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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
August 22, 2020 
 
CURTIS LUCK  ( -11) 
 
 
Q.  Here with Curtis Luck, 11 under, leader into the final round here in Columbus.  
 
Curtis, nice playing today and all three days. How would you assess how it went out 
there today overall? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, pretty good. I think that the strategy for me was limit the bogeys and 
I went bogey-free, so I'm pretty stoked about that. Just tried to play really smart. Once again, 
like the first two days, if I was slightly out of position, just get it back in position as best I can 
and hit good shots to recover. I probably didn't hole as many putts today, but maybe I'm 
saving them up for tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Does it feel any different being in the final group with the cameras as opposed to a 
general crowd out here? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  It's definitely a little unusual without the crowds, it's definitely something 
different. I'm not sure having crowds around this course has a big impact like others, but it's 
definitely not as crazy. I think Cameron and I were like having a great time just strolling down 
the fairways and chatting as we went. 
 
It was really easygoing out there. I was very comfortable and Cameron was a great playing 
partner. 
 
Q.  And do you have any memories of the Round of 16 of the 2016 U.S. Amateur? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  Which one in particular? 
 
Q.  The one against Cameron. 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, I mean, I do. I definitely do, but like yeah, I've known Cameron since 
I was I think 18 and we've always got along really well. 
 
Q.  Where did you first meet Cameron? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  We played the Sage Valley Junior invitational in 2015 I'm going to say. 
Yeah, Cameron had an interesting last day. Yeah, I've known him since then and we've 
always got along. Out on Tour a couple weeks ago I didn't actually realize he was out here 
because I skipped Nebraska, so it was great to see him here and playing good. 
 
Q.  Did the U.S. Am come up at all today? 
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CURTIS LUCK:  No, not at all. Obviously we were very happy casually strolling the fairway. 
 
Q.  And you had a one-handed follow-through on 16. 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, that was the worst shot of the day. I mean, that's a West Australian 
shot that you learn playing in a lot of wind. You just hit it really fat so it doesn't spin and it just 
cuts through the wind. It was a complete accident, but it paid off. 
 
Q.  So you were planning to like spin it back? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, I was planning on hitting a nice little sand wedge into the bank on 
the back and spinning it back to where I hit it to. I wasn't intending on hitting it three inches 
fat and landing it on the front edge. 
 
Q.  You'll take it, though? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  Absolutely. I'll hit them all day like that tomorrow if they go that far. 
 
Q.  You played Cameron in the U.S. Amateur? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  What round was that? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  I'm going to say it was either Round 2 or Round 3 of the U.S. Am. I can't 
remember exactly. I'm certain it was Round 2 or Round 3. 
 
Q.  You won that, that's obviously a huge deal. How much did that help you in your 
transition to being a pro? What impact did that have? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, it's an interesting one, I guess, because like growing up for me in 
Australia, like U.S. Am was the biggest event on the schedule every year. So like heading 
over to the U.S. and playing the U.S. Am, that was the most important part of the year to me.  
 
So I played it three years in a row. First two years I qualified, and then obviously to go 
through the match play and win in 2016 was like huge because in terms of like my goals as 
an amateur, that was like No. 1, to be really competitive at that event. And that obviously led 
to bigger things like eventually getting to like world No. 1.  
 
But at that point in time I was kind of already pretty ready to turn pro. I had some pretty good 
finishes earlier that year and I decided that after that event like more or less immediately I 
was going to go to Q-School, so that put a stop to those plans pretty quick. 
 
Q.  How would you rate the agronomy here at the course? What do you think of the 
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greens and how the agronomy is? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  Well, it definitely seems to suit me really good. You know what, I've seen 
every night the greenkeepers out here doing such a good job of checking the greens and 
looking at how firm they're getting. I think it's fantastic. I hope they're concrete tomorrow, that 
would be awesome. That would remind me of playing Sandbelt golf back home. Hopefully 
they don't water them or we don't get any rain tonight and they're nice and firm. 
 
Q.  Have you learned anything that you can take home? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  Look, we unsuccessfully tried to grow a bit of bermuda in our garden. We 
had just a nice little strip down the side, didn't come through too strong unfortunately. That 
was probably the worst attempt we made in the garden. 
 
Q.  Obviously won the U.S. Amateur, No. 1 amateur in the world. Has the transition to 
being a pro golfer been what you thought it would be, harder than you thought it 
would be? What's that been like? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  I think I knew it was going to be hard. Golf is incredibly hard regardless, so 
I think in my mind I feel (inaudible) knowing that it wasn't going to be easy, and it's definitely 
been an up-and-down run since 2016. I've had a couple years where I definitely haven't 
played the way I want, but at the end of last year I had a big chunk of time off to make some 
changes and I've been working through those changes this whole year, I'm going to be 
completely honest, and not felt like overly comfortable. This is the first week where I'm hitting 
a few more shots that I'd like to see, but I still know it's quite a long road to getting what I'm 
trying to change right. 
 
Q.  Without going into too much detail, what are the changes you're trying to make? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  I think ultimately like just getting back on plane in the golf swing and 
moving the body a little better. The last couple years I got a little lazy.  
 
And I think one thing that was very different for me compared to playing an amateur 
schedule like to a pro is you obviously have to fill a lot more events in your schedule as a 
pro, so you don't get the same amount of rehearsals and on the range in like off weeks. You 
tend to get good at like pushing things under the rug and just making things work as best 
you can when you're like playing on the road.  Over the course of a couple of years, those 
small things turned into bigger things.  
 
So, yeah, just swing plane and, as I said, just trying to get the body to work a little better has 
definitely been the goal the past 10 months. 
 
Q.  And how close do you think you are to getting to the point where when you get to 
the PGA TOUR you'll be ready to really compete? 
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CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, look, it's actually, with the way this year's been, I almost look at it as 
a blessing that I've been forced to probably have an extra year out here because it's given 
me all the time in the world to try and get those changes right. My goal was to be as 
competitive as I have ever been by January next year, like for the start of the new year. So 
with everything that's going, I'm just trying to progress and get to a position where I'm not 
searching to make cuts, I'm actually trying to win golf tournaments. 
 
Q.  And you think -- so it's a blessing in disguise? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  Absolutely, for sure. 
 
Q.  What sort of outfit can we expect from you tomorrow? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  White pants is always going to be a weekend thing and haven't played too 
many weekends yet. I think white pants and maybe a little (inaudible), we'll see.  
 
Q.  So a little bit kind of festive tomorrow? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  For sure, absolutely. 
 
Q.  Does having this past success here at this tournament give you confidence going 
into tomorrow? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, I'm yet to sort of remember having a bad round in the final round 
here. I played all these pins, so I know like where to miss and where not to hit it, which is like 
crucial the way the greens are, they're so firm. 
 
So yeah, like no doubt in my mind it's a huge advantage being here the fourth year and also 
putting in good results each and every year being back. 
 
Q.  A couple years ago you pretty much punched your card here. It might not have 
been official -- 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, I was $300 out I think in the end. I've had the same putt every year 
on the last green to lock up my card and I've left it short every year, so maybe this year will 
be a little different. 
 
Q.  So this really was the one that you could have gone to the PGA TOUR? 
 
CURTIS LUCK:  Yeah, this is the event I've played best in every year, especially in the Korn 
Ferry Finals events. So it's always given me a really good kickstart to the Finals. 
 


