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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 9, 2020      
 
RICH BEEM 
 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Rich, welcome to Sioux Falls and the Sanford International. This is 
your second start on PGA TOUR Champions. What's it been like these first couple of events 
seeing a lot of the guys that you played with so many years?  
 
RICH BEEM:  It's actually been pretty refreshing getting on the driving range and see guys 
that I know for a change.  
 
But I've got to say, the first one that I played in was on my birthday and I came in late 
Sunday night and I left Wednesday as soon as I was done, so we didn't quite have the full 
experience of going and playing a practice round, playing pro-ams, getting a chance to hang 
out with anybody, so it didn't quite have the sense that it does this week. So in that respect 
this is refreshing. This is kind of like, okay, this is finally a real event where the last one was 
kind of, I was in between work, came in late from Boston, got in like 11:00 at night, had to 
wake up early to go test and as soon as I was done playing, I had to go back to Chicago to 
work again.   
 
So finally got a full week where I can get out here, have some fun, work on the game a little 
bit. We actually have fans this week, too, which will be a breath of fresh air, I must say. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  As you've been practicing and looking forward to joining PGA TOUR 
Champions, what have your expectations been or what expectations did you set for 
yourself?  
 
RICH BEEM:  My expectations were, I don't want to say low, but I didn't set my expectations 
where I felt like I could come out and win because these guys play full time and I still do 
commentary for Sky Sports, so I don't get a chance to go out there and practice and play 
and work at it like they do. When I'm at home, I do, I go out there pretty much every day, but 
it's different. When you're at home you're playing the same golf course, playing with your 
buddies, it's not quite the same as coming out and doing it for a living, doing it for a 
paycheck. 
 
So I think that for the first couple events, for me anyways, I'll get a taste of it and see how it 
is and then once I get into the last four events, we'll have two weeks off after the U.S. Open 
next week, then I'll have a different sense of, okay, now I know what to expect when I'm out 
here so when I go back home I can practice for those two weeks on specific things that I 
need to do to get ready for the next four events on the Champions Tour. So then I think my 
expectations will go up a little bit higher then. I'll probably expect a little more of myself, but 
right now it's tough.  
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Last week I was in Atlanta and it felt like I was in college again, some of the golf balls had 
dimples, some of them didn't for the first two days that I was practicing. Finally found another 
place that had some good golf balls. But it was different trying to find a place to practice just 
because a lot of the places, they don't want you -- they don't allow guest play, so a lot of the 
country clubs are shut down for guest play in certain parts of the country and Atlanta was 
one of them. Yeah, it's been interesting trying to practice on the road during these times. 
 
Q.  Obviously you're a guy who likes to have fun out on the course. You play to the 
crowd better than anybody out here. How important is it to have fans this week? 
 
RICH BEEM:  I think it's massive. I've been working on the PGA TOUR covering the events 
since the Memorial, the first one, Workday, and it's really bizarre. I'll never forget watching 
Justin Thomas make that long birdie putt in the first playoff hole at the Workday from 
nowhere, it must have been 60, 70 feet and there was maybe three or four people that 
clapped in the background. Then you have Collin Morikawa right on top of him.  
 
Then you go two weeks ago at the BMW Championship and you had the same thing with 
Dustin Johnson and in the playoff, Jon Rahm. You need to have the excitement, you need to 
have the fans to build that moment because as exciting as they are on TV and as much 
energy as we can give it, without the fans it just doesn't -- it's tough, it really is tough.  
 
In talking to a lot of the guys on the PGA TOUR, a lot of times they say -- Rory McIlroy was 
ahead of it, he said it's hard to get energized to get out there when it's just yourself and your 
caddie and the other players in your group. There's nobody out there to kind of get you fired 
up and excited, because these guys want to show off as well, they want to get out there and 
enjoy the fans and feed off of them. 
 
So it will be nice to have some fans for the first time in a long time. I've been working, so 
selfishly, working TV, it's a lot easier driving around a golf course without any fans, it's a lot 
easier to get around it, but listen, this is going to be exciting. I'm glad to see this is going to 
be the first event that we have actual fans back out there. Hopefully the other markets will 
take notice of how it's done here and they'll be able to incorporate some fans, maybe not by 
the end of this year, but certainly next year. 
 
Q.  How about having -- I mean, this is one of your homes. 
 
RICH BEEM:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  And having a lot of friends out here to cheer for you, that's got to be nice? 
 
