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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 27, 2020 
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  Here with Dawie van der Walt. 8-under 64, leader here at Victoria National.  
 
Dawie, very nice playing today. How would you describe what was clicking for you? 
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  I didn't miss a shot until the 18th hole, which is what you've got 
to do around here. You can't fake it around this place, you've just got to hit good shots, 
you've got to ball-strike it around here.  
 
Q.  The par on 18, how nice was that for you to kind of finish strong? 
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  Yes, I mean, I'm not gonna lie, I was a little nervous over that 
chip since chipping's not my strength. I didn't hit that bad of a tee shot. You've got to err of 
the safe side. Just misjudged the second shot a little bit. so to get that up and down, it's not 
that hard for any other player out here, but for me that was challenging. 
 
Q.  You had missed a couple, three cuts in a row entering this. What kind of allowed 
you to turn it into gear this week? 
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  Honestly, I don't know if I was just a little bit tired. I mean, I've 
been playing every week. You know, it's hot out here and since Portland I just didn't have a 
lot of grind left. So I guess me taking a week off after missing a couple of cuts, get some 
rest. I did practice hard and it paid off today.  
 
Q.  What was your schedule? When did you get in?   
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  So I drove over here on Saturday and then Sunday I was like 
one of the only guys out here. I hit a bunch of balls in this heat. I practiced Saturday in 
Columbus, too, hit a lot of balls. My ball-striking has been a little bit off, so I was just trying to 
figure that out and get it back on track. 
 
Q.  So you practiced and then drove Saturday?  
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  I practiced Saturday, hit a lot of balls, drove Saturday and then 
came in here. Practiced Sunday and every other day, so just hitting a lot of balls, trying to 
get that ball-striking back.  
 
Q.  No like swing changes or anything, just kind of -- 
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  I mean, yes. Yes and no, but the swing change didn't really work, 
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so I just went back to basics. None of the hard work and the swing thoughts really kept. You 
know, we're never far off. It's a fine line between playing good and missing a cut. 
 
Q.  What were your overall impressions of the course and how it played today? 
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  I mean, to be honest, I don't like this golf course, it's too hard. It's 
just like every shot, you stand over it and you're like, you can't miss this. Like example No. 3, 
the par 5, it's just brutal. Guys in my group, one of them made about a 20-footer, otherwise 
they both would have made 8. It doesn't take much to make a number out here. You know, 
I'll feel comfortable with about a 10-shot lead going into the last three holes. It's just -- I 
mean, I don't know if other people think the same, it's just you're never comfortable over a 
shot out here, it's just hard.   
 
Q.  I know last year you missed the cut, you shot 70 the second round. Was there kind 
of any negative mojo when you got here? 
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  So, no. Well, last week, you know, I didn't play good, but I didn't 
play all that bad, I just couldn't get one putt to the hole. It took me 28 holes to make my first 
birdie. I didn't hit all that bad of shots, I just left every single putt short, I couldn't get myself 
to hit them hard enough. So I did this week make my stroke a little bit longer. Not that these 
greens are a lot faster than what they were last week, but for the past two years at 
Columbus, Ohio, I struggle on those greens.  
 
Q.  Can you speak to how big it was I think last summer in Portland, a good finish to 
keep your card and set you up for this year? 
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  Yes, I think I finished top-10. I birdied 15, 16 and 17 and then 
made a nervous par on 18 just to like get into the Playoffs and have some status. I had a 
good stretch there.  
 
Then in the Playoffs I played good until I got to this golf course. I was inside the number and 
I just played decent then. My ball-striking wasn't on and it shows out here if your 
ball-striking's not on. So yeah, that finish in Portland last year was huge. It boosted my 
confidence. I was on the verge of thinking about doing something else for a change, but that 
last round in Portland kept me going. 
 
Q.  And you're from Houston, Texas, correct? 
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  Yes, sir. 
 
Q.  Are you -- do you live anywhere -- do you have a lot of family down there, people 
who are affected? 
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  I do. My in-laws are from Lake Charles, right where the eye, 
Cameron County, right where it made landfall. My father-in-law said he'll be happy if he's got 



3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

anything left when he gets home.  
 
We got lucky this time. Three years ago we had Hurricane Harvey and I had like three feet of 
water in my house, over $200,000 in damage, so I was a little nervous. I was contemplating 
should I just go home and be with my wife and kids, but there's not much you can do, you've 
just got to evacuate and make sure you've got all sorts of insurance. I don't know the status 
of my father-in-law's house, but he probably got 150-mile-an-hour winds. It's not going to be 
good. 
 
Q.  How hard is it to play a tournament like this when you've got that on your mind? 
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  Yeah, I mean, obviously I was thinking about all that, I wanted to 
keep checking my phone. But he's not back there, he's at my house. So I don't know, it will 
probably take a couple of days before he can get back there to see exactly the damage. My 
brother-in-law is actually in the SWAT, so he stayed behind, so I'll call him afterwards and 
ask him exactly -- he texted me like 2:00 this morning and he said it's bad. It's nothing good.  
 
Q.  Kudos to you for the way you played considering all that's going on. 
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  Thanks. There's not much you can do. 
 
Q.  Did your wife and kids evacuate?  
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  No. So the storm came over us, but we got on the west side. So 
I've learned with hurricanes, if you're on the west side, it's not all that bad. If you're on that 
front right side, you know, I think they hardly got any rain, but it looked like at one stage it 
was going -- if you look at the pictures, like it looks like we're quite almost like in the middle 
of the path, but if you've got to be on the middle right, so it wasn't bad at all.  
 
But I had a friend come up, set up a generator, so I feel like I'm a Doomsday prepper. I've 
got a chainsaw, generator, everything I've learned from Hurricane Harvey.  
 
Obviously I felt a lot better when my father-in-law went to our house and I've had a couple of 
friends say if I need anything, they'll go over there and check on the girls.  
 
Q.  When are you planning to make your next trip home?   
 
DAWIE VAN DER WALT:  When we have a week off. I play every week, it's my job. 
 


