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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW 
August 30, 2020 
 
BRANDON WU  ( -18) 
 
 
Q.  Here with Brandon Wu, winner of the Korn Ferry Tour Championship, secures a 
spot in the U.S. Open at Winged Foot, a huge step toward a PGA TOUR card. 
 
Brandon, great playing today, all week. Congratulations on your first Korn Ferry Tour 
title. How does it feel? 
 
BRANDON WU:  It's almost surreal. I mean, I think just over a month and a half ago I was 
still playing Monday qualifiers and just hoping to get kind of a schedule going. Yeah, 
standing here I think six, seven weeks later, winner of the TOUR Championship, it's just an 
awesome feeling and quite surreal.  
 
Q.  What was the kind of feeling down the stretch? Were you following the board? 
What were you thinking you needed to do on 18 and just kind of your mentality on 
those last couple holes? 
 
BRANDON WU:  Yeah, I didn't ask about scores until after hitting my second shot on 18, I 
asked my caddie if I had to chip it in from just short of the green. He's like, "Nope, you 
actually have a one-shot lead and a 4 would go a long way here."  
 
So yeah, that was kind of the first time I had been paying attention to the scores. I knew I 
was playing well today, but I had no idea what other people were doing. I just tried to stick to 
my game plan and play well, finish hard and then hopefully come out on top. 
 
Q.  What was your mentality starting the day? Did you have a score in mind or a goal 
in mind? Were you thinking U.S. Open at all?   
 
BRANDON WU:  Yeah, U.S. Open was definitely on my mind, just trying to run through the 
scenarios of how many points I would need and whatnot. Yeah, I figured if I shot maybe 5 or 
6 under I'd have a chance at the U.S. Open berth, which was something that's really special 
to me, for sure. I just tried to play as good as I can today. Luckily, got it to 7 and it ended up 
being good enough. 
 
Q.  What was the best part of your game this week would you say? 
 
BRANDON WU:  I would say I putted really well. I think that's usually one of my strengths, 
but the last few weeks I've kind of gotten a little bit away from that. Yeah, I was able to hit it 
great this week and just make some putts on top of that, which really made the difference, I 
think. 
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Q.  What were you doing while you were waiting for the last couple groups to finish 
up? Were you inside watching, were you trying to stay loose? What were you doing? 
 
BRANDON WU:  I went to grab a snack and then went to go warm up. I feel like your 
mindset has got to be prepared for the playoff. Going backwards from playoff to not having it 
is fine, but if you're not really prepared for it and then getting into a playoff could be pretty 
nervous. Yeah, I was just trying to stay loose and get ready for that in case Greyson did 
make birdie on the last. 
 
Q.  Did you see his birdie that he missed? 
 
BRANDON WU:  No, I didn't see it. 
 
Q.  Last year was well documented with college, paying the U.S. Open right up the 
street and now second year in a row you're playing U.S. Open and right down the 
street from home. That's pretty surreal kind of to be two in a row in situations of 
where they both were, isn't it?  
 
BRANDON WU:  Yeah, for sure. I mean, once I saw it was at Winged Foot, that's so 
awesome for me. I live maybe five minutes down the road from Winged Foot in the next 
town over, Scarsdale.  
 
But yeah, I was definitely quite bummed earlier in the summer when they announced there 
would be no qualifying. I was exempt into Sectionals already and 36 holes away from 
playing in my hometown U.S. Open, so that was definitely a bummer. But it was great once 
they came out with these new exemption opportunities and to be able to play myself, just 
have a chance at it was amazing, and actually succeeding is also great. 
 
Q.  What's going through your mind right now? Is your head kind of spinning? When 
will all of this sink in that you not only won the tournament out here, but you get to 
play in the U.S. Open in your hometown? 
 
BRANDON WU:  Yeah, I think I feel like mostly I'm pretty calm, but yeah, it's super exciting. 
It just hasn't even set in yet. I've run through this scenario so many times the past few days, 
what would it feel like going home and getting to play and getting to tell my friends I can play 
this year, so it's hard to believe at this point. I'm just really happy how it unfolded. 
 
Q.  It literally is like a couple miles from your house, Winged Foot? 
 
BRANDON WU:  Yes, just down the road. 
 
