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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW 
August 2, 2020 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS  ( -13) 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Like to welcome 2020 World Golf Championships FedEx St. Jude 
Invitational champion Justin Thomas to the interview room.  
 
Justin, this is your second World Golf Championships victory, third win of the season against 
a packed leaderboard. Just some comments about today? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it was a grind today. You know, it was a place where I was 4 
back, but I didn't have too many people in front of me. I just kind of kept my head down, I 
tried not to look at leaderboards and really just played my own game. I tried to make as 
many birdies as I can if I got the ball in play off the tee. And I drove the ball probably as good 
as I ever have the first 13 holes. Not so great the last four holes and we got very, very lucky 
and fortunate on some of those breaks to capitalize. You know, that's the kind of stuff I 
guess that happens when you win and I was just glad to stay patient, stay in the moment 
and not get ahead of myself to make sure we got the W. 
 
Q.  Congratulations, JT. Can you give me an idea of the conversation between you 
and Bones when you arrived at the 16th fairway after that drive? How did that 
transpire, what did you eventually settle on? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Well, I mean the big thing is, you have a lot of shots from over there, it's 
just kind of a matter of how far up it went. I hit it really hard, so unless it hit in a tree, I knew it 
was going to be pretty far up there. But it actually was a lot farther right than I thought 
because it is pretty bare and it kind of gets rolling, but luckily it went far enough right to 
where it wasn't too bad. I couldn't tell. It was in a little bit of Bermuda, but it was really wispy 
to where I felt like it could have been a flyer. I initially felt like I couldn't keep it low enough 
long enough to carry to the fairway because of the Bermuda and thought it might come out 
kind of tumbling. But after taking the pine straw from behind the ball, I realized that it wasn't 
really rough, I could get pretty clean on the ball and I didn't think I could go over and get it all 
the way up somewhere around the green and I felt like I could hit kind of a little low burning 
4-iron. The main thing I had to do was carry it across a bunker, I was probably 90 yards from 
the green.  
 
I hit it really, really good. It looked like all leaves to me. It just kind of -- it found a branch in 
there somehow and just kind of spit it out. But I was trying to get something either up in 
those bunkers or just right of the green, but we just kind of talked through it. he's been in 
those situations before in the trees and seen different shots and I have as well, so we made 
the right decision. 
 
Q.  And secondly, you talked earlier this week about the challenge of getting to world 
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No. 1 and holding onto it, next time you would like to hold it for a little bit longer than 
you did last time. Do you think you're better prepared this time around to hold it 
longer than you did last time? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I would like to think so, I hope so. I feel like I'm a better player and I feel 
like I'm more complete of a golfer now than I was then.  
 
I just, man, I've been working hard, I really have been. I feel like I've been playing better than 
my results since we came back from the quarantine and I just -- I know that if I keep putting 
myself there, I felt like I'm going to get it done eventually and hopefully more often than not.  
 
This is the time of year where it's obviously nice to get on a little bit of a run, but although 
there's a lot of parts of my game that were really good this week and today, there are still 
parts that definitely need work.  
 
That's what's exciting, that I felt like I could win by three with extremely poor wedge play 
throughout the week. And I didn't really hit anything too close, it just kind of -- I was 
managing my game really well. You know, we'll just build on that and really work on it, get 
ready for the PGA to hope to start something. 
 
Q.  You made the comment yesterday that you felt you found something. Can you 
elaborate on what that was? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I was talking about my putter. I just felt like I couldn't get the ball 
to the hole. These greens are so good and they're so true that I think they look faster than 
they are. They're still fast, but they look lightning. As fast as they are down grain, they're not 
very fast into the grain and uphill. So many putts where I was kind of falling in love with the 
line and they were just kind of coming off low and not as hard as I wanted to hit them.  
 
The first two, three days, if I would have had the correct speed that I intended on some 
putts, I would have made 10, 12 more putts. that was frustrating because I was putting well, 
but I just had really, really poor speed control, which I did a little bit randomly from time to 
time today. I just tried to speed up my stroke a little bit and just kind of trust my instincts. I 
had a hard time reading the greens the first couple days, the first two days and I just tried to 
take a look at it from behind, go underneath where the slope was and really just whatever 
my first instinct was and what I first thought it was, just go and don't overread it. 
 
Q.  I had asked you about playing the week before a major championship maybe a 
month or so ago and you said you felt that being in contention takes so much out of 
you. How do you feel about it now? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I mean, it sure feels a lot better than if I would have finished second, 
that's for sure.  
 
No, I'm fortunate to where I'll be able to get in pretty late tonight, but I'll have tomorrow. It's a 
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course I've never seen before, so I'm going to need to map out how I'm going to take these 
practice days. I'm going to need to get my rest, but I also need to learn the course and I 
need to work on a couple things in my game. I think not having fans, you don't quite have as 
much adrenaline, it doesn't take as much out of you. I'm still pretty tired at the moment, I'm 
sure I will be later, but this is why I train and why I try to get my body in the best shape 
possible, and mentally as well. So going into next week, hopefully I'll be feeling good. 
 
Q.  Justin, you talked to Amanda about kind of pride of coming back today to win. 
What did coming back mean to you, why was that important and what did you learn 
from Workday specifically? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It meant a lot because it's something that I hadn't really done. I did it in 
Malaysia I think in '16. Yeah, I was four back going into the final round and I remember that 
day kind of being just at ease and just not worried about Anirban and other guys that were 
ahead of me. I was just strictly trying to make as many birdies as I could because I can't 
control what everybody else does.  
 
