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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 24, 2020 
 
ERNIE ELS  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Ernie, you're in at 6 under. Just your thoughts on the round today? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, it was a solid round. I just made the one mistake on No. 10, I drove it 
into the right, the trees and made bogey there. I kept it in play for the most part and made 
some good putts. Felt I could have squeezed a couple out at the end there, but I'm satisfied 
with that round. 
 
Q.  Ernie, talk a little bit about the fact that you've now played your second straight 
tournament in the same complex in such a short period of days. What kind of 
adjustment is that? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  It's a little weird, but it's nice. I mean, we need to play. We haven't played too 
much, you know, and we're really thankful to be able to play, especially in this unbelievable 
environment. We played a beautiful golf course last week and this golf course is as beautiful, 
so we really are happy to be playing golf. We're not complaining about playing back-to-back 
events, so to speak. I wish we could play more of them. It's really, for myself and my wife, it's 
really a treat to be here this week. 
 
Q.  Did you have a chance to talk to Phil at all about being a rookie out here and just 
how different it is before you guys got started? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  No, actually, I saw him on the putting green I think yesterday and we had a 
brief chat. We've come a long way, like out of junior golf, to amateur golf and then 
professional ranks and now here, so we talked about our families (inaudible) and it was a 
good chat. 
 
Q.  We just talked about the challenge of having two tournaments back-to-back in the 
same area and such, such a small amount of space in the sense of did you notice a 
difference in challenge between the two courses? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Definitely, yeah. That's the really cool part about the golf here, they're different 
designers and it's beautiful, but it's very difficult terrain but it's very difficult terrain to build a 
golf course on. You can imagine, we've built golf courses around the world and this type of 
terrain, I know how difficult it can be. There's a lot of rock and so forth. We've got 
Crenshaw-Coore here and Fazio, we've got Tiger here and Payne's Valley coming. So 
unbelievable designers, great golf. If you like golf, fishing, outdoor living, you better come 
here. It's been a really great treat for my family. 
 


