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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
August 22, 2020 
 
RYAN McCORMICK  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Here with Ryan McCormick, matches round of the week, 6-under 65 on the Scarlet 
Course, one off the lead.  
 
Ryan, very nice playing to move yourself to have a chance on Sunday. 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  Thanks, Kev. Appreciate it. 
 
Q.  Absolutely. How would you assess what was clicking for you out there today? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  Yeah, I hit the ball a little bit better today. The first couple rounds I 
scrambled pretty well, kept it manageable out there. It's not easy to make birdies when the 
greens are so firm and the course is playing pretty tough. I was able to kind of hit it a little bit 
better, which got me going. It was a little bit nicer than the first couple days, definitely less 
stressful. 
 
Q.  Was there anything you worked on last night or this morning that kind of helped 
you? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  No. You know, I'm always -- I think everybody out here is trying to hit 
it a little bit better every day. A couple things here and there. I work with a guy, Bernie Najar, 
who's helped me out a ton and fortunately given me the right kind of tools and I know how to 
kind of fix it, get it around out here when it's not going well. 
 
Q.  What's it been like just kind of -- you've had a couple years of Mondays and 
bouncing around. This summer you've been able to actually plan your schedule.  
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  It's been nice. It's been a change of pace, for sure. I haven't taken a 
week off, so it's been a wild summer. Felt like I kind of got my opportunity back there in June 
and, you know, every week out here is so good, they do such a good job running the events 
and it's so much fun to play out here. I'm just glad to be here week to week and not having to 
Monday. 
 
Q.  Is it kind of something -- this is not a Finals event, but elevated event versus kind 
of starting the year. If you'd been told you would get to play Columbus, is that 
something -- 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  It would have been pretty nice, yeah. Shoot, yeah, going back to the 
shutdown and COVID, we didn't know what was going to happen. For a little while I was 
wondering if there was going to be any Monday qualifiers. For a guy like me out of Q-School, 
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I wouldn't have had any starts. 
 
Yeah, if you'd have told me I'd playing here, that would be pretty good. 
 
Q.  You played in the morning, early. Do you think it's going to get tougher as the day 
goes on in terms of the conditions, how hard it is? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  You know, we caught a couple windy holes on like the last, three, 
four. It hasn't blown the last two days in the afternoon. I played in one of the last groups 
yesterday and it didn't really blow at all. There's a couple I think accessible pins more so 
than the first couple days, but you've still got to hit in the right spots, for sure.  
 
Q.  I understand that during the pandemic, when 95 percent of the country was like 
locked down, you were going everywhere, right?  
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  Yeah, yeah. I've got a great friend that sponsored me who lets me 
live in his place down in Florida and I was down there, and about end of April usually 
everybody down in Florida, they start to aerate the greens, so that was about the time we 
figured out what our schedule was going to be this year out here.  
 
I was like, well, I've got to find somewhere to practice and get ready. So I basically packed 
up my car and just headed north. Georgia was the first state to open, so thankfully with 
being a member this year, you could play at TPCs. I went to TPC Sugarloaf in Atlanta for like 
four or five days.  
 
As things started to kind of open back up, I got a sponsor and friend of mine who lives at 
Pinehurst, was able to hang out there for a little bit. Then made my way to DC and hung out 
at TPC Potomac until June. Just tried to give myself the best chance possible to be as ready 
as I could, knowing that probably everybody else was probably taking some time off. 
 
Q.  How much do you think that helped you? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  Probably a good bit, I think so. I think it worked. Yeah, you know, 
there aren't many -- everybody's really talented out here. There's not many opportunities 
where it's kind of you can get a little bit of an advantage and I just felt like in that instance 
that I could kind of take advantage of the situation there. 
 
Q.  Were you worried at all exposing yourself to more risk? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  For sure, for sure. I mean, I was basically, you know, following the 
same rules that we follow out here. I was at the golf course, ordered takeout, sat in a hotel or 
whoever's house, did everything I could to be as safe as possible while trying to get ready, 
you know. 
 
