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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 20, 2020 
 
JIMMY STANGER  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Jim, so 6 under to open here at the Scarlet Course at the Nationwide Children's 
Hospital Championship. Very nice playing today. 
 
JIMMY STANGER:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  How would you assess what was cooking for you today? 
 
JIMMY STANGER:  Oh, man, it was just one of those rounds where I stayed in there 
mentally. Hit a few wild shots, wasn't quite mentally in it early on and then just did a really 
good job of playing each shot at a time. Didn't hit the ball particularly great, didn't putt the 
ball particularly great, but the wedges came on strong at the end and was able to manage a 
6-under par round, which was fantastic. 
 
Q.  How does it compare to last year when you were here? 
 
JIMMY STANGER:  Well, the golf course is in really good shape. I feel like the greens are in 
better shape this year than they were last year, but it's really nice around a course as tough 
as this to have one year of experience. I feel like I know where to miss the ball while last 
year there was still a lot of guesswork there, so that was much nicer and I think contributed 
to my 6 under round. 
 
Q.  Do you have anything kind of that you found last week that you've been able to 
carry over with a nice finish in Boise? 
 
JIMMY STANGER:  It's just more so that confidence, the idea that I'm ready to be here. I've 
been kind of gearing up all year for the Playoffs, really set my schedule around that, trying to 
play well these three weeks because they're the most important three weeks we have over 
these 2020-2021 seasons. It's just a matter of gaining confidence in that area and going out 
there and staying in the present, trying not to think too much. My mind gets away from me 
sometimes. Just trusting that I have enough talent to compete with guys out here. 
 
Q.  What would it mean to have a shot at the U.S. Open? 
 
JIMMY STANGER:  I mean, that's why I'm so excited for these three weeks, they give you a 
lot of points, but the U.S. Open's something that would be a dream to play in. I've never 
played in a major championship and that would be incredible. So we'll see. There's still a lot 
of golf left over the next two weeks, but I'm just trying to stay one shot at a time, not get 
ahead of myself and keep my thoughts as limited as possible. 
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Q.  Not thinking? 
 
JIMMY STANGER:  Not thinking, just being in the present, being in the moment, enjoying 
Kevin interviewing me right now, which is about as good as it gets. 
 
Q.  The eagle that you had, what happened on that hole? 
 
JIMMY STANGER:  Just hit a nice drive down the middle. I actually got a little unlucky 
bounce there. It's a really firm section of the fairway and my ball landed just past it, so it 
stopped. I had about 255 to the pin. My caddie really wanted me to lay up left and I was like, 
no, I love this shot. So I hit it, hit a fantastic hybrid to about 15 feet, rolled in the putt, so it 
was just a casual eagle on one of the harder par 5s out here. I'll take it. 
 
Q.  The U.S. Open is at stake, obviously can't get a Tour card this year. How do you 
guys kind of deal with that? 
 
JIMMY STANGER:  It's something where I play golf because I love competing, I love playing 
with my friends out here, I love trying to beat Charlie Saxon, those guys who we're playing 
with every single day. It's just something where whether we're playing on the PGA TOUR, 
playing on the Korn Ferry Tour, playing at home at my local club, I just love competing, so 
that's really how I'm trying to look at it. 
 
Q.  Early in the year you had some struggles the first kind of -- 
 
JIMMY STANGER:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Was there anything in particular you worked on during the break that you think 
has helped you kind of turn the -- 
 
JIMMY STANGER:  I just played a lot of golf. If you look at my schedule, the way I've played 
in tournaments, I played really good statistically but I've missed a lot of cuts by one or two 
shots. I've started to hit the ball fantastic. Just played a lot of golf, kind of figured out how to 
score instead of focusing so much on like the little details of different parts of your game. I've 
focused a lot on just trying to get the ball in the hole and doing the best I can to set myself 
up in that mindset every morning. So we're going to try to continue that. Whether I play good 
tomorrow or bad tomorrow, we're just going to try to continue that same mindset the rest of 
this year and into next year. 
 
Q.  You won a mini-tour event? 
 
JIMMY STANGER:  I did win a mini-tour event during the break, yeah, which was nice. We 
were very lucky to have the West Florida Golf Tour still playing events and I got to compete 
against some good players there. I mean, Erik Barnes played almost every event as well as 
a couple other guys that are playing out here. 
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Q.  Something like you can't really replicate it unless it's in competition, just that vibe 
you get more or less? 
 
JIMMY STANGER:  Yeah, there's definitely tendencies that come out when you're in 
competition that will never come out at home. You just have to get those reps, you have to 
play, you have to put yourself in a position where you feel uncomfortable in order to grow. I 
think that's the way in all aspects of life. If you're a little uncomfortable, that's a good thing, 
that means you're growing. So I've tried to do that and I'm excited to see the results paying 
off out here. 
 
Q.  Can I ask you about one question about Camilo being out here? 
 
JIMMY STANGER:  Yeah, yeah. 
 
Q.  What would you want to say about his situation and him being out here? 
 
JIMMY STANGER:  Gosh, it's something that I can't imagine, losing a child, but we love 
having him out here, it's an inspiration to all of us. I think it's something that just makes us 
understand golf is a game, it's something that we play for a living and it's fun, but it's not 
what life is all about. So we're thankful for him to be out here playing with us and our 
thoughts and prayers go out to him. 
 


