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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
August 21, 2020 
 
SHANE BERTSCH  ( -13, won first playoff hole) 
 
 
Q.  Shane, what a wild ride it was today, but you ended up finishing with an eagle to 
win the playoff. Just your thoughts on the whole round. 
 
SHANE BERTSCH:  Oh, the whole round was just a lot of work. People say -- you guys 
asked me the other day, what's it going to be like playing with the lead, and I said I really 
don't know. I was pretty comfortable this morning really, but missed a little putt on the first 
hole for birdie and started thinking, miss another little one on the third hole, you start 
thinking. It really is hard to win that way. 
 
I mean, I hit some goofy shots and some poor putts and I just kept hanging in there. Had a 
tough break, I mean, tough 18th hole just to make a par to get into the playoff and I just kept 
hanging in there. When we had a chance for the playoff, I really had a good feeling because 
I just felt like everything had gone the wrong way today and something had to go right, and it 
did. 
 
Q.  When you look back to the 8th hole now, ending up in the hazard, hitting the tree, 
just being able to get up and down and get the bogey out of that, just how much did 
that mean to propel you forward the rest of the round? 
 
SHANE BERTSCH:  Well, believe it or not, even though that was a fluke hole, that's where I 
probably won the tournament with that up-and-down. I think I had 74 yards out of the rough 
to that elevated green, under a tree, out of the rough and got it up and down for 6. Even 
though I was still not, you know, satisfied with where I was and it was hard not to think about 
that shot, I just kind of hit a horrible shot into the tree there.  
 
But I think that, you know, I probably would have had to say that lost the tournament for me 
if I didn't win it, but I think it won it for me because it just kind of kept me going. I had plenty 
of looks on the back nine, I just couldn't make a putt. So I made the one at the end and 
hopefully that's all that matters. 
 
Q.  Tell us about the eagle putt to win.  
 
SHANE BERTSCH:  Yeah, it was a downhill slider about 25 feet I would say and it had 
probably two feet of break. It was pretty quick and it gets even quicker past the hole, so you 
definitely want to get it there, but if it gets past the hole, it's going to go another four or five 
feet. It took its time getting over there and getting there. The ball just seemed like it was 
going in the hole no matter what. It was a good ball. 
 
Q.  Shane, you seem like a fairly mellow guy from what we've seen so far, but you did 
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let out a little, you know -- 
 
SHANE BERTSCH:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  What was behind just the emotion of victory? 
 
SHANE BERTSCH:  Oh, just because I wanted it so bad and I felt it getting away. When 
that dropped, I knew I had it. It was just, it was a good time, good time for me and my family 
and my coach and all my support back home. I've got a lot of support. I'm just happy. 
 
Q.  It's your first win since the Korn Ferry Tour 2015. What does it mean -- I know you 
didn't get to lift the trophy, it's 85 pounds, but just to be able to hold it, what does that 
mean to you? 
 
SHANE BERTSCH:  Oh, it's incredible, it's incredible. I'm proud to be a winner of this 
tournament and that trophy's always going to be with me. This is a special one. I've always 
had a hard time saying what my most special moment in golf is, but without a doubt it was 
that putt on the first playoff hole. 
 
Q.  With the unique nature, you get to turn around and play right on this very same 
complex on Monday. Tell us your feeling going into that now.  
 
SHANE BERTSCH:  It's just incredible, I can't wait. I've heard great things about that 
course, but I haven't checked it out. This course was phenomenal, I love Coore & Crenshaw 
courses. I play a course in Denver, a Coore & Crenshaw; Colorado Golf Club is a real good 
track. I'm sure it will have some similarities and I'm looking forward to it. 
 
Q.  Shane, I sense a lot of emotion. Obviously you told us about the surgery, you had 
to go to Q-School, never won on the Tour. Can you kind of explain the journey? 
Maybe I'm sure that's where part of the emotion comes from? 
 
SHANE BERTSCH:  Yeah, it just has been a journey. I would have to clarify myself as a 
definite true journeyman. I've been back and forth. Since '95 I've had status on some Tour, 
but never was a steady player. I was steady on the Korn Ferry, I was steady for a couple 
years where I had a couple real good years on the years I didn't get through as far as 
making a lot of cuts and stuff, but I never really got into that comfort zone on the PGA 
TOUR. I had a lot of injuries where, you know, I just -- I never really got into a rhythm out 
there.  But, you know, I had a couple good tournaments, I had some top-10s, but never a 
win. One chance and didn't take it.  
 
But I'm glad to get this one because I really felt like it was mine to win With a four-stroke 
lead and then you kind of think, oh, you let it get away. I started to even wonder will I ever 
get another chance and I quickly turned myself around and said I've still got a shot, just need 
to make one putt, and I finally made one putt.  
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Yeah, it means everything now. It's really big. We've had a couple tough years. I haven't had 
much status the last few. I even took a job last summer and I've been doing some teaching 
in Denver and stuff. This is what I always have wanted to do, so I'm happy that I got the 
opportunity to keep playing for a while. 
 
Q.  There's a lot of talent joining the PGA TOUR Champions. This is your second time 
out here. Starting next week Phil Mickelson's going to join as well and make his 
debut. Does it excite you a bit to have a guy like that coming in? 
 
SHANE BERTSCH:  Not really. I don't want Phil to come. (Laughs.) No, I love Phil. I've 
played with him a few times. He's a phenomenal -- I used to play AJGA events. We're the 
same age. I would finish my round and go out and watch Phil because I was just enamored 
with his game. He's a phenomenal player, good to hear he's coming out. 
 
Q.  And you had a couple majors champions in the group you were just in.  
 
SHANE BERTSCH:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Is it sweet to be able to be surrounded you by them? 
 
SHANE BERTSCH:  It really is, it really is. It's hard not to think about that when you're 
playing and you've got to just one shot at a time and stick to that pattern. But when Kenny 
started coming on strong and I was going the wrong way, it seemed like every shot he hit 
was perfect. He wasn't making many putts, either. He did make a few, but it was a lot of 
good emotions going on to be able to come out on top with those guys, for sure. 
 
Q.  Big crowd with four players. Off the tee, you're the only one not in that bunker on 
the right. Just what was your thought process there when you saw that? 
 
SHANE BERTSCH:  Right. Well, I knew that that bunker that I was almost in was definitely 
in play, but I wasn't about to hit a 3-wood, so I was just hoping to fit the gap. But I saw the 
wind and everyone going right on that one and I honestly thought if I got in the bunker that I 
almost did that I could still get to the green, so I just went ahead and ripped it right at it. The 
rough caught it up there a little bit, it was a squirrelly little lie, but it was a good little bank 
shot I played over there. 
 