Q.  Spent a lot of time in your car, I understand? 
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RYAN McCORMICK:  Yeah. It's funny, funny how things worked. My car is being shipped 
here, it should be here actually today. I drove it back down from D.C. to Jacksonville for the 
first event. Thankfully, the Tour let me park it at Sawgrass, so we've got the next four events 
are pretty close. So I was looking to get my car back. Didn't fly down there, you know, 
thinking if I missed the cut last week, I might fly down there, drive my car up. Yeah, so now 
my car's back here, so will be right at home. 
 
Q.  What kind of car? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  It's a Hyundai Elantra. It's a couple years old. 
 
Q.  How many miles do you put on it, like this year? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  Yeah, a lot. I don't even know, probably close to 50. It's crazy. 
 
Q.  How long did you -- at the start of it in March, how long did you stay in lockdown? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  I was in Florida -- I had played a PGA TOUR Latinoamerica event in 
Mexico in March and then got back and things kind of started to shut down. So I was in 
Florida for almost, you know, basically the entire shutdown, through the end of March and 
then into April down in Florida. Just hunkered down, not much to do. 
 
Q.  But you didn't hunker down as long as most people did? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  Correct. There was still a good bit of time where we didn't know what 
was going on. I definitely, you know, put the clubs away for at least a couple weeks. Yeah, 
that's where I was. 
 
Q.  How did your car get -- you said it's being shipped here? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  Yeah, I shipped it -- I shipped my keys last week down to 
Jacksonville. Thanks to the staff at TPC Sawgrass for helping me out. It should be here 
today actually. I told my caddie, McGuire, before the round, I said, hey, we can't hit any balls 
afterwards, I've got to run back to the hotel and get my car. So here I am. 
 
Q.  What's the service? Is it like a shipping service? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  Yeah. I think like some guys do it, instead of driving from like New 
Jersey or New York, they ship their car down. A couple guys live down there, they kind of do 
that. It's more cost effective to do that than to rent a car every week out here. 
 
Q.  How are you going to feel when you see that car? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  I'm just hoping there's not like a million bugs in it. I'm one of those 
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guys who like leaves a banana in a golf bag and you get to the next week and you're like, 
Why does my bag smell bad? So I'm just hoping that it's, you know, like okay. It's been 
sitting in Jacksonville in 100-degree heat. 
 
Q.  What color? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  It's black, too, so it's -- 
 
Q.  Hot. 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  Yeah, no mercy. 
 
Q.  How long have you had it? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  A few years now, yeah. 
 
Q.  It's just been at Sawgrass? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  Yeah, since we went to Utah. 
 
Q.  You're running through your mind, what could I have possibly left in that car that's 
going to be a problem? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  Oh, man, yeah. It could be bad, it could be bad. I hope it's not, but 
yeah. I might show up and the guy, whoever towed it, probably got in there was like, Dude, 
what's going on with this car? I hope not. 
 
Q.  And then being from the Met area (inaudible) play your way to Winged Foot, is that 
an extra goal?  
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  Yeah, definitely. As soon as I saw back in June or whenever that 
came out that top-5 out here in the Playoff events are going to get to Winged Foot, I was like 
all right, nice to have a home game. Even though with COVID and all that going on, there's 
not going to be any fans or anything, but still to play at Winged Foot, yeah, for sure, 
something I've been thinking about. 
 
Q.  Did you play there? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  Yeah. Going to school at St. John's, we probably get out there a few 
times. Yeah, that place is awesome. 
 
Q.  Where do you normally live? Where do you live? 
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  New Jersey. 
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Q.  So when COVID hit, obviously it hit that area harder. Did you want to not be there?  
 
RYAN McCORMICK:  Yeah, yeah. Thankfully, like all the family's safe and everything, but 
yeah, at the beginning it was not good. 
 


