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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 20, 2020 
 
LEE HODGES  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Lee, great playing. What was working for you out there? 
 
LEE HODGES:  Yeah, it was kind of a weird round, like I started off not feeling very good, 
like kind of scraped it around, made a couple pars to start. then 16 kind of -- I made five in a 
row after that, 16, 17, 18, 1, 2. So just kind of found a little something with my irons, started 
hitting nice irons close to the hole and made a couple 15-, 20-foot putts, which really helped. 
If I can just drive it a little better. I didn't drive it very good, but if I could just drive it better I 
could have had a really good round today. 
 
Q.  Obviously the win a few weeks ago and obviously you're at the top of the 
leaderboard here. A lot of golf left, but what's been clicking in your game? 
 
LEE HODGES:  Yeah, so played great in Portland, obviously got the win, and last week just 
kind of -- was kind of like a shot to the, hey, you need to keep playing, you know what I 
mean? Feel like it was really easy just to get complacent and be like, well, I won, just kind of 
play some golf now. But I told my caddie at the start of the day, I was like 1st feels a lot 
better than 35th. So I was just trying to find that mojo again. 
 
Q.  Was there anything kind of just to make your -- do you feel a little more 
comfortable out there day to day or is it -- 
 
LEE HODGES:  Yeah, I kind of felt comfortable all year after last year. Definitely didn't feel 
comfortable last year, my first year. Was kind of living and dying on every shot. This year it's 
kind of like more process, like I know what's getting me around the course, I know what to 
expect when I get out there and just not letting anything kind of catch me offguard. Kind of 
taking the punches as they come because this golf course is going to punch you a lot of 
times. Just got to take them. And it's a golf course where if you string a lot of pars together, 
you're going to move up. 
 
Q.  Were there any kind of conversations with anyone, either fellow players or family 
or friends you talked to during the offseason that helped you kind of helped you 
(inaudible)? 
 
LEE HODGES:  Yeah, I talked to my instructor a lot, Stephen Ferrer (sp?) he's in Decatur, 
Alabama, and we talk a lot on the phone just kind of about how I'm feeling, how my game's 
feeling. He kind of -- the whole "Just be Lee Hodges" thing in Portland kind of took off, but 
he's kind of told me that my whole life, that's what he's told me since day one. It's just be 
who I am. My game is -- the way that I play the game is good enough and just, I've just kind 
of been listening to him. 
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Q.  You were 1 over after six holes today.  
 
LEE HODGES:  I was. 
 
Q.  What was the mindset at that point? And you mentioned you made some long 
putts. What clicked? 
 
LEE HODGES:  Yeah, I started off hitting it pretty poorly, honestly. I don't think I hit a fairway 
until 16. I didn't hit many greens, I was just kind of getting up and down for par, which is 
nice. That's kind of what I've been doing all year, a lot of good par saves. It's amazing how 
that keeps your round going. I didn't really know it until this year, honestly, but it's amazing 
how it really keeps your round going, keeps it together. Then I saw one go in on 16 and it 
was kind of crazy after that, made five in a row, which making five in a row out here's pretty 
good. It was nice to get that. 
 
Q.  When's the last time you did that? 
 
LEE HODGES:  Portland. 
 
Q.  I read your bio, you have more superstitions than you can tell? 
 
LEE HODGES:  Yeah, I don't know if that's -- I don't know when that was taken, but I really 
don't have that many. I don't know, I don't know who I told that to, I might have been lying.  
 
I use the same coin, that's really all I have. Then when things are going right, I kind of do the 
same thing over and over, just kind of one of those things. But I don't have just like too many 
crazy ones, just one coin. 
 
Q.  You won recently, you had other really good finishes. In a normal year, that would 
put you on the PGA TOUR next year. How do you kind of, I don't know what the word 
is, cope or deal with that? 
 
LEE HODGES:  I mean, everybody's got to deal with it, it's not just me that's suffering. 
There's a lot of guys, Davis, Zalatoris, a lot of guys that were going to lock up their cards. 
But we're in a great spot, I don't think we can really complain. I think with how many points 
we had, if you said after this year you'd have this many points, we'd probably taken it and 
not play the shot. Just got to take it as it comes. It's going to be a long season, but I think 
that's probably a good thing. The longer the season, probably the better the golfers that are 
going to get in. I'm just one person kind of riding a hot year. I think it will benefit the top 
players in the end. 
 
Q.  How did you play No. 18? (Inaudible)? 
 
LEE HODGES:  No, that's the dumbest line ever. You would hit it in the scoring. I don't 
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understand -- he told me -- I caught him and he kind of got mad at me because I texted him 
like, "You're the dumbest human alive." There's another tee box to the left, I didn't know that 
was there, so I could see it from that tee box, but from our tee box, no. 
 
Q.  And how did you play the hole? Did you hit the fairway? 
 
LEE HODGES:  I did, I made a birdie, yeah. Hit driver down the fairway, hit 56 to 20 feet and 
made it. 
 


