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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
August 26, 2020 
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( -22) 
 
 
Q.  Phil, it's never easy to win on any tour. Coming down the stretch, did you get 
some nerves coming down the final few holes? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think so. I wasn't as sharp the back nine. I got off to a good start, 
though, fortunately to build enough cushion. But Tim played really well the back nine, made 
it close. My lag putting wasn't great, I kept leaving four-, five-footers and fortunately I made a 
couple on 16 and 17 to have a three-shot lead. 
 
Q.  This win right here, what does it do for you for the rest of the year, especially 
leading into the U.S. Open?   
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So it's really a fun week. I really enjoyed playing here, I enjoyed seeing 
all the guys again and I enjoyed the way they were so accommodating and fun. I really had a 
great time. It's fun for me to compete. Like I've got to shoot scores and compete and 
it's -- the competition here is really strong and it was fun for me to get off to a good start and 
play well. I'll take a week and a half off before I go play hopefully Napa, if we can get the 
fires to subside. I'm hoping that we don't cancel the tournament and that people are safe 
there. Then I'll try to get ready for the U.S. Open there. 
 
Q.  What do you take away from this week about your game? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So there was a lot of good and there was some things I identified that 
I've got to work on. It was a really good course for me because the fairways were pretty 
generous, I didn't have to hit drivers a lot of the time, and there was some holes where I was 
able to use my length to reach, like No. 5 today, make eagle. So it was a good course for 
me.  
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  (in progress) why you have such a spiritual relationship with this place, 
it's beautiful. It was fun for me to start my Champions Tour debut here and compete on such 
a great golf course. I love the Crenshaw-Coore design, and we have such a great staff that 
worked so hard to accommodate us, make the golf course in such great shape and working 
really hard to follow all of our safety guidelines with COVID-19 and to allow us to play, so I'm 
very appreciative of that. 
 
What a fun week. I mean, I really enjoyed it. These few days, I'm very appreciative of the 
opportunity to compete out here and play with these guys. I'm very appreciative of the way 
the guys were in welcoming me this week, they couldn't have been nicer. It's great to see a 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

lot of the guys, such great legends on the tour here that I grew up watching and ultimately 
had a chance to compete against. Haven't seen them in many, many years and now get a 
chance to compete against them again. It was a lot of fun for me. I really appreciate all the 
hard work that everybody put in to make this event possible, everybody at Bass Pro Shops, 
Big Cedar Lodge making this place so nice. Thank you guys so much.  
 
Q.  Phil, congratulations on winning in your PGA TOUR Champions debut. Just your 
thoughts on the week? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It was really a fun few days. I really enjoyed our time over at the Big 
Cedar Lodge. And this golf course, I'm a big Crenshaw-Coore fan and he did a remarkable 
job here. It's a fun course for me to play, and to start my Champions Tour debut right here 
was really a perfect place. The guys were very welcoming and it was fun for me to see them. 
I haven't seen a lot of these guys for 10-plus years and they were guys I played a number of 
years on Tour with, I grew up watching. So for me to see them again and hang out with 
them, guys that really made the Tour what it is today, it was fun for me to spend some time 
with them. 
 
Q.  Obviously, I mean, one of your main goals you talked about coming into this was 
preparing for the U.S. Open. So knowing that, obviously you won't know for sure until 
you get there, but how well do you think you've accomplished that goal? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So I felt I was playing really well as I headed into Boston to start the 
Playoffs and unfortunately I didn't score. It's one thing playing well at home and it's another 
to take it to the Tour and play well on the road in competition.  
 
So being able to play and compete here was very helpful for me rather than shutting it down 
for a couple weeks. To compete against these legends and to come out on top and to play 
well and get a little bit of momentum, I'll go over to Napa and play our Safeway event the 
week before the U.S. Open and see if I can get sharp then. But I'll be working on my game 
the next week and a half, see if I can be really sharp for the U.S. Open. Obviously I have a 
lot of work to do and some redemption at Winged Foot, but it's a great golf course and I'm 
looking forward to the challenge. 
 
