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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 24, 2020 
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  Here with Phil Mickelson. Phil, a lot of anticipation starting the day. Walk us 
through going to that first tee making your debut on the PGA TOUR Champions.  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It's a lot of fun. It is a fun environment and it's fun for me to see a lot of 
the guys that I grew up watching play and played with for a number of years on the PGA 
TOUR, played Ryder Cups and Presidents Cups with a lot of the guys here. So the 
atmosphere, environment here is really cool for me to be a part of. 
 
I was a little nervous, too, because I wanted to come out and play well, and I felt like I was 
playing really well, Billy Ray. I went into Boston last week, I shot 61-63, 4 back home and I 
was like ready to play. Then I get there and I shoot 3 over and it just threw me off. So I 
wanted to keep playing because I felt like I was playing well. So to have the opportunity to 
play in these events and this one in particular was really special and I'm very appreciative of 
that. 
 
Q.  You talk about nerves. You come in here as the favorite. Were you more relaxed or 
more nervous because you came in the odds favorite here? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I didn't think about that. I just was trying to figure out a way to play this 
golf course smartly because although there's no rough, it's fairway and it's junk. That usually 
doesn't bode well for me, Billy Ray. I strategized and kind of found the right clubs off certain 
tees. There's plenty of room to hit it if you hit the right club, so I was able to get in play and 
have a number of short irons, which is really the strength of my game. 
 
Q.  Were you surprised at anything that you saw out there today setup-wise different 
than the PGA TOUR and the PGA TOUR Champions? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I mean, it is in that, you know, the Tour is set up very difficult. You don't 
see it, but I would say 12, 13 of the holes are always on kind of like top of a little crest where 
everything repels away. It's very hard to get it close. And sometimes you have wedges and 
you're like, gosh, if I can get it six, eight feet, that's a heck of a shot. Out here, the pins 
weren't like they were easy, it's just like they were what you would see when you play at like 
a challenging setup when you play at your home course. 
 
Q.  You came in here, played well last week, so this can do nothing but help you 
moving forward when you go back to the PGA TOUR? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think it does. It gives me a chance to play and compete and to work 
on some shots that I need to work on and hopefully build a little bit of momentum, because 
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what I've been finding is I play really well at home, I get out on the Tour and I'm playing tight, 
like I'm not letting myself go and swing free and aggressively and then hit the shots. I get a 
little steery. So to come out here and be able to compete here, it gives me a chance to work 
on that. 
 
Q.  There's been so much said about you coming out here, but there's only been 19 
players since the conception of the PGA TOUR Champions that have won in their first 
event. Latest, Jim Furyk did it. Was that at the top of your mind coming here and 
trying to get that victory as well? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Certainly it's a situation where yeah, you want to win your -- you want 
to come out, you want to play well, the expectation's there. So if you play well and win well, 
you're supposed to do that, and if you don't, it's like what happened? So I wanted to make 
sure that I was playing well when I played in my first one and I knew heading into last week I 
was playing well even though the scores didn't show that.  
 
Now, we've got a lot of golf left and a lot of people have shot really low and the quality of golf 
here is pretty impressive. I mean, watching Steve Stricker roll that putter, he can really putt. 
So there's a lot of great players out here and it's fun for me to be able to compete against 
them. 
 
Q.  So, great first round here in your Champions debut. Just your thoughts on how it 
went out there today? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I had a lot of fun. I've enjoyed competing against Retief for so many 
years and Steve Stricker is one of my favorite people in all of golf, he's just a quality 
individual. I got very lucky with my tee time and we had a lot of fun. His caddie, Mario, is 
such a good person, too, that we couldn't help but have fun and that leads to playing better. 
Watching him roll putts in early in the round, it just gets your mindset in a very positive frame 
and I tried to kind of take his feel and touch and smooth rhythmic stroke, and I made a few 
good ones on the back nine, too. 
 