Q.  So you could like bike there, run there? 
 
BRANDON WU:  Yeah, I might have to drive, but could bike.  
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Q.  What are kind of your memories of last year's U.S. Open? What will you take away 
from that and kind of a memorable moment from that and getting your diploma on 18 
there? 
 
BRANDON WU:  Yeah, that week was so special for me. I guess with the back story, I 
missed my Stanford graduation on Sunday and ended up getting my diploma on the last 
hole. The whole week was so cool. It was cool to have my friends from Stanford, you know, 
just an hour and a half away, drive down and watch me. Yeah, just the whole environment of 
being at the U.S. Open. That's something I went to as a kid a few times, you watch on TV, 
everyone watches on TV. To be a part of that atmosphere is just absolutely incredible. 
 
Q.  Is there any home cooking you're looking forward to having that week? 
 
BRANDON WU:  Yeah, for sure. My dad loves to cook, so I think I'm pretty excited to go 
home for the first time in a little while. 
 
Q.  Is there anything in particular that he cooks that you're going to enjoy? 
 
BRANDON WU:  It's usually just Chinese food, but it's some of the best, for sure. 
 
Q.  What was your favorite shot you hit today?  
 
BRANDON WU:  I actually think the chip on the last hole was one of the best. It's definitely a 
pressure-filled moment, just to have a one-footer to tap in for your par is just so stress free, 
which instead of grinding over six or seven feet knowing you have a one-shot lead to protect. 
Yeah, that was a big moment, just rely on my chipping. That was only the second time I 
chipped all day as well, but yeah, luckily pulled that off nicely, which is good. 
 
Q.  Talk about the big moment, you got the (inaudible) close calls out here. Did that 
help you today? 
 
BRANDON WU:  Yeah, for sure. I felt like I learned a lot in Springfield. I think I had a 
three-shot lead going in the last day and maybe shot 2 over or something. Yeah, almost a 
mindset was -- I guess this week was a little different because I was chasing from behind, 
but a couple weeks ago in Boise I think I was 1 or 2 off the lead. Yeah, just kind of go play 
and play well. It's not necessarily about trying to win, which is hard to manage because you 
really want to win, but I feel like if you get in the mindset of trying to win, you kind of lose 
focus of what you're doing and you let other people's shots affect you. that's kind of what 
happened I felt at Springfield, but I was able to learn from that and grow. 
 
Q.  Last year at the final stage, thinking back to that, what was kind of the emotion of 
kind of falling short there? 
 
BRANDON WU:  Yeah, definitely disappointing because I had been playing so well all fall 
and to get to Orlando and come up I think 3 shots short was definitely a bummer. But I feel 
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like at this point maybe it was a blessing in disguise, and I got to play a couple sponsor 
invites early in the year and kind of make my way. But this was definitely a learning 
experience playing the Monday qualifiers and learning how to travel. This was my sixth 
tournament in a row, so getting through all that, so that was I guess a blessing. 
 
Q.  Do you think overall it will serve you well in your career, just this kind of grind 
you've gone through and just a little humbling in just not having guaranteed starts? 
 
BRANDON WU:  Yeah, yeah, for sure. I guess it's something to play for. You recognize how 
tough it was and how terrible it feels to not know when you're going to play next, have to 
drive or whatever to play a Monday qualifier, shoot 6 or 7 under and go right back home. 
Yeah, it gives you some perspective on how tough it is out here and don't take it for granted 
and just keep working hard and moving forward. 
 
Q.  Last weekend in Columbus, did that sting a little bit, kind of some struggles? 
 
BRANDON WU:  Yeah, yeah, for sure. I mean, that was -- yeah, that was super frustrating 
because I think I was T-3 going into the weekend. Same sort of scenario, if I play well that 
week, probably can get in the U.S. Open and that's definitely on my mind. Just scoring some 
points would have been nice, but yeah, shooting I think 8 over on the weekend is really not 
my best. Yeah, luckily got to spend a couple days out here Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
kind of tightened things up a little bit. I didn't think I was far. I've been playing well in the 
past, but yeah, just getting the right mindset and go try and compete again. 
 


