to come back to South Dakota and play?  
 
TOM BYRUM:  Well, it's always a treat to come home, you know, and to play golf is extra 
special. It's nice to be here. It's nice we had a beautiful day today. Glad I didn't have to play 
yesterday. Yeah, it's just great. I'm looking forward to the week. The course is in great shape 
and I think it's going to be a great week.   
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  How proud are you to see how far this tournament has come, this is 
now its third year, seeing its growth over these three years on PGA TOUR Champions? 
 
TOM BYRUM:  Yeah, it's just really becoming quite a stop, I think, out here that we all look 
forward to. The course is nice, it's in great shape. You can't control the weather. We get a 
little weather once in a while, but when it's nice here this time of year, it's great. Guys are 
talking about it and I think that's great. We have a great sponsor in Sanford and I just think 
more to come. I hope we can just keep doing this, and really proud of we're the first 
tournament this year that's going to have fans and I'm looking forward to that. 
 
Q.  Being an old-style, maybe a little bit shorter course, this is almost perfect, isn't it, 
for a Champions Tour event? 
 
TOM BYRUM:  Yes, it is. It's a good course for a Champions Tour event. It's tricky, it's a 
tricky course. You don't have an opportunity to hit driver on every hole, even I don't, but I 
think that's what kind of keeps the pack hitting from similar areas is that some holes you 
have to kind of lay up to a spot. Some of the longer guys won't be hitting driver on every 
hole. We don't need short courses per se anymore, these guys are getting pretty long out 
here, but this is a nice course to play. I think it's right in our wheelhouse. The par 3s are 
pretty tough. Overall it's just a really nice course for a Champions Tour event. 
 
Q.  You played well here in the past. What are your expectations coming in this time 
around? 
 
TOM BYRUM:  Hopefully, I have none. That's the way you're supposed to be going in, right? 
Hit that first shot well and go from there. of course I would love to play good here again and 
maybe have a chance to win one of these, that would be even better, but that's getting too 
far down the road here on a Thursday instead of Sunday. I would just like to be in position 
on Sunday to have a chance, so that's all I can ask for. 
 
Q.  Can you talk about the growth of this tour, how exciting it's been for you to to see 
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that the time you've been on the tour and the level of play? 
 
TOM BYRUM:  Yeah, 10 years ago when I started it was probably a little different crowd and 
type of golf than what we're seeing nowadays as far as the players that are coming out and 
the quality. Not that -- you know, it's just different styles. These guys are, like we talked 
about a little bit, the ball through the air more and not on the ground as much as we used to 
in the old days. It's just a different -- it's started to change over a little bit here in the last few 
years. 
 
You know, it's still always been competitive and you have to play really well to win. No 
matter if it was 10 years ago or now, you have to play great. The competition's tough and it's 
always been pretty tough at the top anyway. It's just getting a little deeper maybe. 
 
Q.  If you were a golf fan and not a guy playing on the tour, I'm guessing this would be 
the place you would want to come watch because there's so many big names. 
 
TOM BYRUM:  Yeah, it would be a great stop. I would love to come here, you know, and 
check it out and see some names that maybe you haven't gotten to see on the tour if you 
didn't travel around watching tour events and watched on TV. You get to come and see it 
live. I think it's a little different live than watching it on TV, you get to appreciate how far 
some of the shots go live compared to, oh, yeah, he hit it this far, but you can actually see it. 
These guys are good, too. Their short games, their putting, to win this out here, they have to 
play really well.  
  


