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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 9, 2020      
 
COLT FORD 
 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Colt, welcome to Sioux Falls and the Sanford International. How 
excited are you to be playing in your first Champions Tour event? 
 
COLT FORD:  I can't even hardly describe it, honestly. I mean, having played golf for a 
living for a long time in my life and then going to music, you know, you kind of think maybe 
these days are over. Then, you know, unfortunately we've been dealing with what we're 
dealing with with this pandemic, but it's allowed me to play and practice a lot of golf, so that's 
cool to be able to be here. A lot of my old buddies here. Unbelievable, just unbelievable. 
 
Q.  Now, you're used to performing in front of a crowd of fans. What do you think the 
adrenaline, what do you think the nerves are going to be like compared to performing 
on stage? 
 
COLT FORD:  It's a different feeling. You know, your nerves are different out here, but I like 
it. I like the -- I generally do better when there's more people watching. I kind of like it when 
the light turns red, so that's kind of fun for me.  
 
But we'll see. This is a completely different scenario playing with a bunch of Hall of Famers 
and guys that are friends of mine, that I've grown up playing with. I think it will be all right, 
but we'll see. I just hope I don't embarrass myself. 
 
Q.  Given your background and you said you've been playing a lot, what kind of shape 
is your game in right now? 
 
COLT FORD:  It's really pretty good. I'm hitting it really good. But, you know, hitting it good 
around your home course goofing around is a whole different thing. A bunch of musicians 
and artists back home, they're like, "Oh, you've got to go play." I'm like, "You guys don't 
know what you're saying." Shooting 65 out here is not like shooting 65 out with my buddies 
that have been playing golf the entire time that I've been doing music, so it's a little different. 
 
Q.  What is that little difference, though? 
 
COLT FORD:  I just think just the consistency. And again, I have been hitting the ball good 
enough and shooting a bunch of low scores back home in Tennessee, but it's not under 
these conditions and it's not under, you know, playing against some of the best players in 
the world. So it's really about controlling my mind, which is the harder thing for me to do. I 
don't think the way I thought when I was a golfer, I think completely differently doing music, 
so that's a challenge for me is trying to control my mind. I don't know, it seems out of control 
a lot. We'll see what happens. 
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Q.  Just lastly, all the players have talked about how competitive it is out there, how 
good these 50-and-over guys are. You've seen that and you know that, right? 
 
COLT FORD:  People don't realize how good everybody is at this level. Like I said, back 
home or back in Nashville, playing with a bunch of artists, they're like, "Man, you shoot 65," 
and they're like, "Oh, my God, you should go play." And I'm like, they just don't know, they 
just don't know. You don't know what you're saying and how good everybody is out here. It's 
just, it's so exciting and I'm super humbled to be able to do this and get a chance to play with 
these guys and hopefully maybe get some more eyes on the game, on these senior guys 
and realize how good they are out here on the Champions Tour. I'm just honored to be able 
to do it. 
 
Q.  Nashville still kind of coming out of summer, easing into fall. Certainly a lot colder 
up here. How do you prepare for that? 
 
COLT FORD:  You know, it's amazing. It's been 90-plus everywhere I've been and I get 
here, it was 90 Sunday and I get here Monday and it's 54 and blowing 25, so I'm not loving 
that.  
 
Now I wish I hadn't lost 100 pounds, I was way warmer when I was fatter, so we'll see what 
happens.  
 
It was cold out there today, but it's supposed to warm up as the week goes along, so it will 
be all right. And I'm sure the adrenaline gets going. I've got a great pairing, playing with Tom 
Gillis, who I grew up with playing a lot of mini tours with, and Gary Nicklaus, who we're the 
same age, we grew up playing each other in junior golf and college. So it's going to be a fun 
week. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Thanks, Colt. 
 
COLT FORD:  Thank y'all so much, I appreciate ya.  
  