And that's what I tried to do today. I didn't look at a leaderboard until I just -- I stared right 
into one on 13 tee. I just, I felt like I kind of got in the zone out there and I wasn't worried 
about what everybody else was doing. That is the nice part about not having fans, there 
were no roars or anything I could think about other than me just executing every shot the 
best that I could. I think that's something that helped today in terms of learning from 
Workday, I just didn't get ahead of myself anytime those last two, three holes, where I felt 
like my mind was kind of wandering and maybe thinking about winning. I basically just told 
myself to shut up and figure out what you're doing because I could lose that tournament just 
as easily as I won it today. I was really, really proud of myself to stay in the moment and get 
it done. 
 
Q.  And where does the break on 15 rank in your career? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It ranks up there. I mean, there's plenty of things that happen over the 
course of a long career. I got some pretty good ones at the PGA when I won, but kind of like 
I said, that's the stuff that happens when you win. Very rarely does stuff like that happen and 
you don't win. Yeah, I'm just glad it did, I know that. 
 
Q.  Justin, how good does it feel, though, with your 13th title to put yourself behind 
names like Tiger and Jack, to be at that number so young? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It's great. It's the thing about age is, you know, it's not like you can catch 
up every day, you're getting farther and farther from kind of reaching that milestone, if that 
makes sense.  
 
I've been fortunate to have a good career so far, but I plan on playing out here for a long 
time and have a lot of things that I still want to accomplish and every milestone and 
steppingstone is hopefully something that I can learn from and something that will help me 
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even more in the long run.  
 
Stuff that happened today, you know, I learned from past failures and past successes and 
that's something that I think both of them did so well, they put themself in contention so 
many times that not only were they comfortable when they got there, but they learned from 
past mistakes or successes and that's something that I'm getting better at. 
 
Q.  Hey, JT, just to go back to what you said about no fans. Curious, you obviously 
had Collin make that putt on top of you a few weeks ago. Today, I don't know if you 
had seen Brooks makes that long one on 17. You, I assume, had no idea that 
happened. What do you think your normal reaction would have been had you heard a 
big roar? Obviously you would have known what happened behind you going into 18 
there.  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Well, I mean, he didn't do it before I started the hole. I saw that I had a 
two-shot lead, hence the reason I hit it right of the universe. It was not going left, I promise 
you that.  
 
But, I mean, when I had my second shot or when I was looking at it, I heard -- because there 
were people over there in their backyards and I heard, I mean, the roar for as many people 
as there were, relatively speaking. I had a pretty good idea that's what it was. I happened to 
be walking back getting yardage when it happened and I looked back and saw the 
scoreboard and saw that he did make birdie.  
 
I was like, all right, this just got even harder, I've got to make sure I make a par here. From 
where I was, I played that hole as safe because that's really all I had and executed well, so 
that was nice. 
 
Q.  Just a quick follow-up. You've talked about sort of winning the way you did 
coming from behind. How important, I guess, was a victory like this, particularly given 
quality of field, so forth and circumstances and so on? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it's great. Any victory is a huge accomplishment on the PGA 
TOUR. It's not something I take lightly or take for granted. I mean, like I said earlier, I've 
been working really hard to continue to try to get myself in the spot to win tournaments.  
 
No, I mean, it's fun. Even out there with no fans today, it's like coming down those last three 
holes, it's fun having the juices and it's fun having, you know, the two-, three-footers that I 
had on 16 and 17 and feeling nervous over them. That's something that you don't feel when 
you're in 20th and 30th, 40th place and it's fun getting myself in those moments. 
 
Q.  What was your thought process in selecting Bones as your caddie for this 
stretch? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It happened quickly that Jimmy called me on Tuesday probably about 
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1:00 or 2:00 and told me. So Bones is the first one that came to mind just because I love my 
dad to death, but he probably wouldn't have made it four days out here in this heat. His body 
isn't quite in the shape for that. He's in good shape, but not caddying shape. That's two 
totally different things.  
 
I talked to Bones before and I knew that he would be willing to help me if something ever 
happened and obviously something had happened. I didn't -- I honestly was 50/50 on 
thinking if it would work out this short notice. I mean, the tournament started in a day and a 
half, two days and I was very lucky.  
 
But I just -- I want someone that I know and at least knows my game somewhat. Bones 
knows my game well enough not only from when he caddied for Phil, but just watching me 
play a lot of rounds when he's commentating to where if I do ask him a question, you know, 
he's not just saying something to make me happy, he actually has input and feels like he -- I 
feel like he knows enough about my game to where he can contribute and be a help and he 
was. 
 
Q.  And what's the shot -- you got a great break obviously at 15. What's the shot that 
you were going to most remember that you feel like was key to your victory? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It didn't matter at the time, but that chip shot on 18 was pretty sick. 
Being ball in hand is a huge, huge advantage there. I probably wouldn't have hit it that close, 
but, you know, it's not a hard shot to hit inside 10 feet, but it's pretty hard to hit as close as I 
did under the circumstances and the grain and the nerves. I was pretty proud of that one. 
 
Q.  How much do you know about TPC Harding Park? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Nothing. I looked at a yardage book a couple nights ago. Looks like it's 
a pretty good amount of dogleg lefts, so I better figure out how to draw the ball here pretty 
quickly. It looks like a pretty course, but other than that, I don't know much.  
 
MODERATOR:  Looks like that's it for questions. Congrats on the win.   
 


