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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
August 29, 2020 
 
DAN McCARTHY  ( -15) 
 
 
Q.  Dan, solo second here with a great birdie on 18, 65 in the third round. How would 
you assess the day as a whole and being able to finish nicely with a birdie at the last? 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  It's one of the best rounds I've had out here on this tour. This course 
was playing tough today. That northwest wind -- anything out of the north here is going to be 
a challenge and coming in 14 through 18 to play it a couple under par, that's all you could 
ask for. 
 
Q.  What's it mean just kind of in general being in the final group, being able to give 
yourself a shot at your second Korn Ferry Tour title and just the, I guess, excitement 
for tomorrow? 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  That's all you want, just to give yourself a chance. I've been in that 
position a number of times, so nothing's guaranteed. I'm just going to go out and try to 
continue what I did today, one shot at a time and try to be as aggressive as I can. 
 
Q.  The couple nice finishes this summer, has that kind of helped instill a little bit of 
confidence coming into this week here? 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  Yeah, absolutely. I made a lot of cuts even before that stretch, just not 
really done anything on the weekends. So I've been playing well all year, but it was nice to 
convert it into a good finish in Springfield and then a great weekend in Boise. Yeah, I'm 
definitely just trying to ride the wave as much as I can right now. 
 
Q.  Obviously a good finish on the last five like you had, that's pretty good doing out 
here because I know it's tough. 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  It's brutal. Like I said, 2 under on the last five, that's all you could ask for. 
 
Q.  Talk about, you know, Kevin was mentioning that you've been on this tour for a 
while now and trying to get up to that next level. What's it like just doing that and 
obviously trying to live out your dream? 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  It's hard work. There's a lot of great players on this tour and it's kind of a 
bottleneck once you get to the top-25. You've got to play great, you've got to have some 
good breaks here and there. I had a good year last year, just couldn't quite close the deal 
coming down the stretch. I've got to keep working hard and continue to work harder than I 
ever have before. It doesn't get any easier once you get to the next level. Dustin Johnson 
shot about 30 under last week, so I've got my work cut out for me, that's for sure. 
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Q.  You're battling for that U.S. Open spot. What would it mean to you to play a 
national championship in your home state? 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  That would be a wonderful bonus. That would be as close as I get to a 
home game and it doesn't get much bigger than the U.S. Open. My focus is on this tour and 
trying to rack up points out here. If what I do tomorrow's good enough to earn that 
exemption, then I'll be thrilled, but my focus is on tomorrow, for sure. 
 
Q.  What are your memories of your first U.S. Open in 2010? 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  I was pretty shellshocked. I threw down a bag of balls when I got there 
Monday next to Ernie Els and a little part of me felt like, what the hell am I doing here? But it 
was great experience, a beautiful venue. Obviously Pebble Beach is incredible. I remember 
so much of that week. I think 18 is still the prettiest golf hole I've ever seen in my life.  
 
As far as my game goes, I'm much more prepared now than I was back then, got a lot more 
experience under my belt. You know, I would love another chance at it, that's for sure, but 
I've got to take care of business here tomorrow first. 
 
Q.  How long ago does that seem? 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  Now that you mention it, it's 10 years ago. Yeah, wow, time really flies. I 
didn't realize I've been doing this for so long. 
 