Q.  Obviously you have quite an advantage with your driver. Just talk about hole No. 5 
and hitting that eagle and how that gave you momentum for the rest of the round.  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So it's a 323 carry over those bunkers and we had a little bit of help. 
On Tour a lot of guys are able to cover that carry. Out here, there's only a couple and I'm 
fortunate to be one of them.  
 
To be able to make the putt and get off to that good start, that really gave me the momentum 
to finish it off. I wasn't that sharp on the back nine, but I got off to such a good start that it 
was helpful. 
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Q.  Can you just talk about seeing Roc and Strick and some of those guys at the end. 
Is that pretty cool? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It's really cool. I mean, I played a practice round with Rocco Mediate, I 
haven't seen him in a long time. Steve Stricker's one of the best people in golf and he's our 
Ryder Cup captain next year. He's such a great leader, a great person. I haven't had a 
chance to see him all that much because he's splitting his time between both tours, but I 
really enjoy being with him. And his brother-in-law, Mario, who caddies for him, is a quality 
guy, too. We've had some really great experiences over the years and a lot of the guys out 
on this Champions Tour I've had a lot of great moments with, but I haven't seen them in a 
while, so it's been fun to run into them and spend time. 
 
Q.  Just in general, like the overall experience when you think back on this week, 
what's going to stand out? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think the amount of fun that these events are is something that stands 
out and how much less stress it is, yet still competitive. Everybody wants to play hard, 
everybody's working on their game, everybody's competing, but if you get a little tired, you 
hop in the cart and you ride. It's just really nice, I love it. So I got a little tired last night, 
yesterday 6:30, 7:00 at night and I'm a little tired so I just ride a few holes. I just love it. It's 
got a cool element to it. 
 
This golf course is pretty special. Crenshaw-Coore, they're phenomenal course designers, 
the best in the business, and to be able to play and compete at this course was fun. 
 
Q.  Any kind of pitch bringing carts to the regular tour now? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  No, I'm not, I'm not. I think that this tour has done a great job of 
allowing the legends, the people, the players that have made this tour what it is, the regular 
tour what it is to come out here, play, compete, interact with fans and continue that 
connection, that emotional connection that they have with all the people that support the 
great game of golf. 
 
So this is what it should be, the Champions Tour is what it should be. It's a fun environment, 
very intimate. The Tour is much more cutthroat and that's what that should be, too. 
 
Q.  How does it feel to be the young pup again? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I haven't been called "young" in a long time. Everybody out on 
Tour calls me the "old man," which is totally cool. I had a lot of fun here, I really did. I'm 
hopeful to play in some more, too, but I also want to use this as a way to get sharp for the 
regular tour and for the majors. We have two big majors coming up, U.S. Open, love to win 
that one obviously, and then the Masters. 
 
Q.  You've mentioned the word "fun" quite a bit this week. Just when is the last time 
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you've had this much fun in a competitive tournament? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It's been a while since I have not felt that much stress and pressure. 
We still want to compete, we still feel the pressure, I still got nervous and so forth, but the 
environment here is much more relaxed and cool amongst the guys. Guys are pulling for 
each other, they're laughing. I had great conversation with Tim Petrovic the last couple of 
days, Steve Stricker the first day, Retief. It's a fun round of golf rather than really intense. 
 
Q.  You talked about Big Cedar Lodge as well. I don't know how much experience you 
have in this area of the country, but just what have you liked about it? I know you 
probably weren't able to get out and explore very much, but just what have you liked 
about this area? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  How private and secluded the cabins at Big Cedar Lodge were; the 
lake, how beautiful that was; great fishing, boating, just a lot of fun things to do. It's not what 
I'm used to. Growing up in southern California, I'm used to ocean and so forth and this was a 
very calming experience being outdoors. 
 


