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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
August 25, 2020 
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( -170 
 
 
Q.  Phil, another solid round out there today. Now, looking back on the round, one of 
the critical parts of the round, the bogey putt on 10, was that big? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I agree with you, I think that was a really critical part because I 
made a mistake hitting the wrong club off the tee, I thought we had hurt, I thought driver 
would be fine on that line, and it wasn't. And to get out of there with a bogey, birdieing my 
provisional or other ball was a huge thing because I was able to get it right back to even par 
on the back side with a birdie on the par 5 next hole and then make a few more birdies 
coming in. 
 
Q.  During the telecast Lanny Wadkins noticed, he said, "I have not seen Phil 
Mickelson's stroke look this good in quite some time." Did you make some 
adjustment here?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So I've been working with a guy in San Diego, Derek Uyeda and he's 
got that Quintic system and I've been getting a lot of feedback on how I want the stroke to be 
and the launch on the ball and all the little details of it that when I get on the course, my feels 
then start to equate and do what I'm expecting. So I've been putting really well.  
 
And today, Billy Ray, I didn't drive it the way I've been driving it, I kind of hung a few drives, I 
haven't been doing that. I'm going to try to fix that here on the range and when I come out 
tomorrow, I'm going to be a little bit more aggressive with the driver and see if I can make 
some more birdies. 
 
Q.  Phil, another great round. Now you have a four-shot lead heading into Sunday. 
Just your thoughts on how it went out there today. 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, I really enjoy playing the golf course. I hit some good shots, made 
some good birdies, but I want to work on a couple of things. I hit a couple of drives that I 
hung a little bit left that I want to work on. If I can drive it a little bit more aggressively, I think 
I can make a few more birdies and be hard to catch. 
 
Q.  You mentioned some of those drives, but the recovery shots, especially here on 3 
and again on 9, what would you say about that aspect of your day? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So the one thing I would say is that on 3 when I missed it left, I knew I 
would be left of the pin because the pin is right. So even though I missed it left, I had all that 
green to work with and it wasn't that hard of an up-and-down. 
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I'm really enjoying the competition, I'm enjoying playing here. I'm enjoying the carts, really 
nice. So I'm having a fun time, but I want to play a little bit sharper tomorrow than I did today. 
 
Q.  With that competition, does it help when you've got a guy right next to you that's 
going shot for shot with you? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It does, yeah, and he's such a great putter that you think he's going to 
make it from everywhere. So, you know, he's a guy to watch for.  
 
I just have to come out and do the same thing, though. I've got to take advantage of the par 
5s, be aggressive, try to drive some of those par 4s if the wind is right and see if I can kind of 
overpower the course where it lends it and then be patient where it doesn't. 
 
Q.  What did you see in that putt on 6 off the green? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, yeah, so I knew that the pitch on that green is a 6, which is very 
severe, so a ball won't stay there. So I knew if I just got it out there, it's going to get all the 
way down to the hole, and it was just lucky that it went in. I was just trying to die it and let it 
filter down and not run five, six feet by. It barely got to the hole. Those are lucky ones.  
 
The ones that you really want to make, which I made a lot of today, are the four-, five-, 
six-footers. Those are the ones that you just don't want to give those shots away, and I 
made a lot of them, starting on No. 1 where after driving it in a tree, I had a five-, six-footer 
for par. It's a big putt and it got the round going. Even though it's a par, you don't want to 
bogey that first hole. 
 
Q.  Can you tell us about the decision on 9? You said, "Gimme me the driver." 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So there was a -- the reason I did that was there was a post and I had 
left-to-right wind and I was going to have to play right of that post and that wind was going to 
take it further right and a 2-iron was going to have too much -- it was going to be too hard for 
me to get it to cut back into that wind. 
 
A driver off the deck cuts almost automatically, so I didn't have to do anything to that shot. I 
could hit the driver right of that post and I felt it was going to cut back into the wind without 
having to do too much at impact. 
 
Q.  It's almost like, when we saw it on camera, it was almost like you really had 
conviction, you were like, "Gimme the driver," you almost knew? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It was a much easier shot. People say, you're hitting a driver out of the 
bark, whatever. The fact is I had to hit a low cut and it was much easier to hit a low cut with 
that club than it was a 2-iron. 
 
Q.  Give me a thought on tomorrow. I'm assuming a win on any tour is special. 
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PHIL MICKELSON:  So I don't want to get ahead of myself. I want to come out and play and 
be sharp and hit some good shots and make some putts and play the way I have more like 
the first day, then I'll be tough to beat.  
 
But I don't want to think about the result, I want to think about the process. I've got some 
work to do. We're going to come out early tomorrow, so I've got to get my work in right now 
and then get rested because we're starting early. I'm excited, this has been really fun. 
 


