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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 20, 2020 
 
CURTIS THOMPSON  ( -3) 
 
 
Q.  So nice playing. Just kind of walk us through your round, what was working out 
there for you? 
 
CURTIS THOMPSON:  You know, it's a tough golf course. Going into the tournament you 
know that, so pars are big. You try to limit the amount of bogeys. 
 
Today, hit the driver straight. I hit like 10 fairways or something like that and that's a lot for 
me. A lot of looks out of the fairway. Lag putting's huge out here because the greens are 30, 
40, 50 yards deep, so you can have a lot of 40- and 50-footers, which we did. It's big to be 
able to get those putts down there inside four, five feet to get your two-putts. 
 
Q.  A lot on the line obviously these last couple weeks. Just where would you say 
your game is going into this final stretch? 
 
CURTIS THOMPSON:  You know, I played a lot; this is I think 10 in a row. So I'm getting a 
little tired, but it is what it is. My goal coming into these four playoff events was to make the 
cut, and we'll get hot in one or two of them and hopefully this is the week. Made the first two 
cuts, not great on the finishes. We've just got to keep going along. My goal is to just shoot 1 
under each nine holes and then at the end of it that's pretty good in this event. 
 
Q.  You've got a brother on the PGA TOUR, a sister on the LPGA Tour. In terms of this 
tour and the PGA TOUR, how thin is that difference between this tour and that Tour? 
 
CURTIS THOMPSON:  You know, it depends on the golf course. Last week's golf course 
isn't one for me, it's shorter and it's at elevation. I think on the PGA TOUR there's only one 
or two like that. I think you see a lot more PGA TOUR-esque players on a course like this 
where it's longer, pars are big and making sure that you don't make doubles, because 
birdies, you're not going to come out here and make six to eight birdies, you're not going to 
do that. You could have done it last week on a course where par 5s are short and there's a 
couple of drivable holes, but on this one, if you make three to five birdies a round, hopefully 
you're there on Sunday. 
 
Q.  Just growing up, you obviously grew up in a golf family, was that like the sport 
from the day you can remember? 
 
CURTIS THOMPSON:  Yeah, we grew up on a golf course. Nick's 10 years older than me, 
so I followed in his footsteps, and Lexi was practicing with both of us. Yeah, I mean, it's just 
kind of been our way. My brother and I played a little bit of baseball growing up, but not 
enough to be, you know, too serious about it and here we are, all three of us playing. It's a 
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fun time. 
 
Q.  How much does it help to have a brother who will probably tell you this is a career 
path, this is what it takes, just an example? 
 
CURTIS THOMPSON:  Yeah, it's fun to see both sides. I get to play with my brother, I get to 
see what a journeyman can do. He's been out here for I think this is his 15th year on PGA 
TOUR and Korn Ferry, and also I've got a little experience caddying for Lexi on what it 
takes -- although it's a different level of golf, what it takes to win. She shows you that 
consistency will beat down the door almost every time. Really not my forte, but hopefully this 
week consistency prevails for me. 
 
Q.  When you've got an older brother who's obviously led the way and you've got a 
sister who's a star, is there a standard you want to reach? 
 
CURTIS THOMPSON:  The standard, I've been kind of past the pressure. I did that a lot 
when I was in junior golf and in college golf, but really you can't compare women's golf and 
men's golf and I can't compare my brother to who I am. We're all completely different 
players. The pressure's always going to be there, but I have enough pressure on myself for 
the entire field. I deal with it in my own way. 
 
Q.  In the bio, you're naturally left-handed? 
 
CURTIS THOMPSON:  Naturally left-handed, yes. 
 
Q.  Was that hard when you first started playing golf? 
 
CURTIS THOMPSON:  I never played golf left-handed. I know I'm still young, but when I 
was growing up, the clubs were still very scarce for left-handers, so just played right-handed 
and just said we're going to get what clubs you want and we're not going to blame it on the 
equipment, and I played right-handed. I'll mess around with John Chin and Paul Peterson 
out here, I'll hit some of their clubs and every once in a while on the range I'll get a few 
whacks in, but that's about it. 
 
Q.  Was that an adjustment at all in the beginning? 
 
CURTIS THOMPSON:  No. 
 
Q.  You're pretty long left-handed, too, right? 
 
CURTIS THOMPSON:  Yeah, not as long as I am right-handed, but I can probably hit one 
280, 290. Far enough. 
 


