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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 9, 2020      
 
BERNHARD LANGER 
 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Bernhard, welcome back to Sioux Falls. We didn't get to play the 
Senior British Open this year, but we've kind of got a taste of the weather.  
 
How does this affect your preparation with it being so different than what you've been 
practicing in in Florida?  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I think it's difficult for everybody, just a little bit uncomfortable. 
You know, I tried yesterday to play a few holes and it wasn't the best conditions. You're out 
there, I don't know what it was, 45 degrees but it felt like 37 with the wind chill and all that. 
So I played a few holes and chipped and putted a little bit, looked around to familiarize 
myself with the golf course again since I've only played one tournament here. 
 
The golf course looks in phenomenal shape, quite firm and a lot of fun, really good 
conditions. I think as we move forward the weather's going to improve dramatically and 
should be a lot of fun having spectators again and just playing a regular tournament the next 
few days. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  This will be your first tournament competing as a 63-year-old.  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  You had to rub that in, didn't you? 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  You're as competitive as ever. Just talk about this season and still 
competing at such a high level. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It's been a great season. I started off really well the first five 
tournaments we played. I could have won every time I teed it up, but I only won one of them. 
Then we got into, what was it, four-and-a-half months off or five months almost. Came back 
fairly good, had some good finishes, got into a playoff a couple weeks ago and didn't win. 
But the game is still there, so I'm excited for the next few weeks, the next few tournaments.  
 
It's going to be a short season for us. What are we going to play, probably 15 out of 27 or 
26? Yeah, we're all being affected very similar by this COVID thing. The key is that we're 
doing the right thing, that we're staying healthy and not affecting -- infecting or affecting 
other people. I think the Tour's doing a wonderful job in keeping us safe and people that 
come in contact with us. 
 
Q.  When you were here for the first time, you and your caddie were like the first ones 
out here walking the course and walking the greens. How important is preparation to 
your success? 
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BERNHARD LANGER:  To me, it was always very important, preparation. My caddie's even 
more meticulous in that than I am. We just feel like we have a better chance to perform well 
if we have all our facts before we go out and play in the tournament and know what we're 
trying to do and not be surprised by certain things that we weren't ready to face. All that is 
important to me. You know, I would like to have a clear picture of where I want the ball to 
end up off the tee, and then even more importantly, how does the green complex look like, 
where's the pin position, you know, can I miss it left or right or long or short and still hope to 
get it up and down or not. All those things play a big factor. And then just, you know, even 
the sand, every week we go, it's different sand in the bunkers, so you get different spin and 
different release. We often play different grasses. In Florida we have a lot of Bermuda, on 
the west coast we play poa annua, other places we play bent or all sorts of different grasses. 
It can be a little different to chip from, to play shots from, so it's always an adjustment every 
week wherever we go. It's new conditions and a new golf course. 
 
Q.  Does your approach change, or what did you learn last year when you struggled a 
bit on this course that you take from year one to two? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Absolutely I learned things last year. I really felt I wasn't playing 
that bad last year, but didn't get a lot out of it. There were a few shots, for instance on 17, I 
remember the last day, I think it was the last day, the pin was in the back in a little gully and I 
hit a beautiful I think 5-iron, landed 10 feet short of the hole, bounced over the green and 
made bogey, but it landed on a downslope. So I'm not going to make that mistake again. If 
the pin goes there again, I'm going to land it short of that downslope and hopefully not make 
bogey. 
 
It's things like that. You make two or three of these errors and you're two or three shots 
behind, which can determine whether you're going to win or finish 12th. 
 
Q.  We've got all these young guys joining your -- your Tour, that you're the champion 
of. You smile, but do you welcome that extra competition, because it's getting tougher 
to win, isn't it? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, yeah, it's been getting tougher ever since I've been out here, 
no doubt about it. I think the word is out that the PGA TOUR Champions is a good place to 
play. It's fun, we play good golf courses, we have a great time out here amongst guys, 
friends that have known each other for a long time, and so most of the guys that come out 
first time, whether it's Retief Goosen or Jim Furyk or Mickelson or whoever it may be, there's 
Chris DeMarco, Ernie Els, for instance, they really enjoy it. They love playing out here, they 
enjoy the camaraderie, they enjoy the golf courses and the competition, and they enjoy 
being in the hunt again.  
 
These are all winners, they're used to winning. And it's hard to win on the regular tour, on 
the PGA TOUR when you're in your late 40s, there's no doubt about it, and in your 50s. I've 
experienced it. And these guys are used to winning, so they enjoy coming out here and, yes, 
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every few months it gets tougher because the older guys, the guys that have been here for a 
few years like myself, we're not ready to leave yet, we're still playing at a very high level. But 
these 50-year-olds, you know, coming out, they hit the ball a little further and they're good. 
They want to be out here for a number of years and you only have room for 80 guys or 78 
guys. It gets very competitive. 
 
Q.  The record, four shy of Hale, is that right?  Four wins shy of Hale Irwin, how much 
does that continue to grind you? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  That's not my major drive. My major drive is to be as good as I can 
be, to play the best golf that Bernhard Langer can play and to still improve. I know if I play at 
my best, I have a chance to win. I've proven that throughout my whole life and I feel like I still 
have that in me. As I said, I was in a playoff two weeks ago. If I achieve that goal of four 
more or six more or whatever, fantastic. If I don't, it's not the major thing that I'm looking for. 
I'm looking to play the best golf I can play and enjoy the time out here. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  All right. Thank you, Bernhard. Good luck this week. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Pleasure, thank you. 
  


