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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 20, 2020 
 
NICK HARDY  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Here with Nick Hardy, 6-under 65 to share the lead here at the Scarlet Course. 
Nick, nice birdie at the last, nice playing. How would you assess kind of what was 
clicking for you out there today? 
 
NICK HARDY:  I hit it really well out there. I drove it great. I've got to give credit to my 
Titleist guys. I cracked my driver a few weeks ago and I think we really dialed in a good 
driver, so I hit it great.  I set myself up for a lot of opportunities. 
 
Q.  Is the driver new this week or did you put it in play -- 
 
NICK HARDY:  Kind of this week, just a minor adjustment from last week. It's working really 
well. I love it. 
 
Q.  How many drivers do you hit out there? 
 
NICK HARDY:  I think I hit about nine or 10, my guess. There's a few holes out there, the 
couple holes in a row on the back nine where you don't want to hit driver, but there's a lot of 
drivers out there. 
 
Q.  Kind of assess the mentality of this week, the elevated points and the chance for 
the U.S. Open in the middle of a long season, just kind of your mentality this week in 
general.  
 
NICK HARDY:  Yeah, there's obviously more at stake this week but I kind of treat it like 
every other week. I'm trying to position myself well for the weekend and Sunday, so got off 
to a good start. Hopefully I keep that going. I love this golf course. I played here a lot in 
college, so I feel pretty comfortable out here. 
 
Q.  The afternoon scores seem to be higher than the morning scores. Did you kind of 
get the sense, you know, it was going to be tough? 
 
NICK HARDY:  Yeah, for sure. I think I noticed it was getting firmer out there. The greens 
were getting much firmer as the day went on. I think that's probably a big difference for why 
the scores are tougher in the afternoon. The wind was not totally a factor at all, it was a little 
bit of a breeze out there but not much. I think we're getting good weather the rest of the 
week. 
 
Q.  On the front nine you got on quite a roll. What was the key to that? 
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NICK HARDY:  I got started with a chip-in on 3, that was nice. Then I really hit some solid 
shots. I had pretty close opportunities. I played great, I putted well, everything was clicking. 
 
Q.  The one hiccup on 7, what happened there? 
 
NICK HARDY:  I hit it -- can't hit it there, but I hit it in the fairway bunker and I kind of hit it a 
little fat out of there, and the pin's tucked back left and it's just a really tough pin. I probably 
should have just chipped to the middle of the green. I hit a flop shot, pretty good shot but it 
rolled over the green. Hit a bad fourth shot and missed my putt, so it was a tough hole. Just 
can't hit it in that bunker. 
 
Q.  You said you played here before. What are your memories of this course playing 
in college? 
 
NICK HARDY:  Good. We played well here as a team. I played really well my senior year. 
We played here twice my senior year. I had a couple really high finishes here. It suits my 
game pretty well and it feels like a Chicago golf course to me, tree lined, long. You can't 
really fake it out here, got to drive it well and you've got to hit strong sides, you cannot 
short-side yourself out here at all. 
 
Q.  How many total rounds do you think you played here? 
 
NICK HARDY:  Fifteen maybe. 
 
Q.  Have you won here?  
 
NICK HARDY:  I think I finished runner-up my senior year in the tournament here, and then 
the regionals we had here I finished I think top-5. 
 
Q.  What do you think's your lowest score here? 
 
NICK HARDY:  Today, for sure. We played it in the springtime in college and it was playing 
harder than this in terms of just the weather. It was cold and wet, so the course played 
longer. Yeah, it was kind of a different golf course. 
 
Q.  How much does the familiarity help you? 
 
NICK HARDY:  A lot, a lot, for sure. I mean, guys who get to come here in years past, 
experience is huge. I definitely think that's an advantage, but it's not a huge factor how you 
play. 
 
Q.  Had you played professionally here? 
 
NICK HARDY:  I have not, no. 
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Q.  Was it set up much different than college? 
 
NICK HARDY:  Like I said, it's just a completely different time of year. Ball's going further, 
but they definitely got the greens a little firmer this week and pins a little tucked more than 
college. But in terms of the weather and how soft it was and how long it was playing, that 
was different for sure in college. 
 
Q.  Is there at all an element of kind of almost reflecting back on college or college 
memories? 
 
NICK HARDY:  For sure. I got here Tuesday, played a few holes and I kind of got nostalgic. 
Last time I was here was with my team, just felt weird. But I'm going to get that next week, 
too. We played there in college at Victoria. You know, it's a lot of good memories that I have, 
for sure. 
 
Q.  You're young to be nostalgic. Aren't you too young for that? 
 
NICK HARDY:  Yeah, it's just two years, but still all those good times, good memories. 
 
Q.  Can you speak to the ribbons on the hat with Camilo being back? 
 
NICK HARDY:  Yeah, very sad story. It's pretty inspiring how strong Camilo and his family 
have been through this. Just through his interviews, watching those, it's amazing the 
strength he has, and it's definitely inspiring for me and the rest of the players out here. 
 