RICH BEEM:  It's going to be great. I'm certainly going to see a lot of folks that I haven't 
seen in a very long time even though we're supposed to kind of keep in a bubble and 
whatnot. So I'll get a chance to see them out here. Probably won't get a chance to see them 
off the golf course. That's disappointing to me because that's -- I would love to go back and 
see some of the places that I used to go to dinner at, used to hang out, have a few beers, 
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some of the different haunts in town and that's just not going to happen this week.  
 
But yeah, it's exciting to see some folks that I haven't seen in a long time. Even in these 
times I get as close to them as I can, fist bump them, but I'd rather hug them, say hi, do it 
properly. But we'll get through it.  
 
It will be exciting to actually see their faces because without having the fans inside, then I 
probably wouldn't have a chance to see them at all. I texted a few folks, but that's about it. 
It's hard to make -- it's hard to get out there and see folks when you're really not supposed 
to. You're not supposed to. I try to be a good rules follower, I promise. 
 
Q.  So what's changed? 
 
RICH BEEM:  No, I said I'm trying. I sometimes fail. They know it, though. They know what 
they got into by inviting me on this tour. 
 
Q.  The level of play on this tour is just getting ridiculous. Bernhard was here before 
you and he's 63 and he's still playing at a ridiculous level. I don't know how much 
longer that can happen because you've got all these new guys. Phil Mickelson even 
could be playing here today if he wanted. 
 
RICH BEEM:  Sure. 
 
Q.  How exciting is that for you to be playing against that level? 
 
RICH BEEM:  First, I think it's great. I think it's great having Phil Mickelson out here. Jim 
Furyk would be another one and you have Mike Weir who's out here, Tim Herron. So I think 
that the quality of play on this tour's been exceptional for many years and I think that 
everyone who turns 50 knows that. When you get out here, you'd better have your game 
ready because it's not like you can just fall out of bed and come out here and compete; 
you've got to put the time and effort in and you have to work at it again.  
 
I think that's what a lot of guys who turn 50, this is a great place to come out and be 
competitive again. I think that they are. They love the competition and you'd better prepare 
for it. That's why you're seeing probably a lot more guys on the driving range.  
 
And Bernhard's certainly raised that standard, Coming out here and dominating like he has. 
Pretty soon guys are going to get tired of getting beat and they're going to figure out how to 
do something different. I think that's why a lot of the other guys have stepped up their games 
quite a bit. Obviously Scott McCarron's been a hell of a player since he got out here. I think 
it's fantastic that all these guys are coming out. 
 
Professionally, I want Phil and Jim to stay away as many times -- as long as they can 
because, I mean, you've got to work extra hard to beat those two guys because they're still 
competitive on the PGA TOUR. I think Phil's favored this week or one of the favorites at the 
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Safeway Open. Jim's out there playing. So they can still compete at a very high level. 
 
So as much as it would be great for the Champions Tour to have them out here, you know, 
stay out there for a little bit longer, we'll maybe get on the board a little bit before they start 
coming out and kicking everybody around. 
 
Q.  You were at Westward Ho, but you're kind of next door to Minnehaha and you 
played here while you were in Sioux Falls. Is this a good, conducive course to some 
scoring, especially with the wet weather? 
 
RICH BEEM:  You know, I wish I had a great answer to that, but it's been so long since I've 
played here, I don't remember a lot of it. I remember a few holes here and there, but to be 
fair, I don't -- 
 
Q.  A lot's changed. 
 
RICH BEEM:  Yeah, I'm sure it has. I don't remember a ton of it, to be fair, but I remember 
the golf course always being in phenomenal shape whenever I've come up here from 
Westward Ho and I think anytime you have wet weather, that makes the golf course just a 
little bit easier for the players just because you can throw it right at it. If you control your spin, 
you can get it close. If you don't, you can throw it right at it and it's going to spin back 20, 
30 feet.  
 
So with the cold weather, too, we are a little bit longer in the tooth, so it's going to take a little 
bit longer for us to kind of get the old bones moving and the muscles warmed up, so I think 
that might have an effect on the scores a little bit. But if the wind stays down, yeah, with wet 
conditions, you're going to see some pretty low scores out here, no doubt.  
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Thank you, Rich. God luck this week. 
 
RICH BEEM:  Thanks, guys, appreciate it. 
  