Q.  I remember you mentioned the other day that you were going to try to get a good 
case of the course. So how did your reconnaissance of the course go compared to 
how you played today? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So, it's an incredible golf course. I'm a huge Crenshaw-Coore fan and 
they did a remarkable job here, so I think they're the best architects in the game and to play 
one of their gems is a lot of fun. Strategically, though, it says it's not a long golf course but 
you have to be very strategic off the tee, pick the right clubs to get to the wide parts of the 
fairway, and if not, you're going to lose golf balls. So I did a decent job of that. I hit one ball 
in the thick stuff and was able to find it. Fortunately, it was my only bogey there on 9. But 
that's the most critical thing is getting the ball in play, finding the right club for that and then 
being aggressive on the right opportunities. I tried to drive a couple of the par 4s, I was able 
to drive it on 3 and missed it, came out of it on 5 but hit a fairway there and made birdie. So 
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finding the spots to be aggressive, they're out there, but you just need to be patient. 
 
Q.  Phil, obviously this is a huge debut for you coming on the Champions Tour and 
making that debut, that choice to be right here in the Ozarks at this beautiful course. 
I've got to tell you, my friend, congratulations. A wonderful course, a great late surge 
taking the lead one stroke in in this first round of play. How do you feel overall? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So I was a little nervous going in and it feels great to get off to a good 
start, especially when you're only in a three-round tournament, you don't have that extra 
round. You've got to come out and get off to a good start so that you're not playing catch-up. 
 
I was a little nervous, I wanted to get out and play well. So I was able to get a pretty good 
start, I birdied five of the first seven and I felt like I was getting in a groove, and on the back 
nine made some nice putts, so it's fun to play well.  
 
But we've got a lot of golf left and I'm excited for the competition. I feel like I've been playing 
well at home, but it's another thing taking it out on the road. I struggled last week in Boston 
when I knew that my game was well, I still didn't score well. I'm fortunate to be able to play in 
this event because it worked out perfectly timing-wise and allows me to compete while I feel 
like I'm playing well. 
 
Q.  I noticed before you teed off on 9, you turned around and you watched the group 
behind you. How much fun is it for you to just be able to kind of see some of these 
guys play after it's been some time since you have been able to? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It really is fun. I know all the guys out here, I've grown up watching 
them play, I've played with them a number of years on the PGA TOUR, I've been in many 
Ryder Cups, President Cups with the guys. So it's fun for me to come out here and know 
everybody whereas on the regular tour, I'm like half the guys, they're young, coming from the 
Korn Ferry Tour and I don't know who they are and I'm like, this guy can play, who is it, you 
know.  Here, I know who everybody is. It's really fun for me to get out here. 
 
Q.  Phil, now obviously we know how your reputation with the crowds is, everybody 
gets very entertained when you're playing and I know you have some banter back 
with them. How are you finding it at the moment not having spectators on the course?  
Does it affects the guys out there negatively? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  No. We obviously miss having the crowds, and the support that people 
have given the game of golf to allow us to play is very much appreciated, but hopefully we're 
putting on a good show to where everybody can be at home, stay safe and be entertained 
with some golf. Whether it's the PGA TOUR, the Champions Tour, Korn Ferry Tour, we hope 
that people are enjoying the golf even though they can't get out. Hopefully we'll be able to 
congregate and get together and be at these events soon, but for right now we've all got to 
be safe and at least we're getting some sports back. 
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Q.  How do you describe what kind of zone you're in whenever you're -- especially on 
the back nine, you've got five birdies in a row including some long putts, how would 
you describe just what zone that's like? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It feels very much like I'm at home with the guys just playing. Because 
we have a cart, if I get a little tired, I can ride; if I want to go take a look at the green or what 
have you, it's a very relaxed atmosphere and that allowed me to kind of free up and hit some 
shots and play a little bit what I call free, where you're not steering the ball, where you're 
letting it go. 
 


