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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
August 21, 2020 
 
ERIK BARNES  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  So, nice playing.  What was working for you out there? 
 
ERIK BARNES:  I drove it in the fairway like almost every hole for two days, so I mean, that 
was big. Out here, if you hit it in the fairways, you've got chances, right, because the greens, 
they're make speed. They're firm, but they're make speed. So if I can continue to drive it in 
the fairway, you can have some success out here. Just the second you start getting it off the 
fairway, it's hard. 
 
Q.  Seems like ever since we returned to golf you kind of hit your stride here, had 
some good finishes. What's been clicking for you these last couple weeks? 
 
ERIK BARNES:  To be honest, it has a lot to do with kind of a coaching change and 
somewhat of a change of philosophy. So I was a guy that I would kind of search every week, 
I was changing my golf swing constantly and try to make it better and improve on it, and that 
wasn't necessary.  
 
I just finally got a coach, Scott Cowx is his name, he's out of Toronto. I finally got a coach 
that just said, "Dude, what you're doing's really good, just keep doing it." Fortunately, it's 
been good for the whole year. I mean, obviously having finished 77 on the Money List last 
year and only getting like three of the first eight with COVID, it really wasn't -- I wasn't able to 
show it, right? So once I finally got a chance to play, I could prove that I've been playing 
well, so just kind of carryover of what's been going on. 
 
Q.  What kind of propelled you to like look for a coach and think of that? 
 
ERIK BARNES:  To be honest, I just got so sick and tired of every week grinding on the 
driving range Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and then after every round and before 
every round. I just got tired of it, like this can't be the answer. There's too many types of guys 
with too many types of golf swings for there to be this, you know, strive for this perfect golf 
swing.  
 
Fortunately enough, a buddy of mine was working with him and he was in Florida and he just 
said, "Hey, man, dude, don't change anything, just keep doing what you're doing and make 
minor adjustments, setups, stuff like that and let it go," and I've been able to do that. 
 
Q.  Is it kind of more your natural swing? 
 
ERIK BARNES:  Yeah, yeah. I haven't -- I mean, I don't have a lot of swing thoughts 
anymore. Like I have minor things here and there that I'm thinking about, but I'm not thinking 
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of swing plane and trying to shallow it and doing all these other things. I'm just kind of letting 
the shot come out. 
 
Q.  It's worked? 
 
ERIK BARNES:  Yeah, it's working. 
 
Q.  Just talk about your round today. 
 
ERIK BARNES:  Yeah, I played good. I did miss a couple short putts out there. I hit one in 
there close on 14, probably six feet, and missed it. But I played solid, just kind of what I was 
saying a minute ago. I've been driving it great, so if you can keep it in the fairways out here, 
you can hit some wedges and some short irons and have some chances to make some 
birdies, so keep it in the fairways was kind of key. 
 
Q.  Do you love this course? 
 
ERIK BARNES:  The golf course is great. Hopefully, it keeps getting firmer and it gets 
harder, that's what I'm looking forward to. 
 
Q.  Any problems with the wind today? 
 
ERIK BARNES:  No, there's like no wind for two days. I don't even think it's going to be 
windy this weekend, though. Maybe Sunday, but not much wind going on. It is swirly. If it's 
blowing 5 miles an hour, one hole it's out of the north, next hole it's out of the south, so it's a 
little bit swirly so you've just got to kind of pay attention. 
 
Q.  Tell us about your season.  
 
ERIK BARNES:  Oh, it's been a weird season. Yeah, I've played well. I think I've only 
missed one cut this year, but I haven't -- to be honest with you, I haven't dealt with Sundays 
very well. I probably haven't played that great on Sunday, but I've put myself in positions a 
lot to have good tournaments and finish high and even win, but I figure if I just keep doing it, 
at some point it's going to fall into the right place and have a chance to win a tournament. 
 
Q.  After having (inaudible) start of the year, you played here getting into these events 
and this tournament, is that kind of something that you would have taken, like all 
right -- 
 
ERIK BARNES:  Yeah, for sure. Obviously starting the year I expected to get in more 
tournaments than I got in early on. I think last year, the year before where I finished would 
have been like seven or eight, or six or seven of the first eight, I got three. So obviously with 
COVID, that kind of put a damper on things, too. Just kept me out of the two Florida events 
when I probably would have gotten in those events had we not had a break in the schedule. 
But I'm just happy we're playing, dude, to be honest with you. 


